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City's accounts, all the bills incurred durinfir 

the year 1904 but paid from the appropriation 

of 1905 were set back to 1904. Bills incurred 

during 1905 but paid from appropriation of 

1906 were set back to 1905, and this total 

amount the City voted from ite contingent 

fund, thus leaving the full appropriation for 

1906 to meet indebtedness incurred during this 

year. The statement follows: 

Cash disbursements for year 1905 $7,548.44 

Of which there was set back to 1904 account. . 526.71 

$7,021.73 

Feb. 13, 1906, amount paid on 1905 account in 

1906 to date 902.99 

Total amount of indebtedness incurred in 1905. $7,924.72 

Appropriation for the year 1905 7,500.00 

Wiped out by the city 424.72 

From the Treasurer's report, page 1 1 the sum of $741.61 
should be added to the above Maintenance of 
Equipment 5,671 .26 

Making a total of 6,412.87 

And the sum of 162.05 

should be added to the above Permanent In- 
crease of Value of Library Property i ,877. 18 

Making a total of 2,039.23 

Total disbursements for the year $8.452. 10 



REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



East Orange, N. J., Jaauarj I, 1306. 

To the Honorable William Cardwell^ Mayor of the City of 
East Orange^ N. J, 

Dear Sir : In presenting to you this, their third annual 
report, the Directors of the Free Public Library wish to 
call attention to the fact that the circulation of books and 
the membership in the East Orange Library are unusually 
large in comparison with other cities and libraries of like 
size. This is probably due to the suburban characteristics 
of the city. It is a picked population. More than one in 
three of the 25,000 people are registered at the Library 
as borrowers — 8,744 in all. Of this number 1,517 regis- 
tered during the year 1905. These borrowers took out 
117,294 books for home reading, an increase of 1,953 over 
the previous year. This slight increase is a source of con- 
gratulation, for it means that a steady use of the Library 
to this large extent is established. This circulation, there- 
fore, is not that mushroom growth with no lasting quali- 
ties, from which many new libraries suffer. The slight in- 
crease means, too, that branch libraries are needed to bring 
the books nearer to the people. A table showing the record 
of circulation by classes appears at the end of this report. 
These figures do not include a record of the magazines is- 
sued from the Library for reference work, or of the books 
consulted within the Library. 

The reference work has steadily increased. In the 
afternoons nearly every chair is occupied. The books in 
the reference room have recently been fully classified, and 
rearranged by subject. The periodicals in the periodical 
room have been alphabetcd and arranged in proper vol- 



8 THE FREE PUBLIC UBRARY. 

lime order. A vertical filing case has been added to the 
reference room. In this are to be filed, by subject, all lists 
of books and all pamphlets contained in the Library. 
These changes will materiafly facilitate reference work. 

The accessions for the year have been 2,879 volumes ; 
c6o volumes have been worn out during the three years 
since the Library opened, leaving a total of 20,125 vol- 
umes. All but 130 of these books have been catalogued 
and put upon the shelves. Besides the above the follow- 
ing gifts during the past year are gratefully acknowledged. 
The interest that the East Orange people take in their Li- 
brary is largely the source of its return usefulness to them. 
The Directors wish to express their appreciation of it. 
Gifts:— 

1,257 bound volumes, 
456 pamphlets, 
2,926 periodicals, 

1,721 newspapers, English and foreign. 
One map : Geological Survey of New Jersey, 
One large fan palm, 
Ninety mounted foreign photographs, 
Raphael's Madonna : medalion in bas-relief, 
Roger's group : "Portia and Shylock." 
Gifts in varied lines are welcomed and can be made 
useful. 

Perhaps one of the greatest aids for reference work 
in a small library is a periodical reference room, contain- 
ing complete sets of the 37 magazines most used. These 
37 periodicals are indexed by subject in a volume called 
the "Abridged Poole's Index." The index is kept up to 
date through a supplement and a monthly index. Through 
these aids the valuable material on many subjects in these 
magazines becomes easily available. The East Or- 
ange Library is unusually strong in this line. Save 
for the magazines of • the three years since the 
Library opened, this strength is entirely due to gifts. One 
periodical of value is contributed with the request that it 
be kept bound to date at the giver's expense. Persons 
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who are considering gifts to the Library may be glad to 
know the permanent value of a gift so arranged. At pres- 
ent many of our sets of magazines are unbound. A list of 
the magazines needed to complete the most useful sets for 
reference work is given here in the hope that the Library 
and the people may be gainers ; 

American Historical Review, 

Arena, 

Atlantic Monthly, 

Book Buyer, 

Bookman, 
. Chautauquai:, 

Contemporary Review, 

Cosmopolitan, 

Critic, 

Eclectic, 

Education, 

Educational Review, 

Engineering Magazine, 

Fortnightly Review, 

Forum, 

Geographical Journal, 

Lippincott's Magazine, 

Nation, 

New England Magazine, 

Nineteenth Century, 

Outing, 

Political Science Quarterly, 

Popular Science Monthlv. 

Quarterly Journal of Economics. 
The request of last year for textbooks met with a gen- 
erous response. The use of these books has been con- 
stant. At present the greatest need is in technical and 
practical lines. 

The Directors wish also to express their thanks to the 
Newark Library for its generous offer, on the inter-library 
loan plan, of special books not needed by Newark people. 
During the past year this Librarj^ ha§ thus borrQw^d 133 
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books for special needs that it could not otherwise have 
supplied except by purchase. 

Books have needed rebinding in quantity this year for 
the first time. 1,386 volumes have been rebound during 
the year. The condition of the books throughout the Li- 
brary is much improved. It is considered that a book 

properly rebound will wear three times as long as in the 
publisher's binding. 

New activities have been developed during the year. 

In June the Directors offered what is known as the 

** Vacation privilege" to users of the Library. This plan 
allowed one person to borrow six books, not in demand, 
•for any stated period up to October first. 318 books were 
borrowed upon this plan, nearly one-third of which were 

not fiction. 

In October the Men's Reading Room was opened un- 
der proper care, in a pleasant room reached by stairs lead- 
ing down from the vestibule of the Library. Its use is 
steadily increasing. 

In November a Library Bulletin was placed at the 
East Orange Station. Here is posted each month library 
information of general interest. 

Articles about the Library appear frequently in the 
Orange Chronicle, and each week in the East Orange Ga- 
zette, and in the Monday issue of the Newark Evening 
News. For the co-operation of these papers the Direc- 
tors wish to express their thanks. 

In November the Assembly Room was offered free 
until further notice to the people of East Orange for meet- 
ings of all educational, literary or philanthropic organiza- 
tions during library hours, provided these meetings be 
free to all and do not interfere with the chief functions of 
the Library. Some use has been made of the room in con- 
sequence, and much more is already planned. 

In May, to the deep regret of the Directors, the Staff 
of the Library and the people of East Orange, Miss Sarah 
Slater Oddie, the Librarian from the inception of the Li- 
brary, resigned. To take up her work, the Directors ap-» 
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pointed as Librarian, Miss Frances L. Rathbone, head of 
the Delivery Department of the Free Public Library, 
Newark, New Jersey. 

The principal financial statement of the Library will 
be found at the beginning of this report, but the supplemen- 
tary financial operations of the Board of Directors are 
given here : 

Receipts : 

Balance in bank and on hand January i, 

190S $1,037.33 

Fines, reserves, rent of hall and gifts 1,136.49 

Disbursements : 

Salaries, (extra time) $23.16 

Stationery 3i-S6 

Repair and renewal of books.. 564.76 

Equipment 162.05 

Other— 

Expressage and carfare.. 47-51 

Supplies 66.62 

Rent of safe deposit box. . 8.00 

$903.66 

Balance in bank and on hand, Jan. 

I, 1906 1,270.16 

$2,173.82 $2,173.82 

Repectfully submitted, 

J. FRANKLIN FORT, 
EDWARD O. STANLEY. 
• DAVID S. WALTON, 

ALEXANDER KING. 
CHARLES A. STERLING. 
ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH, 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS. 

FRANCES L- RATHBONE, Secretary. 
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East Orange, New Jersey, Jan. i, 1906. 

To the Directors of the Free Public Library : 

It seems fitting that the Library and its work be 
briefly reviewed in this my first report as Librarian. 

THE BUILDING. 

The Library has now been open for use nearly three 
years. The building's adaptability to its work has been 
proved. It is hospitable, convenient, and can be easily and 

economically administered. These characteristics have 
been recognized beyond the borders of East Orange, ^t 
has been chosen as an excellent example of a $50,000 li- 
brary for lectures upon library buildings, and slides of its 
exterior and floor plan have been made for the purpose. 

It is to appear in a pamphlet upon Library Buildings, by 
Mr. W. R. Eastman ; in one ppon Library Architecture by 
the League of Library Commissions, and in a book upon 
American Libraries written by a German librarian. Its 
equipment is satisfactorily complete, and shows fore- 
thought , and experience on the part of those who 
planned it. 

THE BOOKS. 

The Library now contains about 20,000 volumes. 
These books have been skillfully selected. The advice of 
older libraries has been profited by. There is little waste 
material. Of a test list of the first 100 books to be chosen 
for a reference department this library has all but seven- 
teen. It has the foundation books in nearly all classes. Il 
is weak as yet. in technical lines, and in the useful arts; but 
books upon these subjects will be bought to meet de- 
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mands, as in other departments. Its children's selection 
shows care and appreciation of the taste-forming power 
of books. This thorough foundation spurs one to equal 
care in adding to the collection. Books are now being se- 
lected upon the following plan : 

Students in special lines are invited to pass judgment 
upon the library's selections in their subjects, and to offer 
suggestions. 

A case at the delivery desk contains the following 
form ; 

Books 'Wanted. 

Please make request here for any books wanted 
and not found available. The Library may have the 
book, but may need more copies, or it may need to 
buy the book. In either case these requests will be 
considered and supplied if possible. If not already 

in the Library, and not fiction, a notice of its purchase 
will be sent you. 

Author 

Title 

Publisher 

Name 

Address 

Date 

Since May, ii8 books have been thus asked for. 
Scarcely any of these requests were for fiction. About 75 
per cent, of these requests were purchased and notification 

sent in every instance. 

Fiction is bought upon ten days' approval. All fic- 
tion added to the Library is read and reported on by some- 
one in whose judgment the Library has confidence. If 
there is any doubt about the book it is read by two or three 
persons. Borrowers are invited to assist in this test read- 
ing of fiction, final decision being left with the Book Com- 
mittee and Librarian. A form classifying the story as to 
plot, subject, value, English, taste, etc., is filled out by the 
reader. Superficial reading is thus made impossible, and 
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whoever volunteers gains by it herself at the same time 
that she helps the Library. 

Not all funds are devoted to supplying current de- 
mands. Attention is always paid to strengthening the se- 
lection. 

Books are bought about once a month. 

THE STAFF. 

The Staff numbers six regular members, including 
the Librarian. There are also a Page and a Janitor. Each 
member of the Staff, though assisting in all lines of work, 
is responsible for the development of some one line. The 
details of work reported below were in each instance pre- 
pared by the one in charge. A list of the Staff, with the line 
of work for whose development each is responsible, is given 

under the list of Directors, page 3. As open-shelf ad- 
ministration of a library develops, it is becoming evident 
that the intelligence and skill of the Staff largely measure 
the value of the library. Therefore the development of the 
Staff is one of the chief duties of the Librarian. Personal 
responsibility with freedom as to details is the key-note. 
Study along special lines must supplement this. Financial 
appreciation of successful work is then warranted, and 1 
hope this can soon be given. A small Staff, skilled and 
well paid, is of greater value to a library than a larger 
Staff ot less well trained assistants. Three of this library's 
Staff took the course of ten lectures in the use of reference 
books given a year ago in the Newark Library by the Ref- 
erence Lecturer of the Pratt Institute Library School, Miss 
Josephine Adams Rathbone. Four of the Staff have taken 
the course in cataloguing given in the same library this 
wmter by the Head Cataloguer of the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary System, Miss Theresa Hitchler. All of the Staff are 
taking a course in the evaluation of books, conducted in a 
Staff meeting in the Library once a week, by the Librarian. 
Preparation for all of the above work is done outside of li- 
brary hours, with interest on the part of the Staff, and a 
distinct gain to the Library. The interest in their work 
that this evinces is appreciated. 
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APPRENTICES. 

Beside the regular Staff the Library has admitted ap- 
prentices to learn library work. They give their time free 
of charge, and are in return trained in the several depart- 
ments. Inasmuch as the Library was organized by a 
trained Librarian, the methods used are those taught by 
library schools, and an apprentice going from this Library 
to a library school has little to unlearn. The Library has 
had one apprentice giving six hours a day, and another 
giving less time since October. 

CHRISTMAS EXHIBIT OF BOOKS. 

New lines of work developed by the Library are 
briefly outlined in the report of the Board of Directors, 
page 10. It is of interest to add some points of detail re- 
garding the Christmas exhibit of books. The selection of 
books suitable for Christmas gifts to children and to grown 
people was made by the Librarian and the Children's Li- 
brarian of the Pratt Institute Library, Brooklyn. A cata- 
logue of the selection was printed. The East Orange Li- 
brary (through their courtesy) ordered a thousand copies 
of this catalogue, with its own title page, for free distribu- 
tion, and through the courtesy of the publishers it exhib- 
ited the books. This gave East Orange people the 
advantage of selection and knowledge before holiday pur- 
chase. The thousand copies of the catalogue were all tak- 
en by users of the Library. Many persons spent a whole 
morning or evening in examining the books and checking 

their lists, for Christmas purchase elsewhere. Apprecia- 
tion of this opportunity to look over a selection of books 
at leisure was constantly expressed. 60 persons thus 
examined the books for grown people, and 168 those for 
children — a total of 228. 
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CATALOGING DEPARTMENT. (MISS SMITH.) 

The accessions for the year have been 2,879 volumes. 
2,627 of these were added to the Main Department, making 
a total of 17,593. 252 were added to the Children's collec- 
tion, making a total of 2,532. Of the 2,879 volumes added, 
1.950 were new titles, and 929 were duplicates. 

Government Documents. 
Many Government documents are received by the 
Library through the courtesy of our Congressman, and 
these have been roughly classified and placed on the lower 
shelves, near books on the subject. It is proposed as soon 
as possible to fill in those sets which will be most useful, 
and to catalogue them. In the meantime access to many 
important articles to be found in them is obtained through 
the American Library Association Index to General Liter- 
ature. 

DELIVERY DEPARTMENT. (MISS HERRON.) 
The plan of the Library is such that one enters di- 
rectly into the Delivery Department. From it open aU 
other departments. As a result of this arrangement a cer- 
tain percentage of the work of the various departments, 
and practically all of the reference work, is done from the 
delivery desk. The aim has been to have the assistant at 
the delivery desk, who first meets a stranger, issue the 
card, explain arrangement of books, and, if necessary, in- 
troduce the card holder to the Reference Department, and 
look up any material desired. 

Arrangement of Fiction* 
This Library arranges its fiction by author horizon- 
tally throughout the book-stacks on the shelf at the level 
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of the eye. This plan makes it cut through the tiers of 
other classes of books, with A at one end and Z at the 
other. The advantage in this horizontal arrangement of 
fiction is that the many fiction readers, who, by the usual 
arrangement, would be crowded into one alcove to the in- 
convenience of all concerned, are scattered throughout the 
book-stacks. This arrangement also brings to the atten- 
tion of many persons in search of fiction other books of 
interest, and gives them a general knowledge of the extent 
of the selection in other classes. 

Special Topics. 

Special topic cases have been another means of bring- 
ing forward many of the best books. The first selection 
was arranged in November at the time of the death of 
George Macdonald. All of his writings were grouped in 
one case, marked with his name. On a bulletin board near 
the case was placed a photograph of Macdonald with a 
sketch of his life. The books circulated steadily. This 
topic was followed by a set of the works of Edmund 
Burke and an editorial on Burke from the November 
"Dial." The case is reserved for topics of current interest. 

Two other book cases have been filled with books for 
yoUng people. This collection has been marked "Interest- 
ing Books," and is intended to bridge the change from the 
Children's Room to the Main Department. Difficulty has 
been experienced in keeping the cases filled. 

Traveling Libraries* 
In May, 1905, collections of 30 books each were sent 
to the four Hose Companies and the Police Station of East 
Orange. These collections included only such books as 
were known to be of interest to men. The books have 
been constantly used. Exchanges of many of them were 
made in November. 

Thirty graded books have been sent also to the Sun- 
day School of the A. M. E. Zion Church. The pastor has 
assumed the responsibility for them. Many more travel- 
ing libraries could be placed if we could spare the books. 
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Study Qtsbt. 

The literary clubs of East Orange make constant use 
of the Library in a systematic way : In the spring they pre- 
pare their calendar for the following year, consulting the 
Library's resources. In June they send their reference 
lists for the next wint(Jr*s work to the Library. These 
lists are compared with the Library's resources, and need- 
ed books are purchased. The lists are filed for reference. 
Last summer, lists showing books in this Library and in 
the Orange Library were prepared at the request of one 
club, and printed in the Orange Chronicle and in the East 
Orange Gazette. Through the courtesy of these papers 
extra copies were struck off for distribution to members 
of the club. A like offer was made to other clubs. 

PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT. (MISS PIDERIT.) 

Men^s Reading Room. 

On October second a Men's Reading Room was 
opened in the basement of the library building, 
which has proved a success. It contains, beside 
magazines, 13 local newspapers, and 4 foreign ones, 
which are gifts. In a case on a table printed sheets 
can be found for the recommendation of books, or for sug- 
gestions in regard to the room. Many suggestions have 
been made and nearly all have been carried out. 

In the Reference Room and Men's Reading Room, 
10 quarterlies, 75 monthlies, 48 weeklies and 13 dailies are 
on file. Of these, i quarterly, 13 monthlies, 25 weeklies 
and 7 dailies are gifts. Eight of the most popular maga- 
zines and six newspapers are duplicated for the Men's 
Reading Room. 

In the Reference Room the issues of popular maga- 
zines for the last six months are kept in piles arranged on 
shelves alphabetically. Any of these except the current 
issue may be borrowed for seven days. They are very 
popular, 196 having been lent since November i, when 
their lending began. The number has since doubled. On 
a bulletin board in the Reference Room is posted a list of 
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all current magazines and a list of "Articles of Interest," 
selected from magazines of the month. This list is also 
posted in the Men's Reading Room, and on the bulletin 
board at the East Orange Station. 

In the Reference Room are Poole's Index to Periodi- 
cal Literature; Poole's Abridged Index to the same; the 
Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature and the Library 
Index. All magazines over six months old, when removed 
from the Reference Room, if indexed in the above, are 
filed in proper order in the Periodical Room that opens 
from the Reference Room. If not ap indexed the maga- 
zines are filed in the basement of the Library. 

BINDING AND CONDITION OF BOOKS* (MISS BAYLEY.) 

The question of re-binding has come up for consider- 
ation this year for the first time. In the average public 
library it is estimated that one-third as much money is 
spent for re-binding books as for the purchase of new 
books. The problem of the wearing quality of a binder's 
work is receiving more consideration by libraries than 
ever before. It is conceded that Cedric Chivers, the Eng- 
lish binder, who has now established a branch in Brooklyn, 
does the best binding for libraries. Gilbert D. Emerson, 
the Philadelphia binder, who rebinds books for the Phila- 
delphia Public Library, the Pittsburgh Public Library and 
the Newark Public Library, is somewhat less expensive 
and his binding is standing the test of hard wear. This Li- 
brary is profiting by the experience of other libraries, and 
by the experiments of Mr. John Cotton Dana, and is now 
conducting the difficult work of keeping books in good 
condition for circulation on the following plan: 

1. If a book has loose leaves before the sewing is 
broken, the leaves are tipped in. The hinge is reinforced, 
and any other mending that will not injure the book for 
rebinding is done in our own library. 

2. Books not in demand, which need rebinding, are 

set aside to be rebound when needed. 

3. Books to be rebound are sorted according to the 
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wear they are to receive : a. Books that will alv 
demand are sent to Chivers, and new copies of th 
future ordered through him bound from the p 
sheets. b. Books whose demand will probabl 
two or three years, are sent to Emerson. The: 
are again sorted according to the wear they rec 
bound for this wear. For the number of volumes 

during IQ05, see page 10 in the report of the Boa 
rectors. 

THE CHILDREN'S ROOM. (MISS ROBERTA HE] 

The number of books circulated in the year 
21,426, an average of 70 per day. 378 children ha 
tered during the year. 

A card is issued to any child capable of sig 
name, if a grown person will stand responsible 
The children register in the Main Department of 
brary. 

The books in the Children's Room have been c 
selected. The collection consists of 1,174 titles oi 
duplicated to reach 1,658 volumes, and 620 titles 
fiction, duplicated to reach 874 volumes ; a total ( 
i>7941 volumes, 2,532. There are in this Library 
161 of the titles mentioned in the list of 600 boo 
piled as the necessary foundation of a children's r 
Miss Annie Carroll Moore, of the Pratt Institute 
Brooklyn. Many of these 161 titles we hope to a( 

The problem in children's work in the East 
Library is different from that of a large city libi 
here the majority of children are from homes whei 
have always been a feature. The need, therefore, 
a certain class of books to tempt children to f( 
reading habit is uncalled for. Our endeavor is to 
children to a love for the best literature by du] 
freely the few hundred choice books, instead of in 
the number of titles. A library should be suppl 
sufficient copies of a book to insure every child's 
it upon the shelves at the time when it can give tl: 
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est joy to him. This plan tends to check the craving for a 
variety of books regardless of their merit. 

Special attention has been paid to well illustrated sim- 
ple books for little children. We have the Caldecott and 
Kate Greenaway picture books, those of Walter Crane and 
others. 

As the main reference collection is so near, the books 
for reference use in the children's room are few. Champ- 
lin's complete set of encyclopedias, Chambers Encyclpedia 
and bound volumes of Saint Nicholas are practically all 
the room has at present. 

Masfazines* 
The magazines in the Children's Room are the St. 
Nicholas, Youth's Companion, A-merican Boy, Outing and 
the Saturday Evening Post. 

Arraogement of Books* 

A new arrangement of the books, after the Pittsburgh 
plan, was tried this year with success. All books not fic- 
tion are placed on the two upper shelves where they catch 
the eye, and fiction is placed on the two lower shelves in 
alphabetical order by author. This arrangement has in- 
terested many children in books they have never before 
noticed. In a revolving case near the charging desk are 
placed some of the choicest books of fiction and non-fic- 
tion. A screen of green burlap has been placed over one 
section of the shelves. This is our bulletin space. On it 
are arranged appropriate pictures for special holidays. At 
other times some current topic is illustrated. On shelves 
near the bulletin are placed books bearing upon the sub- 
ject illustrated. 

Talk on Children's Books* 
In December Miss Annie Carroll Moore, Children's 
Librarian of the Pratt Institute Library, Brooklyn, gave 
a most interesting talk on "Children's Books; What to 
Read and What to Buy." A list of thirty of these books 
was distributed. A general invitation was given to all par- 
ents and teachers through the newspapers, and the talk 



22 THB FREB PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

was well attended. In connection with Miss Moore's talk 
were exhibited 250 books, suggested by Miss Moore as 
Christmas gifts to children, and lent by the publishers. 

The list comprised the best children's books in the best 
editions. Among them were books for little children, 
books for boys and girls, short stories for little children 
and for older boys and girls, stories of foreign countries, 
books of animals, books of amusements, and poems and 
songs. Printed catalogues, giving prices and publishers, 
were distributed. The purpose of Miss Moore's talk was 
to help parents and teachers in the selection of children's 
books, for books owned by children have even a more last- 
ing influence upon them than books borrowed from the Li- 
brary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES L. RATHBONE, Librarian. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE 

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 



EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY. 

J 906. 



FORMER DIRECTORS. 

F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 2^, 1903, 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C. LYON, 
Appointed Jan. 22^ 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. DILL, 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
1906. 

J. FRANKLIN FORT, Appointed Jan. 22. 1900. 

President from May 2^, 1903^ to date. 
ALEXANDER KING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
DAVID S. WALTON, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Treasurer from April 18, 1900, to date. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Secretary from April 18, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 
CHARLES A. STERLING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Vice-President from Jan. 21, 1905, to date. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, Appointed May 27, 1903. 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, Appointed May 2-], 1903. 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS, Appointed Jan. 21, 1905. 



STANDING COMMITTEES* 
Btfildins: G>infnlttee« 

CHARLES A. STERLING, 
ALEXANDER KING, DAVID S. WALTON. 

Book Committee* 

EDWARD O. STANLEY, 

ROBERT. W. HAWKESWORTH, J. FRANKLIN FORT. 

Atidltiog Committee* 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON. 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, OCTAVUS C. MYERS. 



President of the Board, Hon. J. FRANKLIN FORT. 
Vice-President of the Board, ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH. 
Treasurer of the Board, DAVID S. WALTON. 
Secretary of the Board, FRANCES L. RATH BONE, Librarian, 



LIBRARY STAFF. 

FRANCES L. RATHBONE, Librarian. 
JESSIE G. SMITH, Catalogue Department. 
SARA HERRON, Delivery Department. 
CAROLINE PIDERIT, Periodical Department. 
SARAH BAYLEY, Binding and Gifts. 
ROBERTA HERRON, Children's Room. 

Edward J. Moore, Janitor, Frank Stevens, Page. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR J906, 



RECEIPTS: 

Balance of City appropriation on hand Jan. 1, 1906 $239.95 

City appropriation for 1900 8,000.00 

Additional appropriation for 1906 1,408.19 

Balance in hands of Directors Jan. 1, 1906 $1,270.16 

Fines, reserves, rent of hall and gifts 1,265.34 



$9,648.14 



$2,535.50 
$12,183.64 

DISBURSEMENTS : 

Books : new titles and duplicates $1,589.55 

Books : replacements 151.32 

Magazines (subscriptions for two years) 551.10 

Newspapers 76.85 

Binding : periodicals 14G.17 

Rebinding : books 1,006.50 

Library supplies 342.10 

Stationery 78.36 

Expressage and carfare 63.26 

Printing 102.12 

Insurance 216.25 

I'elephone 55.71 

Janitor's supplies 99.84 

Coal 198.00 

Light (Two years) 776.70 

Water, from opening of library, Jan. 1, 1903, to 

date 96.96 

Street sprinkling (Two years) 30.00 

Furniture and fixtures 106.54 

Portrait of Andrew Carnegie, Esq 500.00 

Repairs 136.45 

Rent of safe deposit box 8.00 

M iscellaneous 39.85 

Librarian and assistants' salaries 3,684.60 

Janitor and assistants' salaries 980.00 

II 

Total disbursements for the year , $11,036.23 

Balance in hands of Directors Dec. 31, 1906 1,147.41 

$12,183.64 

Exaimined and found correct. 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS, 

Auditing Committee. 
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HOURS WHEN LIBRARY IS OPEN. 

9 A. M. to 6 :30 P. M. every day but Sunday. 
9 A. M. to 9 P. M. Monday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
Open as usual on all holidays except Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and the Fourth of July. On these days the Library is closed. 

REGISTRATION. 

Any resident of East Orange, (temporary or permanent) may 
borrow books when he has signed an application, and been identified. 
For identification the directory, a registered borrower, or some per- 
sonal thing like a bank book, or commutation ticket is sufficient. 
Sometimes a calling card is accepted. An endorsement is required 
for children under eighteen years of age. There is no arrangement 
for out-of-town memberships at present. 

LENDING BOOKS. 

Any Ixjrrower may take one book of any kind upon his borrower's 
card. If he wishes more than one book, a study card is made out 
for him, and kept filed at the Library. On this card he may take 
any needed number of books, not fiction, and of books of standard 
fiction, not in demand. He may also take one periodical of the last 
twelve months, not the current issue, for seven days. Popular fiction 
is limited to seven days, and can not be renewed, or transferred. 
All other books may be kept four vreeks from date. These books 
may be renewed by bringing them to the Library and having them 
charged again, if no one else wishes them. Books may be renewed 
thus whenever due, if desired. If kept over-time two cents a day is 
charged for each book, Sunday excepted. If it is known that a 
book or books will be wanted for longer than a month, the bor- 
rower may give the date of return, with the understanding that the 
books may be called in if needed by some one else. 

VACATION PLAN. 

The Vacation plan extends from May 1st to October 1st of each 
year. During this time any person may take six books not in de- 
mand, and keep them until any date set by himself, up to October 
1st. If kept over the date set by the borrower two cents a day is 
charged for each book, as usual. 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS. 

All books in the Children's room are limited to two weeks, and 
may be renewed by postal or telephone. Grown people may borrow 
[e books as well as children. Children may also have a study 
car( 

RESERVE NOTICES. 

Books may be reserved, and a notice that they are ready will be 
sent upon payment of five cents. This sum may be paid when leav- 
ing the reserve, or when calling for the book. Copies of fiction 
having odd copy numbers can not be reserved. This lets half the 
copies of a popular novel go directly to the book shelves. 

REFERENCE BOOKS. 

Reference books may be borrowed for over night, or over Sunday, 
as at such times no one is deprived of their use. 



REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



East Orange, N. J., January 2, 1907. 

To the Honorable William Cardn^ll, Mayor of the City of 
East Orange: 

Dear Sir : — For the fourth time the Directors of the Free 
Public Library take pleasure in presenting to you their an- 
nual report. Perhaps the remarkable increase in circulation 
during 1906 deserves first mention. 

More books were circulated than in 1905 by 9,761, the 
total being 127,055, and if there be counted the recharge of 
all books kept over two weeks (the customary period of 
lending books in most libraries), 29,687 more books were 
circulated, making a total of 146,981 against 117,294 in 1905. 
The total increase of this previous year over 1904 was but 
1,953. This represents an average use of each book in the 
library seven times during the year. 

The number of registered borrowers has increased by 
1,780 during 1906, making a total registration from the 
opening of the library in January, 1903, of 10,525 persons. 
This is one in every two and a half of the city's 25,000 
people. Over 8,500 of this number have used the library 
within the last six months. 

One influence in the increase of circulation is without 
doubt the increased length of time a book may be kept. In 
January the customary two weeks for which a book could 
be borrowed was increased to four weeks for all but recent 
fiction and children's books. Books may be recharged at 
the end of four weeks for the same period if brought to the 
library, and not wanted by some other borrower. This 
change has led many persons to undertake long books and 
coujTses of reading. It has caused a drop in our average 
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per cent of fiction from 80 to 76. It has been much appre- 
ciated by the public, and has eliminated the work of re- 
newals. It has lonpf been the custom for a borrower to 
take at one time any needed number of books, not fiction, or 
of standard fiction not in demand. 

Another influence tcjward the increase of use is the study 
of the city made for the first time beyond the doors of the 
library. This understanding" of how the library can be of 
use in the orp^anized life of the city is but in its beginning. 
I'j) to this year demands made upon the library taxed its 
powers to the utmost. A small beginning in outside work 
had been made as shown in our 1905 report. This work 
has Ix^en developed, and the library has now come into touch 
with the interests of the city, as follows: 

5 Fire engine houses, j j ,_^^^ traveling libraries. 

1 Police station, ) ^ 

7 Study clubs, ") Have books purchased for 

2 Missionary societies, ^ their use, and reference lists 

1 Chautauqua circle, ' of books prepared for them. 

1 Are using the library's graded 

7 Public schools, | lists of books for children, 

2 Private schools, 1^ which were printed in co- 
2 Parochial schools operation with the Board of 

Education. 

These schools are also notified of reference selections of 
books bearing on school topics. 

The High School pupils prepare their debates in the 
library. All but three or four of the 128 teachers in our 
public schools are borrowers of the library. In the assem- 
bly room, eighteen organizations have held fifty-two meet- 
ings, with a total attendance of 2,373 persons. 

A local history collection has been started as another defi- 
nite step toward making known to the city the library's 
needs, and its usefulness. A complete list of all local organ- 
izations whose membership includes East Orange people has 
been made with care. It includes schools, clubs, churches, 
societies, trade unions, etc. These organizations have been 
asked to file at the library complete sets of their proceed- 
ings, nublications, programs, etc., and to place the library 
upon their mailing lists. These files will be constantly use- 
ful for reference, They should represent the current his- 
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tory of the city. Beside this, a beginning has been made 
toward a collection of state, county and town histories, 
maps, etc. Gifts along these lines will be appreciated. 

The reference work of the year has included, beside an- 
swers to current inquiries, the preparation of reference lists, 
which have sometimes been printed for clubs. As material 
aid to this work the pamphlet collection has been classified 
by subject and filed. Subject lists of books and clippings, 
have also been filed by subject in a vertical filing case. 
United States public documents have been selected, classi- 
fied and catalogued. An account of this library's treat- 
ment of the question of public documents appeared in " Pub- 
lic Libraries," November, 1906, the article having been writ- 
ten by a member of the library staff. 

Another step in advance, and a valuable aid to reference 
work, is the binding of the last three years of our maga- 
zines, indexed in Poole, and the Readers' Guide to Periodical 
Literature. Prior to this time all bound magazines con- 
tained in the library were gifts. We expect hereafter to 
bind the current year of these magazines, and gradually to 
bind for ten years back. The rest of the files will be kept 
unbound. 

During 1906 2,861 volumes have been added to the 
library. Subtracting worn out and discarded books, the 
total number of volumes now on the shelves is 22,324, an 
increase of 2,199 <^ver last year. 

Gifts during the year have been many, and have ma- 
terially increased the strength of the collection. The appre- 
ciation of this fact has appeared in the increased number 
of books borrowed, which is a silent but expressive acknowl- 
edgement. The Directors wish to add their grateful appre- 
ciation. 

Gifts : 

943 bound volumes. 

390 pamphlets. ' [ \ 

4,200 periodicals. 

2,594 newspapers, English and foreign. 

One large steel engraving. 

One moose head, mounted. 

Twenty-five dollars for books. 

The library is weak at present in t^e useful arts, BQQk? 
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on these subjects can best be selected by those familiar with 
them. Suggestions are asked for. 

Rebinding of books has gone on steadily. The condition 
of the books, through mending and rebinding, is up to the 
standard reached last year. There have been rebound 
2,062 books during the year. Some books rebound during 
1905 have been lent fifty-three times and are in good condi- 
tion still. Publisher's bindings seldom last for more than 
thirty leadings, and often not more than fifteen. When 
worn out books, which will always be in demand, are 
replaced, they are usually bought bound from the sheets in 
a permanent binding. 

Among the special* activities of the year may be men- 
tioned the beginning of our permanent collection of books 
in the French language. 

During the summer vacation, a complete set of text-books 
used in the East Orange public schools, grammar and high, 
was lent to the library by the Board of Education. These 
were placed in the reference room and constantly consulted. 
The library should own a reference set of these text-books. 

The vacation custom inaugurated a year ago was con- 
tinued this year with the result that 739 books not in de- 
mand were lent for any given length of time from May ist 
to October ist. About one-third of these were not fiction. 

Books, other than fiction, are ordered on request, with 
the privilege of return, are read by the persons requesting 
them, and decision is then made as to their permanent value 
to the library. Books are selected along the lines indicated 
in the report for 1905. 

On Thursday afternoons, during the winter, a reading 
hour is held in the assembly room of the library. To this 
are invited all children of the seventh and eighth grades 
in school, or who are between the ages of 12 and 14. A 
good story is begun, and a brief bit of poetry is read each 
time. The attendance has been from 25 to 88 in the five 
readings given. 

Our classified picture collection is now sufficiently exten- 
sive to be useful, and we plan to make its existence known to 
schools and literary clubs. 

The exhibit of books suitable for Christmas gifts to chil- 
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dren and to grown people, lent by the publishers, was con- 
ducted as it was last year, and is now to be an annual cus- 
tom. Over one hundred and fifty persons made out their 
lists for Christmas purchase elsewhere from this carefully 
selected exhibit. 

During the year thirty-eight columns of reading matter 
about the library have been prepared by the staff, and 
printed by the Orange Chronicle, East Orange Gazette and 
Newark Evening News. The Directors wish to express to 
these newspapers especial appreciation of this generous co- 
operation in keeping library affairs of interest before the 
minds of the people. 

The aim of the year has been to make the organization 
of the library itself more perfect, its help more efficient, its 
book supply more adequate. Fuller details of this work 
will appear in the Librarian's report, which follows. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. Franklin Fort, 
Edward O. Stani.p:y, 
David S. Walton, 
Alexander King, 
Charles A. Stkrlino, 
Robert W. Hawkkswortii. 
Wilbur S. Johnson, 
Albert S. Marten, 
OcTAvus C. Myers. 
Frances L. Rathbone, Secretary, 
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East Orange, N. J., Jan. 2, 1907. 

To the Directors of the free Public Library: 

A marked increase in circulation is noted in the report 
of this year. The fij^^iires are jj^iven on page 7 in full. 
They show a net increase in circulation of 9,000 volumes, 
and of 29,000 if renewals are included. Chief among in- 
fluences that brought about this increase may be mentioned: 

1. A larger selection of books. 

2. Increased membership. 

3. The four-week period for keeping all but recent fic- 
tion, as explained on page 7. 

4. Greater familiarity with the library and its contents 
on the part of borrowers. 

With this increase in the number of books read appears 
a decrease of 4 per cent in the amount of fiction read. 

From these facts the conclusion may be drawn that the 
people of East Orange are finding that their library fills a 
need. In attempting to make a necessarily limited collec- 
tion of books supply demands for popular reading and for 
special study, one is led to tlie conclusion that favorable 
conditions for the use of the books at hand are essential. 
These accomplished, — a hospitable atmosphere, freedom of 
access to the books, guides and catalogues to make the 
finding of them easy, lending customs that permit the bor- 
rower to use the books to the best advantage to himself in 
time and quantity — and the books will be used. The in- 
dividual's special book-needs and wishes can next be con- 
sidered. If a book requested for purchase is likely to be of 
intercut to many people, or if it is on a subject in which the 
collection is weak, and its value is assured, it is bought at 
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once. About 75 per cent of all requests for purchase are 
complied with, though sometimes with the privilege of re- 
turn. The usefulness of a book may be judged, not by 
the number of people who read it, but by the effectiveness 
of those people. The library bought on request an ex- 
pensive book on insects for the Shade Tree Commission. 
The book may never be used by others. Yet the justifica- 
tion of the investment is easy. By request also a book on 
Clean Milk, and one on Public Hygiene have been pur- 
chased for the Board of Health. Such demands made 
upon the library give it opportunity to be of great use to 
the city. These demands should increase. 

Classify the avenues of influence in a city according to 
the method of that influence, and we have a list something 

like this : 

^ Principals and teachers — school and 
j Sunday-school. 

Influence by speech. } ^^i^isters. 

Lecturers. 

Newspapers. 

Heads of literary clubs, etc. 

Commissions. 
Influence by action. [ Officers. 

Trustees, etc. 

Merchants. 
Mechanics. 
" Professional men. 
Laborers. 
Housekeepers, etc. 

Books purchased for the use of these people are pur- 
chased for more than the one person who requests the pur- 
chase and reads the book, for that person influences others. 

A result of such special purchases made this winter for a 
club that was studying New Jersey will strengthen the 
local history collection. The club members have promised 
to file in the library copies of all papers prepared for their 
meetings. These papers will include the history, educa- 
tion, manufactories, pottery, etc., of New Jersey. Much 
thorough research work has been done in the preparation 
of them. 

Vertical Filing Case. 

As mentioned on page 9 the pamphlet collection of 



Influence by work 
and efficiency. 
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the library has been filed by subject in a vertical filing case 
with references on guides to kindred subjects. When there 
are tiiany panij)hlets on one subject, they are removed to a 
pamphlet box and classified. This fact is noted on the 
guide card in the file. The 1k)x is placed at the end of 
books of the same class in the book stacks. The vertical 
filing case thus becomes the subject catalogue of the 
pamphlet collection. No other record is made of pamph- 
lets. Subject lists of books are permanently filed in this 
case also. This has proved a convenient arrangement. 

Inter-Library Loans, 

SiKTializcd reference work could not have reached the 
degree of cfTiciency that has been possible had it not been 
for the generous courtesy of other libraries. One book has 
been borrowed from the l>oston Public Library, four from 
the Columbia University Library, and 187 from the Newark 
Library — a neighbor, indeed. The custom is never to bor- 
row new books, books in demand, fiction, or books owned 
by this library. 

Reading Lists for Schools, 

A set of graded lists of books, prepared by Miss Bertha 
Selina Wildman, of the Madison, N. J., Public Library, has 
been printed with the co-operation of our Board of Educa- 
tion, and distributed to all children of the respective grades 
in public, private and parochial schools of the city. The 
public schools have used these lists to some extent as buy- 
ing lists for their school libraries. 

The library has duplicated the books as demand sug- 
gested. The books have been gathered in the children's 
room, arranged by grades. In each grade list are sixty 
books divided into groups headed History, Nature and 
Animals, Poetry, Stories, Myths, and Stories of Travel. 
The Superintendent of Education has offered a certificate 
to every child who reads one book from each group in 
his grade during the year. The certificate will also state 
the total number of books on the list that the child has re?ad. 
The lists are popular and the books in demand. Each /fall 
the library hopes to reprint these lists, that the child ^that 
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had the Hst for the Fourth grade this year may have the 
list for the Fifth grade next year. 

Announcement was made, through the " A. L. A. Book- 
list," that our printers had held the type, and these lists 
could therefore be ordered by other libraries. Libraries in 
23 States, 57 in all, ordered lists in quantities varying from 

10 to 300. 

Tbe Staff* 

It is difficult to express the appreciation felt for the spirit 
the staff has shown during this busy year. Their growth 
in efficiency has been very great. Extra study and work 
have been done at their own suggestion. Each one has 
tried to make her department more systematic and her 
records more accurate. 

All of the reference lists for literary clubs are now pre- 
pared by the head of the Delivery Department. Articles 
for three newspapers are prepared each week, two of these 
by the First Assistarfts. A saving in one line of purchase 
of library supplies was suggested by another member of 
the staff. One member of the staff took the summer 
library school course at Asbury Park. All are gaining ex- 
perience in methods of teaching through training our ap- 
prentices. 

Appfentlcei. 

The library has had two apprentices during part of the 
year, and one all the year. One of these apprentices, who 
finished her course in May, attended the Summer Library 
School at Asbury Park, and was a member of the staff for a 
short time. Another substituted during part of the sum- 
mer, passed her examination for admittance to the New 
York Public Library, and was offered a position there. She 
is now a member of the Newark Public Library staff. 

By request of the Director of the Wisconsin State 
Library School, a young woman who hoped to enter it, took 
her required " month^s experience in an accredited library " 
here during the summer. Apprentices give their time for 
the sake of the training. In return, they are scheduled 
in all departments of the library. 

Brandies* 
A generous gift of $20,000.00 for two branch library 
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buildings was accepted from Mr. Carnegie, in accordance 
with his c(Mi(htions, at the lx*ginning of the year. The 
branches will be built and ready for use before the end of 

Priotios:. 

The following lists wore prepared and printed for dis- 
tribution during the year: 

liooks on Xew Jersey in the ICast ( )range Library. 

Hooks on I'rench literature in the ICast Orange Library. 

Local History collection. 

Library books to read in the iMuirth (irade. Similar lists 
were printed for the 1^'ifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth 
Grades. ( Printed in co-operation with the Hoard of Edu- 
cation.) 

Some suggestions of books for Christmas gifts for 
grown people. ( Printed in co-operation with the Pratt 
Institute Free Lil)rary, lirooklyn.) 

Books suggested as Christmas gifts to children; supple- 
mentary to the list printed in 1905. 



DETAILS OF DEPARTMENTS TO SUPPLEMENT 
THE DIRECTOR'S REPORT.-Pagc 7. 

CATALOGING DEPARTMENT^ (MISS SMITH. ) 

The accessions for the year were: by purchase, 1,599 
volumes; by gift, 1,081 volumes; by binding, 181 volumes, 
a total of 2,861 volumes. Nearly all of these have been 
cataloged. There were added to the main department 2,631 
volumes, to the children's room 230 volumes, of which 107 
were new titles. Books were worn out and discarded to 
the number of 662. There are now in the library 22,324 
volumes. 

Cataloging. 

During the past year the library has experimented with 

Library of Congress catalog cards. Previous to this the 

catalog was entirely in manuscript, as that method seemed 

the most economical in time and money under the condi- 
tions. Cataloging was then done, for the most part, at odd 

minutes at the delivery desk. Now, however, printed cata- 
log cards are ordered from the Library of Congress when 
books are ordered that it is known the library will keep. 
All other books are bought on ten days* approval, and are 
read before they are added to the collection. Printed cata- 
log cards are ordered for these books after they are classi- 
fied. The cards usually reach the library within three days. 
Classification numbers and subject headings are added 
to the Library of Congress cards with the typewriter. The 
Library of Congress cards have cost, so far, three and two- 
fifth cents per title. The mental processes of cataloging 
are about the same whether cards are ordered or the work 
is done here by hand, therefore the best comparison can 
be made with the actual cost of writing the cards. It has 
been estimated here at three and one-half cents per title. 

United States Government Document* 

The many United States Government documents in the 
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library have been carefully examined and those series de- 
cided ui>on which it seemed wisest to keep. All others were 
discarded. Requests sent to Senator Dryden and Congress- 
man Wiley for such volumes as were missing in the series 
met with satisfactory resiK)nses. The documents were pre- 
pared for circulation and placed on the shelves with other 
books on the subjects of which they treat. Cards for con- 
tinuat'ons were made in the following form: 



Continuation. 



Ciovernment Documents. 
U. S. Labor, lUircau of, 
bulletins. 



Due : I\very other month. 
Have: 1-25 (bound), 26 to date (unbound). 
On mailing list. 
Catalogued. 

Current issue in Men's Reading Room recorded as a 
periodical. 



This record shows what the library purposes to have and 
whether the scries are up to date. 

The Catalogue of United States Documents is consulted 
for special rc])orts from time to time, and such as are of 
interest to this community are sent for. They are treated 
as individual books. 

Card Shelf List. 
When the library was organized books were shelf-Hsted 
on sheets, but as more copies of a book were added this 
method became inconvenient and it was decided to change 
to the card shelf-list. It is being done gradually by shelf- 
listing on cards all new books, and whenever another copy 
ia added to the library making the card shelf-list for prev- 
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lous copies first. The fiction shelf-list was copied on cards 
before taking the inventory in June. The entire library was 
then checked within two weeks, leaving the final chasing 
down of missing volumes for spare minutes during the 
summer. 

Notable Accetilofii« 

R. G. Moulton, (ed). -^Modern Reader's Bible. 20 vols. 

Robert Chambers — Book of Days. 2 vols. 

B. J. Lossing — Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812. 

B. J. Lossing — Pictorial History of the Civil War. 3 vols. 

J. N. Larned — Literature of American History. 

New Jersey; a Historical and Commercial History. 

Engineering Index; five-yearly supplement, 1901-1905. 

William Beattie — Castles and Abbeys of England. 2 vols. 

Mrs. N. H. Moore — Lace Book. 

Harper — Book of Facts. 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature. Vol. I., 1900- 

1904. \ 
Honore de Balzac — Comedie Humaine. Katherine Worme- 

ley, Translator. 19 vols. 

J. C. Ridpath — History of the World. 9 vols. 

Matthew Henry — Bible Commentary. 5 vols. 

The last two were gifts. 

DELIVERY DEPARTMENT. (MISS HERRONO 

The work of this department has steadily increased. The 
membership and circulation given in the Directors' report, 
page 7, testify to this fact. 

There has been a four per cent decrease of fiction read, due 
in a degree to the longer time a book may be kept, as ex- 
plained in the Director's Report, page 7, and to the 
special topic cases referred to in the annual report for 1905. 
These special topic cases proved so successful that three 
others were arranged. One is devoted to new books, not 
fiction, which circulate from this case for two months and 
are then placed on the regular shelves. On a bulletin 
board near the case is posted the list of these new books. 
A case marked " Books by East Orange Authors " shows 
that our city is well represented in literature. This collec- 
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tion has attracted much attention. Below a bulletin board 
bearing quotations on the use of books has been placed a 
single shelf, which is used for the " Books of Power of 
All Ages and All Countries," a list of i,ioo titles compiled 
by the Providence Public Library. This list is hung near 
the shelf and a changing selection of books has been made 
from it for this special shelf each week. Another case is 
used for the rotation of every class of books in the library. 
This is following the plan used in the Pittsfield, Mass., 
Library. Beginning with philosophy, groups of books are 
brought from the book-stack and placed in this case. Each 
class being completed before the next one is presented. The 
purpose is to bring into notice the full resources of the 
library on every subject. The two cases of interesting 
books for young pcoi)lc, described in the report for 1905, 
page 17, have been continued. 

The list of a thousand of the best novels, published by the 
Newark Library, and revised in 1906, has been checked 
with abbreviations to indicate various types of stories most 
in demand, as sea stories, historical, detective, cheerful 
stories, and others. A key to the abbreviations used has 
been pasted on the cover. A copy so checked has been 
hung at the entrance to each book-stack and is frequently 
consulted. Copies of this list, not checked, are kept at the 
delivery desk and sold at cost. They are in constant de- 
mand. 

Directions to Borrowers* 

Full directions for using the card catalog have been 
placed above it. They are as follows: 

How to Use the Catalog* 
The cards in this catalog are arranged alphabetic- 
ally. Use it like a dictionary. 
Every book is entered here, in three places — under , 

its author, under its title, and under its subject. 
If you know the author or title of a book, look for 
either. If you wish books on any particular 
subject look for that subject. 

For the life of a person, look under his name, or 
the name of the author of the book, 
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When you have found the entry you wish, copy the 
full number, from the upper left corner of the 
catalog card. 
In alphabetizing, the articles "a," *'an" and **the" 

are disregarded. 
When in doubt ask a member of the staff. 
This catalog does not represent all the resources of 

the Library. 
For further material in the* Library, consult in the 

Reference Room — 
Periodicals, through Poole's Subject Index ; 
Pamphlets, in the Vertical Filing Case ; 
Clippings, in the Vertical Filing Case; 
Subject lists of books^ in the Vertical Filing Case ; 
The classified Picture Collection ; 
The list of Maps; 

The Local History Collection, and in the 
Book-Stacks : — Government Documents. 
Two guide cards, with clearly printed directions for using 
the catalog, have been placed in each drawer of the catalog 
case. These were secured from the I^ouisville, Ky., 
Library. 

Traveltng Libraries* 

The books sent out to the Hose and Engine houses and 
to the Police Station have met with the approval of their 
readers. Exchanges have been made whenever requested. 
The Eastern Hose Company reports a circulation of 69. 
The Police Station reports a circulation of 233. 

Study Qtibs. 

The work with the Study Clubs has been along the same 
lines as last year. All clubs sent their programs to the 
library early in the summer. Complete lists of the library^s 
resources on all the topics to be taken up by the clubs were 
compiled, printed in the East Orange Gazette, and, when- 
ever requested by the clubs, reprints of these lists were 
made at a nominal cost and sent to the presidents. Many 
books not owned by th^ library were bought at the sugges- 
tion of the clubs, 
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Chrbtmai Exhibits* 

The Christmas exhibit of books is carefully selected and 
is lent by the publishers for the month of December. 
The selection for children aims to give books one would 
have no child grow up without knowing. The selection 
gives both best editions and inexpensive ones. Those for 
grown ])eople include the best books of the year, some old 
favorites, and examples of series. 

Lists giving publisher and price are printed through the 
co-oi)eration of the Pratt Institute Free Library and placed 
near the books for free distribution. 



PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT. (MISS PIDERIT ) 

The circulation of magazines has been continued this 
year with a great increase in their use. They seem to be 
almost as popular as recent fiction. The average circula- 
tion has been i6i per month, a total of 1,928 during the 
year. A few new magazines have been added this year to 
take the place of others discontinued, and the most popular 
magazines have been duplicated for the men's reading 
room. Suggestions for magazines wanted will be wel- 
comed. 

In order to keep magazines that circulate frequently in 
good condition, red rope manilla paper has been used to 
cover them. This makes an attractive and durable cover 
and protects the magazines for binding. 

Binding of fifty magazines was begun this year as ex- 
plained in the Director's Report, page 9. Local papers 
from 1903 to date have also been bound. 

During the past year, as in other years, many gifts of 
magazines have been received. Many periodicals lack odd 
numbers to complete the sets. A list of these may be found 
on page 9 in the library report for 1905. 

In the reference room may be found a card shelf-list of 
all magazines in the library. The cards are arranged 
alphabetically according to the magazine and show a com- 
plete list of the volumes and numbers the library contains. 
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Tabulated list of current periodicals on file : 

Magazines — 

Quarterlies 7 

Monthlies 76 

Weeklies 38 

Dailies i 

122 
Newspapers — 

Weeklies 6 

Dailies 12 

18. 
Thirty-six of the above are gifts. 

Fourteen of the most popular magazines are duplicated 

for the men's reading room and for binding. 

Bulletin Boards. 

Last year a bulletin board was placed at the East Orange 
Station, showing interesting articles in current magazines, 
and new books added to the library. A like bulletin board 
was recently placed in the Post Office. Lists are also posted 
in the Woman's Club of Orange, and in the men's reading 
room in the library. They are changed each month. 

BINDING AND CONDITION OF BOOKS* (MISS BAYLEY,) 

The system of repairing books given in the 1905 report 
has been continued, and also the plan of sorting and pre- 
paring books before sending them to the bindery. The 
method of record is borrowed from the Newark Library, 
and is as follows : 

A letter of instruction is filed with each binder, giving 
materials chosen, colors, style, placing of lettering, etc. 
Book-cards serve as records- of books sent to the bindery 
and are strapped together and labeled. All books to be 
bound in one material are packed by themselves. When 
books return they and the book-cards are stamped with 
binder's name and date, and are prepared for circulation. 

The selection of the right kind of binding at moderate 
cost for public libraries where the book is subjected to hard 
usage is a problem. In its solution other libraries have 
been consulted. Excellent results have been obtained by 
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the two binders on whom we depend: Cedric Chivers and 
William Rademaekers, of Newark, who binds as directed 
in Mr. Dana's " Notes on Bookbinding." Cowhide or pig- 
skin is used for the backs of much used books. EngHsh 
imperial morocco cloth and keratol are used for sides, 
iiound magazines or newsi)ai)ers which are handled little 
are bound in canvas backs and morocco cloth sides. As 
stated in detail in the report of the directors, page lo, 
2,o()2 books have been rebound during the year and none 
that were rebound during 1905 have needed to be bound 
again. 

Repairing of books, so far as will not injure them for 
rebinding, is systematically done each day and books 
promptly returned to the shelves. Careful training is given 
to persons who do this work. 

Gifts. 

The library has been well remembered during the year. 
Over 900 bound volumes have been given by interested ci}:i- 
zens. The full list appears in the director's report, page 
9. Books and material of historical value, to form the 
nucleus of our Local History Collection, are among these 
gifts. Among the permanent gifts not included in reading 
material may be mentioned the large Alaskan moose head 
for the children's room. It is a valuable acquisition and 
has given great pleasure to the children. 

THE CHILDREN'S ROOM. (MISS ROBERTA HERRON.) 

The circulation of books from the children's room dur- 
ing the year 1906 shows an increase of 613 over that of 
last year, the number of books circulated for 1905 being 
21,426, and for 1906, 22,039, ^^ average circulation of 71 
books per day. Increase of circulation is in part due to 
work with the schools and to well selected reading Hsts. 
These were printed and distributed through teachers to 
children of the respective grades in all schools — public, pri- 
vate and parochial. 

Out of a total circulation of 146,000 volumes, 22,039 
volumes read by children is not a proper proportion. When 
branch libraries bring books nearer to their homes an in- 
crease will appear without doubt. But this 22,039 volumes 
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borrowed from the library by no means represents the total 
supervised reading done during the year by East Orange 
children. The seven grammar schools have carefully se- 
lected libraries of not less than 600 volumes each. All 
books bought for these libraries are approved by a com- 
mittee which, by State law, includes two school principals, 
the superintendent of education, one citizen, and the 
librarian. These seven schools show a circulation during 
the school year of 1906 of 16,845 volumes. With our 
22,039 volumes circulated, we have a total of 38,884 vol- 
umes read in the city. This is on a par with other cities of 
25,000 people. 

Book Selection* 
The aim in book-selection for the children's room is to 
fill in gaps on subjects that are weak, and not to add recent 
titles until demand for the well known and necessary books 
has been met. Consequently, few of the new publications 
of the year have been bought. The number of books added 
during the year 1906 is 230 volumes. Our collection of 
fiction is sufficient. More copies of books on special sub- 
jects, such as nature, history, biography, travel, and elec- 
tricity, are needed. 

Bulletin ^ork* 

Special lists have been compiled for each holiday and for 
topics of interest. Appropriate bulletins have been ar- 
ranged for these topics. Notices of these special selec- 
tions and lists have been sent to each school and mention 
made that all material would be reserved for use at the 
library. 

Parents are allowed to borrow books on their study cards 
for children too young to have cards of their own. The 
Caldecott, Greenaway, Walter Crane and several other pic- 
ture books are in the library. Any child that can read and 
sig^ his name is granted a card if a g^own person will 
stand responsible. The parent's signature is preferred. 
Three hundred and fifty-six children have registered during 
the year. 

The vacation privilege, adopted in the delivery depart- 
ment, was extended to the children's room. 
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The heaviest percentage of non-fiction read by the boys 
is in the three classes of sports, history, and biography, and 
by the girls is in biography and fairy tales. The reading 
of non-fiction of two boys during 1906 is here given: 

nRST BOY. 

Brooks — First Across the Continent. 

Abbott — Daniel Boone. 

Ingersoll — Wild Neighbors. 

Buckley — Fairy-land of Science. 

Lossing — Two Spies. 

Abbott — Christopher Carson. 

Baker — Boy's Book of Inventions. 

Ober — Under the Cuban Flag. 

Seton — Monarch, the Big Bear. 

Kingsley — Madam How and Lady Why. 

Beard — Outdoor Handy Book. 

HoflFmann — Modern Magic. 

HoflFmann — Conjuror Dick. 

Seton — Two Little Savages. 

Seton — Wild Animals I Have Known. 

St. John — How Two Boys Made Their Own Electrical 

Apparatus. 
St. Johy — ^Things a Boy Should Know About Electricity. 
Lukin — Boy Engineers. 
Meadowcroft — A B. C. of Electricity. 

SECX)ND BOY* (COLOREDJ 

Holbrook — 'Round the Year in Myth and Song. 

Brooks — *Century Book of American Revolution. 

Lovejoy — Poetry of the Seasons. 

Yonge — Young Folks History of Germany. 

Kellogg — Australia. 

Knox — Adventures of Two Boys In Japan and China. 

Hawthorne — *Wonder Book. 

Laboulay — Last Fairy Tales. 

Cozzens — Marvelous Country. 

Van Bergen — Story of China. 

Barnes — Midshipman Farragut. 

Baldwin — Hero Tales Told In School. 

Seton — Two Little Savages. 

Lang — True Story Book. 

Drake — Watch-fires of '76. 

Seton — Lives of the Hunted. 

Jacobs — More English Fairy Tales. 

Knox — Through Africa. 

McLeod — Book of King Arthur. 
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Seawell — Paul Jones. 
Carpenter — Asia. 

Yonge — By Canoe and Dog Train. 
Butterworth — Zigzag Journeys in Europe. 
Bostock — Training of Wild Animals. 
Owen — Voodoo Tales. 
Hart — Colonial Children. 
Monteith — Some Useful Animals. 
Custer — General Custer. 
Stokes — The Common Trees. 
Books marked thus (*) were borrowed twice. 

Periodicals in the children's room are the St. Nicholas, 
Youth's Companion, Bird Lore, and Amateur Work. The 
American Boy and Saturday Evening Post have been dis- 
continued. The only value of the American Boy was its 
information on stamps. The Saturday Evening Post 
proved too old. 

To our reference collection have been added Champlin's 
Encyclopedia of Natural History, Our Holidays, St. Nich- 
olas Index, and several more bound volumes of St. Nich- 
olas. 

Christmas Exhibit. 

The annual Christmas exhibit of children's books was 
held from December ist to January ist. The collection, 
numbering about 278 titles appropriate for Christmas gifts 
to children, was lent by the publishers. Parents checked 
their lists for purchase elsewhere. 

Oassified Picture Collection. 

In connection with the work of the schools a classified 
picture collection has been started. All discarded pamph- 
lets and magazines have been used for it. The pictures 
have been arranged in folders under specific subject head- 
ings, and the folders arranged alphabetically by subjects 
and placed in the reference room. All book covers of 
special value in design have been grouped and lent to 
teachers and pupils. The work of the picture collection 
has been done entirely outside of library hours on evenings 
given by meitibei's of the staff. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frances L. Rathbone, 

Librarian, 
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FORMER DIRECTORS. 

F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 2"], 1903. 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C. LYON. 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. DILL, 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

1907. 

J. FR.VXKLIX FORT, Appointed Jan. J2, 1900. 
President from May 2y, 1903, to date. 

ALEXANDER KIXG, Appointed Jan. 21, 1900. 
DAVID S. WALTOX. Appointed Jan. jj. ryoo. 
Treasurer from April 18, 1900, to date. 

EDWARD O. STAXLEY, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
Secretary from April 18, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

CHARLES A. STERLIXG, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
ROBERT VV. iiAWKESWORTH, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
Vice-President from Jan. 21, 1905, to date. 

WILBUR S. JOHXSOX, Appointed May 2-7, 1903. 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, Appointed May 27, 1903. 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS, Appointed Jan. 21, 1905. 



STANDING COMMITTEES, 
Building G>minittee. 

CHARLES A. STERLLXG, 
ALEXAXDER KIXG, DAVID S. WALTOX. 

Book Committee- 

EDWARD O. STAXLEY, 
ROBERT W. llAWKIi;SWORTH, J. FRAXKLIX FORT. 

Auditing Committee. 

WILBUR S. JOHXSOX, 
ALBERT S. MARTEX, OCTAVUS C. MYERS. 



President of the Board, Hon. JOHX FRAXKLIX FORT, Gover- 
nor of Xew Jersey. 

Vice-President of the Board, ROBERT W. IIAWKESWORTH. 

Treasurer of the Board, DAVID S. WALTOX. 

Secretary of the Board, FRAXCES L. RATHBOXE, Librarian. 



LIBRARY STAFF. 

FRAXCES L. RATHBOXE, Librarian. 
JESSIE G. SMITH, Catalogue Department. 
SARA HERROX, Delivery Department. 
CAROLLXE PIDERIT, Periodical Department. 
SARAH BAYLEY, Binding and Gifts. 
ROBERTA HERRON, Children's Room. 
HELENA D. APPLETOX, Assistant. 

Edward J. Moore; Janitor". Frank Stevens, Page. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR J907. 



RECEIPTS. 



City appropriation for 1907 $9,500.00 

Balance of book fund in hands of Directors. 

January i, 1907 $1,147.41 

Fines, reserves, rent of hall and gifts 1,421.98 2,569.39 



$12,069.39 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Disbursements that increase permanent 
value of Library property : 

Books: new titles and duplicates. .$1,527.35 
Furniture and fixtures * 71-59 $1,698.94 

Maintenance of equipment : running 
expenses : 

Books : replacements 66.68 

Magazines 300.20 

Newspapers 66.25 

Binding : periodicals 47-9- 

Rebinding : books 7' -2.55 

Library supplies 312.18 

Printing 107.05 

Telephone 72. 1 1 

Janitor's supplies 1 17.97 

Coal M3-46 

Light 424. 10 

Water 39.53 

Street sprinkling 7.50 

Repairs 75 1 04 

Refunded (Paid for books lost, 

afterwards found) 7.10 

Cartage 29.00 

Postage 49.04 

Miscellaneous 61.90 

Librarian and staff : salaries 4,219.17 

Janitor and page : salaries 1,138.76 8,739.91 

Total disbursements for the year $10,438.85 

Balance of city appropriation $^6.35 

Balance in the hands of Directors, 

December 31, 1907 1,604.19 1,630.54 

$12,069.39 $12,069.39 
Examined and found correct . 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS, 

Auditing Committee. 

Number Cost per 

Number of of Volumes Net Book to 

Population. Borrowers. in Library. Circulation. Circulate. 

28,006 12,288 or 44% 'iZa2'7 1 35*486 7 2-1 cents 



HOURS WHEN LIBRARY IS OPEN. 

9 A. M. to 6:30 P. M. every day but Sunday. 
9 A. M. to 9 P. M. Monday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
Open as usual on all holidays except Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
the Fourth of July. On these days the Library is closed. 

REGISTRATION. 

Any resident of East Orange, (temporary or permanent), may 
borrow books when he has signed an application, and been identified. 
For identification the directory, a registered borrower, or some per- 
sonal thing like a bank book, or commutation ticket is sufficient. 
Sometimes a calling card is accepted. An endorsement is required 
for children under eighteen years of age. There is no arrangement 
for out-of-town memberships at present. 

LENDING BOOKS. 

Any borrower may take one book of recent fiction that is limited 
to seven days, charged upon his borrower's card. He may take any 
needed number of other books, fiction or non-fiction, if not in de- 
mand, and may keep these four weeks. These are charged to his 
card number, but not charged upon his card. He may also take one 
periodical published during the last twelve months, not the current 
issue, for seven days. Books limited to seven days can not be re- 
newed or transferred to another card. All other books may be kept 
four weeks, and may ])e taken for another four weeks, H brought 
to the library to be charged again, and if no one else wishes them. 
Books may be re-charged in this way whenever due, if desired. If 
kept overtime, two cents a day is charged for each book, Sunday ex- 
cepted. If it is known that a book or books will be wanted fe** 
more than a month, the borrower may give the date of return whtii 
having them charged, with the understanding that the books r'-'y 
be called in if needed by some one else. ^ 

VACATION PLAN. 

The Vacation Plan extends from May ist to October ist of each, 
year. During this time any person may take six books not in de- 
mand, and keep them until any date set by himself, up to October 
1st. If kept over the date set ])y the borrower two cents a day is 
charged for each book, as usual. 
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS. n 

All books in the Children's Room may be kept four weeks. Chil- 
dren may take one story, and as many other books as they need. 
Grown people may borrow these books as well as children. 

RESERVE NOTICES. 

Books may be reserved, and a notice that they are ready will be 
sent upon payment of five cents. This sum may be paid when leav- 
ing the reserve, or when calling for the book. Copie'S of fiction 
having odd copy numbers can not be reserved. This lets half the 
copies of a popular novel go directly to the book shelves. 

REFERENCE BOOKS. 

Reference books may be borrowed for over night, or over Sunday, 
as at such times no one is deprived of their use. 



REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



East Okanc.k, X. J., January 2, 1908. 

To the Honorable William Car dwell, Mayor of the City of 
East Orange: 

Dear Sir: — Among the records of the year that make it 
a pleasure to present to yofi this our fifth annual report 
are to be mentioned the condition into which the building 
has been put by thorough repairs, and the increased use 
made of it and its contents by East Orange people: 

In January the whole building, main floor and basement, 
was re-frescoed. The library was open during all of this 
time, but conducted through the Assembly Room in the 
basement, until the main floor, cleared in this way, was 
fipished. The surprise is that the circulation of books, 
i..Kler these difficulties, did not fall off, but increased over 
f jrevious year. 

l'sc of the 23,227 volumes now in the library has taken 
another leap ahead. As recorded last year all books ex- 
rcpt recent fiction may be kept four weeks. On this basis, 
135,486 volumes were borrowed during 1907, an increase 
of 8,431 volumes over the 127,055 borrowed last year. Or, 
^f we reckon circulation on the two-week basis, customary in 
iost public libraries, there have been circulated during 1907 
159,920 volumes, an increase of 12,939 over last year. 
Seventy-five per cent, of these have been fiction — a drop of 
one per cent, from last year. This circulation represents 
an average use of every book in the library f\\Q and eight- 
tenths times. 

There are now 12,288 persons registered as borrowers, an 
increase of 1,762 over last year, and forty- four per cent., 
nearly one-half, of the 28,000 people of the city. Of this 
number registered since the opening of the library f^wn 
years ago, 9,488 have used their cards within six months. 
Each person, therefore, has read an average of fifteen 
books during the year. It is evident that when branch 
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libraries are established they will be used. A table of com- 
parative registration and circulation follows : 

Number of 

Registered In- Total In- 

Borrowcrs. crease. Circulation, crease. 

Jan. I, 1904... 5498 1903... 97-642 

Jan. I, 1905. . . 7,224 1,72^) 1904. . .115,224 17,582 

Jan. I, 1906. . . 8,744 1,520 J905. . . 1 17,294 2,070 

Jan. I, i(/)7. .. 10,526 1,782 1906. .. 127,055 9,761 

with renewals 146,981 29,687 

Jan. I, i(/)8. . . 12,288 1,762 J907. . . 135,486 7,717 

with renewals 159,920 12,939 

At the present time 5,635 bowks are out in circulation, or 
over one-(iuarter of the whole collection. This is an in- 
crease, of books in the homes of the people, over this date 
last year by 2,145. It is a heavy proportion to be in use, 
and is the saving grace that makes jrossible the housing of 
the collection in the shelving at present provided in the 
library. It will be necessary to furnish temporary shelving 
at once in the Assembly. Room to hold the growing collec- 
tion until the branch libraries are built. 

A report of books missing from the beginning of the 
library to date is fitting before additions are given. The 
losses are surprisingly small. An inventory has been taken 
each year. Books missing one year are often found at the 

next inventory. 

I^^iction. X on -fiction. 

Missing, J905 7 4 

1906 10 

1907 1 12 76 

Juvenile 45 47 

Totals 174 127 301 

Charged and not returned, 1907, Juvenile 23 

Charged and not returned, 1907, Adult 46 

(Probably will be recovered. ) 

Tliis represents one missing in every 1,602 circulated, 
from the beginning of the library. 

Each morning the library receives a re])()rt from the 
Board of Health of all cases of contagious diseases in the 
city. The names are looked for in our file of borrowers, 
and the cards held until the Board of Health reports the 
house disinfected. Library books, if at the house reported, 
are taken by the Board of Health and burned. The record 
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of such books is given the Ubrary, and the Hbrary assumes 

the loss. Losses by this means are 263 voUimes from the 

opening of the Hbrary to date. 

Total number of bound volumes in Library January 

I, 1907 - 22,324 

Additions during 1907 — 

By purchase i ,238 

By gift 772 

By binding 22^ 

2,233 2,233 
Deductions during 1907 — 

Taken by Board of Health, 1903 

to date 263 

Lost and paid for, 1903 to date. 89 

Lost — Inventory, 1903 to date. . 301 

Worn out or withdrawn, 1907. . 677 

Total deductions i'330 ^^33^ 

Xet additions after all deductions.. 903 903 

Total bound volumes in Library 

January i, 1908 2^,227 

Gifts to the library during the year have been many 
and varied: 

901 Bound volumes. 
354 Pamphlets. 
5,282 Periodicals. 
1,655 Newspapers. 

Among these were a set of the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica, 25 volumes, and Scott's Waverley Novels, 12 volumes. 
Besides the above may be mentioned a large flag, 12x20 feet, 
for the building; a large and fine painting by J. Lyman, Jr., 
entitled '*A Summer Night," now hung in the Reference 
Room, and a medallion of Savonarola. The Directors wish 
to express their appreciation of the spirit toward the library 
manifested by these gifts from over 200 different citizens of 
East Orange, and to assure these friends of the library that 
such gifts strengthen its power for giving help and pleasure 
to the people who use it. 

The work for the year has been a steady development of 
lines already started. Eew new lines of work have been 
undertaken, but none already assumed have been dropped 
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unless the result failed to justify the time and thought ex- 
pended. 

Work in co-operation with the schools has therefore 
been continued in the rei)rinting, in co-operation with the 
i>oard of Education, and distributing of the graded lists 
of IxK^ks, to every child in the ])ublic, private and ])arochial 
schools of the city. More co])ies of these books have been 
lx)Ught to meet the increased demand. Principals express 
their confidence in the work these lists are doing, and cer- 
tificates are soon to be given by the Superintendent of Edu- 
cation to children who have fulfilled the required reading. 

A few books have been bought for principals and teach- 
ers at their requests. During the summer vacation the 
Stockton School library was opened once a week for the 
children of the neighborhood at the request of the prin- 
cipal. In l^^ebruary an exhibit of the manual training work 
of the High School was held under the care of the in- 
structor. Miss Mahon, in the Assembly Room of the 
library. It was ()])cn for ten days, and was attended by 
1,666 persons. 

Assembly Room use during the year was as follows: 

People 
attending. 
Daughters of the American Revolution — 7 meetings 163 
Manual Training Exhibit of High School — 10 days. 1,666 

Readings from Shakespeare — 3 122 

Readings to children — 1 1 133 

Citizens' meetings — 2 200 

Miss Pitman's Itcture 150 

Municipal Art League fi 

Musical Art Society 50 

Musical — Mrs. Federer 285 

Homeopathic Hospital Committee — 5 meetings.... 115 

Sons of the American Revolution 20 

Musical — Mr. Richardt 250 ' 

Nurses' Guild of Xew Jersey — 2 sessions 100 

Total 3.265 

The Local History Collection has ijfrown throusfh the 
interested response made by various local organizations to 
our letter asking for 'all their re])orts and printed matter. 
The papers on Xew Jersey mentioned in the last report and 
prepared by the Wednesday Club, one of the literary clubs, 
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are part of the collection. The type-writing of these papers, 
eighteen in number, is a much appreciated gift from the 
New Jersey Business College, or its head — Mr. Newcomer. 

Books have been rebound to the number of i,o66 at a 
cost of $548.88. This is a decrease in the amount spent in 
binding by $613.79 ^i*om last year, yet the physical condition 
of the books in the library is up to the standard of last year. 
It means that the binding has been well done and is lasting. 

The vacation plan of lending books — a half-dozen not in 
demand to one borrower — was as generally used and as 
appreciated as usual. One change in customs has evolved 
from it. The library has continued to allow a borrower 
any number of books — fiction or non-fiction — not in demand. 
People are enjoying the privilege, and, as much of the older 
fiction stands on the shelves, there seems to be no reason 
why it should not be enjoyed. The percentage of fiction 
may rise in consequence, but if trash is persistently weeded 
out, as is our custom, when comes the question of re-bind- 
ing; and if all fiction bought is read on approval — in no 
bigoted way, but with a fair appreciation of varied needs 
and varied interests — to sift out the chaff, as is also the 
cu.stom; why should the library fear a high percentage of 
fiction ? 

Books are bought on approval as in the past, and nearly 
all requests for books not fiction are supplied in this way. 
Forms similar to the A. L. A. Booklist evaluation forms 
have been printed and a person is requested to fill out one 
of these to return with the book. The library thus has 
the opinion of an interested person, and perhaps of an ex- 
pert, as to the value of the book for this library. 

The inter-library loan plan has as usual enabled the library 
to serve many persons when its own resources failed. P>y 
this means 162 books have been borrowed from the Newark 
Library during the year, a much appreciated courtesy, for 
which the Directors wish to express their thanks. 

In November a plan of special delivery of books by a 
messenger, at ten cents per trip, was established. At first it 
was little used, although requests suggested the plan. But 
already people are finding it a convenience, and its use is 
increasing. 



FORMER DIRECTORS. 

F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 2^^ 1903. 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 190D, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C LYON. 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. DILL, 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 



BOARD OF DIRECl ORS. 

1907. 

J. FRAXKLIX FORT, Appointed Jan. J2, 1900. 
President from May 2^, 1903, to date. 

ALEXAXDER KIXG, Appointed Jan. jj, 1900. 
DAVID S. WALTOxX, Appointed Jan. jj. kjdo. 
Treasurer from April 18, 1900, to dale. 

EDWARD O. STAXLEY, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
Secretary from April 18, 1900, to Jan. Ji, 1905. 

CHARLES A. STERLIXG, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
ROBERT VV. HAWKESWORTII, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
Vice-President from Jan. 21, 1905, to date. 

WILBUR S. JOHXSOX, Appointed May zy, 1903. 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, Appointed May 2y, 1903. 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS, Appointed Jan. 21, 1905. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Building Committee. 

CHARLES A. STERLLXG, 
ALEXAXDER KIXG, DAVID S. WALTOX. 

Book Committee- 

EDWARD O. STAXLEY, 
ROBERT W. HAVVKE;SW0RTH, J. FRAXKLLX FORT. 

Auditing Committee. 

WILBUR S. JOHXSOX, 
ALBERT S. MARTEX, OCTAVUS C. MYERS. 



President of the Board, Hon. JOHX FRAXKLIX FORT, Gover- 
nor of Xew Jersey. 

Vice-President of the Board, ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTIL 

Treasurer of the Board, DAVID S. WALTOX. 

Secretary of the Board, FRAXCES L. RATHBOXE, Librarian. 



LIBRARY STAFF. 

FRAXCES L. RATHBOXE, Librarian. 
JESSIE G. SMITH, Catalogue Department. 
SARA HERRON, Delivery Department. 
CAROLINE PIDERIT, Periodical Department. 
SARAH BAYLEY, Binding and Gifts. 
ROBERTA HERRON, Children's Room. 
HELENA D. APPLETOX, Assistant. 

Edward J. Moore; Janitor'. Frank Stevens, Page. 



14 THE FREE PUBLIC LIBR.\RY. 

going to the library for pleasure, its availability for serious 
uses might not have been apparent. As explained in the 
Directors' report, page ii, all fiction is read before it is* 
added to the library. There is now no restriction upon the 
quantity of books, fiction or non-fiction, that a person may 
take. The percentage of fiction will probably increase in 
consequence. Yet the use of fiction is justified, for East 
Orange people very generally use the library for their fiction 
which they read but once, and do not care to own, and buy 
books which they wish to keep. This is a legitimate use of 
their public library, for it leaves their personal book-funds 
free for books of more lasting value. Many persons who 
read very heavy books take fiction for resting. Any fiction 
reader will absorb two or three novels in the time that it 
would take another to read one book of biography, history 
or science. That the above is true is shown by the fact 
that, although the fiction loaned each day averaged 75 per 
cent, of the books borrowed, the books out in circulation at 
one time were only 66 2-3 per cent, fiction. The percentage 
of serious reading done by East Orange people is therefore 
one-third of all their reading. And this does not include 
the reference use made of the lil)rary which represents some 
of its best work. 

Branch Libraries. 
]\Ir. Carnegie's promised gift of $20,000.00 for two branch 
library buildings in East Orange has been increased to 
$39,000.00 for three buildings, each to cost $13,000.00. The 
city has accepted the gift, promising to furnish the sites, and 
TO per cent, for maintenance. The citizens have asked for 
these branch libraries, and have urged their prompt con- 
struction. ]iast Orange is to be congratulated upon recog- 
nizing the fact that branches are im])erative, to bring the 
library's books within reach of children who otherwise are 
deprived of their use by distance, and to make reading cen- 
ters, free to all, in the outlying portions, of the city. 

The Staff. 

In a recent lecture by Dr. Luther Gulick before -the 

Woman's Club of Orange, he said the capacity for "team 

work," as distinguished from individual work on the part 

of women, was a recent and advanced development, — ^that 



OUTSIDE INTERESTS. 1 5 

• 

the club movement was one expression of it. I wish to 
congratulate the staff upon the gain they have made this 
year in "team work." The organization of the staff is 
planned to give every member of it many hues of work, but 
to hold each person responsible for the planning and direc- 
tion of some one line. This recjuires that a member of the 
staff when working in one department directs, when work- 
ing in another department is (Hrected. The subordination 
of self to the good of the whole is essential if this method 
would succeed. The co-operation that abets the one in 
charge at one time, and directs with ecjual care and kindli- , 
ness the next time requires a high sense of fair play, and a 
clear vision of the gain to the library. l>ut it permits each 
member of the staff to develop on broader lines, 1 believe, 
than any other method could. It preserves individuality, 
and it rises above the need of discipline by substituting co- 
operation. The gain that has been made towards this goal 
is resulting in time saved, in details kept well up to the 
standard, and in the dove-tailing and co-ordination of the 
whole work. Without the right spirit on the part of the 
staff tliis could not have been accomplished. 

Outside Interests. 

To keep in touch with other libraries and librarians is one 
of the best means of growth for a library and its staff. This 
library had the honor of being selected as one of those to 
receive a visit during last spring from 

The Pratt Institute Library School, Brooklyn ; 

The New York State Library School, Albany ; 

The New York Public Library Apprentice Class. 

Members of the staff are given library time to attend as 
many library meetings as they can find convenient. 

Your librarian was asked to give a course of fourteen lec- 
tures on the administration of a library of 20,000 volumes. 
before tlie New York State Library School in May. \\'ith 
the approval of the Directors the lectures were prepared and 
given. In October she was asked to lead discussion at the 
New York Library Club on the "Relations between the 
Librarian and the Staff" — and to take part in the discus- 
sion. of the relations between the staff and the public, at the 
, meeting of the New Jersey Library Association. 



REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS. 



CATALOGING DEPARTMENT. 

A change in the classification of books of poetry, drama, 
essays, orations, letters and miscellany — the form divisions 
of literature — has been undertaken after discussion. It has 
seemed more convenient in an open-shelf library, which is 
for the general reader rather than for the special student, 
to have but one place for all poetry in the English language, 
whether by an American or an Englishman, or whether 
translated into English — save translations from the Greek, 
Latin and minor languages ; to have but one place for essays, 
and so forth. Classes 821-828 of the Dewey Classification 
will therefore represent Belle lettres in the English language 
rather than Belle lettres of the English nation. As a result 
the corresponding numbers for the modern languages will 
be reserved for books untranslated, and those for American 
literature will be abandoned. 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS SMITH). 

This year, for the first time since the inception of the 
library, the cataloging department has been up-to-date with 
its work. It is the aim to have all cards filed in the catalogue 
by Saturday for the books added to the library during the 
week. This has been accomplished for the last few months. 

Catalogue cards are ordered from the Library of Con- 
gress when books come to the department in such numbers 
as to make it practical ; otherwise the cataloging is done on 
the typewriter. 

A revision of the card catalogue is being made. Books are 
being more thoroughly analyzed than they were before,. and 
more subject cards made. Following a suggestion by Miss 
Hitchler, a direction to the shelves where books on the 
subject may be found is given on the guide card, e. g., 
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*' Electricity. See books on shelves in class 537." Cross 
references to othef subjects are also written on the guide 
card. When the work of revision is completed it is hoped 
that every book will be adequately represented in the 
catalogue in all its phases. 

Card Shelf Ltit. 

The new card shelf list was finished in June, and greatly 
facilitated the taking of the yearly inventory. It has also 
made possible the counting of the titles in the library by 
classes. A very interesting table comparing the percentage 
of titles" in each class with the percentage of circulation of 
each class follows : 

Number of TiUes Circulatiou by 

by Classes, Classes, 1907, 

Adult Dep't. Percent. Adult Dep't. Percent. 

Philosophy 321 4.6 2,070 7. 

Religion 530 6.7 i ,772 6. 

Sociology 769 9.5 1,940 6.4 

Language 62 .8 530 2. 

Science 533 6.7 2,247 7.5 

Useful arts 528 6.6 1,864 6.3 

Fine arts 543 6.8 2,444 8.4 

Literature 1,388 17.5 6.542 22. 

Travel 877 1 1. 2,878 10. 

History 911 11. 5 3,44^ 12. 

Biography 1,449 18.3 3,661 12.4 

7,911 TOO. 29,394 100. 

Fiction 3,ioi Fiction 104,982 

Duplicates of all Magazines, 

classes 8,668 etc 3,602 

Total 19,680 137,978 

The purpose of this table is to determine the strength of 
the selection in the adult department in relation to use. The 
number of titles in a class of books better represents the 
strength of the collection than the total number of volumes, 
including duplicates. The demand is regulated by the 
variety in titles. These are duplicated to meet the demand. 
For these reasons the comparison is made on the basis of the 
number of titles rather than on the numerical strength of 
a class. 
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ACCESSIONS BY CLASSES, I907. 

Adult Dep't, Chili ren's Room, 

New Titles. Duplicates. New Titles. 

( leneral works 8 o o 

Philosophy 35 3 i 

ReHgion 53 8 i 

Sociology 94 7 31 

Language 22 3 i 

Science T/) 7 29 

U.seful arts 118 13 4 

Fine arts 35 9 15 

Literature 159 21 21 

History 97 13 23 

Traviel 79 5 o 

rJiography 114 6 8 

Fiction 438 157 83 

Magazines 223 o o 

1,541 252 217 

Duplicates 252 223 

Totals 1793 440 

But one-third of the book purchases of the year were fic- 
tion, leaving the proportion of fiction in the library, includ- 
ing duplicates, about one- fourth of the whole collection, or 
6,269 volumes. 

Notable Accessions* 

A sum of money appropriated by the Directors for the 
purchase of technical books w^as expended upon a list pre- 
pared by a civil engineer, a mechanical engineer, and an elec- 
trical engineer of the city, and afterwards submitted to Air. 
Craver, Technology Librarian of the Pittsburgh Library, 
who made but two changes in the list. The books purchased 
were all of the latest editions. 

A collection of books in the German language has been 
started with a nucleus of about 125 titles. Part of these 
are classics, and part fiction of a popular character. These 
books have all been cataloged during the year, as well as the 
books in the French language which were already in the 
library. A card shelf list of all books in foreign languages 
in the library has been made, and is accessible for con- 
sultation. 

A number of works on chemistry, the chemistry of foods, 
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and food adulteration were also added during the year. 
Other additions were : 

•Webster's dictionary, 1900 edition. 

Stoddard's lectures, 11 volumes. 

Epochs of ancient history, 11 volumes. 

The A. L. A. portrait index. 

Gray's anatomy. 

Woltmann & Woermann, History of Painting, 2 volumes. 

Zur Geschichte der Costueme. 

New Velasquez dictionary, part 2, English-Spanish. 

Moulton, Library of Literary Criticism, 8 volumes. 

DELIVERY DEPARTMENT. 

Here center all the activities of the library. The test of 
the success of every department, of every method, of every 
detail is made here, with the public. The head of each de- 
partment is scheduled to meet the public part of the time, 
to give borrowers the benefit of her special information, and 
to give her a chance through use, to test and adjust the 
methods in her department to practical needs. 

Nearly all reference work is done from the delivery desk. 
Reference questions are asked here and the member of the 
staff questioned assists the person in finding the informa- 
tion wanted, in the Reference Room or book-stacks. Ref- 
erence work is also done over the telephone. The library 
is very glad to serve the public by this means. Sometimes 
the required information can be given direct, over the tele- 
phone. Often a request in this way beforehand, gives a 
chance to select the best material that the library afTords, 
and to have it ready for the borrower's use when he calls. 
Teachers frequently ask to have material on a given subject 
reserved temporarily for a class. Reference use of the 
library by telephone will probably increase, and can be made 
a great convenience to East Orange people. 

As all persons do not understand that they may ask the 
$tafY for any information they wish, and not hunt it down 
themselves unless they prefer, a cordial invitation to ask 
assistance of the staff, freely, is here given. 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS HERRON). 

There has been a definite increase in the number of books 
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circulated during tlic past year, and a slight improvement in 
the quality of reading, which, considering the more liberal 
policy adopted this year in regard to fiction, and referred to 
in the Librarian's report, may be accepted as a decided gain. 

The average daily circulation was 512. The fiction per- 
centage was 75, against 76 per cent, last year. 

The majority of tlie special features mcnti(jned in the 
report for Kjof) has been contiiuied during 1907. One more 
special topic case has been used to bring together and make 
more accessible one hundred of the best novels as selected 
and listed by the Newark Library. 

Notices of changes in these s])ecial collections, of books 
added to the library, and any other items of interest to the 
public are sent to the local newspaper every week. 

The library subscribes to the Hook Review Digest, which 
is used for reference at the Deliverv Desk for critical re- 
views of anv books which the librarv may have added to 
its collection. This liook Review Digest cumulates in 
• August and December. Upon receipt of the cumulative 
issue the single issues of the preceding months are cut up, 
the book reviews are attached with clips to the book cards 
in the daily circulation, and when the book is returned to the 
library the review is pasted into the front of the book. 

To assist persons who are not familiar with many writers 
to a wider knowledge of fiction that would please them, two 
lists of novels have been printed. List I is pasted inside the 
cover of such writers as never need advertising, for they are 
recommended by their admirers. Among these writers are 
E. P. Roe, ]\Irs. Alexander, Mrs. Wister, translator, and 
others. 

Not a book is placed on List I that would prove disap- 
pointing, and nearly all are by authors who have many 
other favorites to their credit. Another copy of the list is 
])laced between the pages of the book to be kept by the bor- 
rower. In this way a person who needs a suggestion finds 
it in the list, and the list does not go to persons who have a 
wide knowledge of writers and prefer to choose for them- 
selves. 

List II includes writers who also make the story para- 
mount to the literary style, who are also favorites, but whose 
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stories afe a little heavier and add to these characteristics a 
charm in the telling, an insight into motive and life that give 
an added zest to the pleasure of the reader. A copy of 
List II is therefore similarly placed in every book mentioned 
on List I, and in other books by the same authors. Books 
mentioned on the lists are bought to meet demand. A fuller 
account of the basis of selection for these lists was given in 
the Library Journal for September, 1907, entitled **A Suc- 
cessful Experiment in Directing the Reading of Fiction." 
The lists follow : 

List I. 



Barr. 


in the Midst of Alarms. 


Brush. 


Colonel's Opera Cloak. 


Burnhani. 


Dr. Latimer. 




Next Door. 


Burnett. 


Louisiana. 


Davis. 


Soldiers of Fortune. 


Fothergill. 


First Violin. 


Fox. 


Kentuckians. 


Hornung. 


Irralie's Bushranger. 


Johnston. 


To Have and To Hold. 


King. 


Between the Lhies. 


Lynde. 


Helpers. 


McClelland. 


St. John's Wooing. 


McCutcheon. 


Brewster's Millions. 




Castle Craneycrow. 


Mulock. 


John Halifax. 


Westcott. 


David Harum. 


Wister. 


Virginian. 


VVoolson. 


Anne. 




List H. 


Allen. 


Choir Invisible. 


Barrie. 


Little Minister. 


Besant. 


Armorel of Lyonesse. 


Blackniore. 


Lorna Doonc. 


Churchill. 


Crisis. 


Crawford. 


Saracinesca. 


Crockett. 


Lilac Sunbonnct. 


Ford. 


Honorable Peter Sterling. 


Fox. 


Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come 


Frothingham. 


Turn of th^. Road. 


Glasgow. 


Voice of the People. 


Goodwin. 


White Aprons. 


Greene. 


Vesty of the Basins. 


Hope. 


Prisoner of Zenda, 


Mason. 


Four Feathers. 


Merriman. 


Sowers. 




With Edged Tools. 


Mitchell. 


Amos Judd. 


Parker. 


Scats of the Mighty. 


Smith. 


Caleb West. 


Tarkirigton. 


Gentleman from Indiana. 


Ward. 


Singular Life. 


Weyman. 


Under the Red Robe. 



Two of tlie collections of books sent to the Fire Engine 
Houses were returned to the library and a new arrangement 
adopted, at the suggestion of the men. We now make a 
selection of ten books instead of forty, and change these 
ten every month or oftener if requested. This change has 
proved more satisfactory and as the books are called for 
and returned by some member of the company, it entails no 
additional work for the library. 

The Eastern Hose Company reports a circulation of 397 ; 
the Ashland Hose Company, which adopted the above ar- 
• rangement in November, 117. Total — 514. 

Five lists of books were made covering the topics to be 
studied by the various literary clubs of East Orange. IJooks 
suggested by these clubs to strengthen the library's collec- 
tion in their special subjects, were purchased by the library. 
In January, 1907, we adopted the plan used in the Green- 
field, Mass., Library, of charging any number of non-fiction 
books to the reader's number ; that is, we stamp the dating 
slip aiTid book-card, and write the borrower's number on the 
book-card as is customary, but we do not make any record 
on the reader's card. To indicate that the book is issued 
without the reader's card, a cross in lead pencil is placed 
after the date of issue on the dating slip. This method 
eliminates all discharging when a book is returned and 
greatly simplifies the work of charging numerous non-fiction 
books. 

Following our annual custom, the Christmas exhibit of 
books lent to the library by the publishers was opened on 
December first. The collection contained books of the year, 
exclusive of fiction, suitable for gifts to adults. Over 100 
persons visited the exhibit and expressed their appreciation 
of an opportunity to lool^over at their leisure, so choice a 
selection of books, from which to make their Christmas lists 
for purchase elsewhere. 

REPORT OF PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT (MISS PIDERIT). 

The average circulation of magazines for the year 1907 
was 208 per month, a total of 2,493 during the year, against 
a total of 1,928 last year, an increase of 595. 
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The following have been added to our already large list 
of magazines : 

American Magazine. 
Keramic Studio. 
National Geographical Journal. 
Catholic World. 
Engineering Digest. 

Owing to the limited demand, the following magazines 
liave been discontinued : 

American Historical Review. 
Academy and Literature. 
Geographical Journal. 

During the past year 138 magazines have been bound. As 
many periodicals lack odd numbers to complete sets, and as 
many magazines received as gifts help to comj^lcte these 
sets, donations of any of the following would be greatly a])- 
l)reciated, especially from 1900 to date : 

American Historical Review. Geographical Journal. 

.\rena. Independent. 

Atlantic Monthly. International Quarterly. 

Book Buyer. International Studio. 

Catholic World. Lippincott's. 

Charities and the Commons. Littell's Living Age. 

Chautauquan. Nation. 

Contemporary Review. New England Magazine. 

Critic. Nineteenth Century. 

Current Literature. Overland Monthly. 

Dial. Political Science Quarterly. 

Eclectic. Popular Science Monthly. 

Education. Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

Educational Review. ^ Scientific American. 

Engineering Magazine. Scientific American Supplement. 

Eortnightly Review. Westminster. 

Forum. World's Work. 

A card shelf list, arranged alphabetically according to 
magazine, may be found in the Reference Room, giving a 
complete list of all volimies and numbers of magazines that 
the library contains. 

All magazines over six months old, when removed from 
the Reference Room, if indexed in Poole's Index or the 
Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, are filed in alpha- 
betical order in the Periodical Room. 

The library receives 41 periodicals as gifts. Twelve of 
the most popular ones are duplicated for the Men's Reading 
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Room. Thirteen daily newspapers are on file, four of which 
are local. 

Tabulated list of current periodicals on file : 

(Juarterlies lo 

Monthlies 84 

Bi-monthlies 2 

Weeklies 34 

Dailies i 

Total 131 

Over-Due Books. 

In all cases where books are seven days over-due a postal 
is sent to the borrower. Seven days later, if the book has 
not been returned, a letter is sent. At intervals of seven 
days after this, follow a messenger, a registered letter, and 
then the case is given to the Chief of Police. Five books 
have been collected through this last resort, Ikit 16 over- 
due books of the year 1907 are now missing. 

All books which have been exposed to contagious diseases 
are not returned to the library, but are collected by the 
Board of Health and burned. From 1903 to 1906. 164 books 
were collected by the Health Inspector and burned. During 
1907, 99 books were destroyed in this manner, making a 
total of 263 books destroyed since the opening of the library. 

BINDING AND GIFTS. 

As Miss Bayley's report will show, the amount spent m 
binding is much less this year than last. This will prob- 
ably not be the case again, for last year books from the 
opening of the library to date that needed rebinding were 
put into condition. This year we were abreast of the work, 
and had but the year's wear and tear to meet. From now on 
the amount of rebinding will probably iiicrease, keeping pace 
with the growth of the library. 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS BAYLEY). 

The process of binding and repairing books has been con- 
tinued with good results ; the former by contract, the latter 
by direct employment. 

The increase in circulation of books, together with the 
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poor quality of new books as currently purchased in pub- 
lishers' bindings, added very materially to our repair work 
and also deprived the library at the most important time of 
the use of many books. 

This difficulty has been satisfactorily solved, in the case of 
re])lacements, by the purchase of books bound from the pub- 
lishers' sheets by Cedric Chivers. This involves more 
expense in the first cost of the book, but in the long run has 
reduced the cost to the library, in saving the work of 
mending and rebinding. The largest number of circula- 
tions a new book in the publishers' binding has stood 
is 30. The largest number of circulations of a rebound 
book is 127. The book is still in good condition. liut 
the circulation of books bound from the publishers' sheets is 
almost unlimited. 

.The amount of money expended in binding this year has 
been very moderate, yet the book-stacks show the books to 
be in excellent condition for circulation. 

Each week the repair work has been finished and we have 
kept abreast of the routine work. 

The record of binding for the year by William II. Rade- 
mackers and Cedric Chivers shows 1,066 volumes as the total 
number rebound, at a cost of $548.88. This represents a 
decrease of 996 volumes from the previous year. 

Gifts. 

It is a pleasure to record the generous and appreciative 
gifts received during the year. They include bound books, 
periodicals and newspapers, both local and foreign, with 
standard fiction and books in the German and French lan- 
guages. The record is given in full on page 11 of the Di- 
rectors' report. 

Among the useful and ornamental articles loaned to the 
library are two cases of mounted birds and one large 
flamingo, placed in the Children's Room. An autograph 
copy of Whittier's poem "Sunset," with his note to the pub- 
lishers, was lent by the owner. Dr. Denis Wortman, for 
Whittier's birthday, and is still being enjoyed. From the 
same source was lent, a year ago, a case of implements used 
by the Indians of North America, which is still in the De- 
livery Room of the library. Another box of minerals, 
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which it is hoped can be exhibited when the branch libraries 
are built, has been -given by Miss Annie P. Kirk. 

Especially appreciated by all users of the library are the 
many gifts, during the season of cut flowers and blooming 
plants, and for the winter months gifts of rubber plants and 
palms. 

REPORT OF CHILDREN'S DEr-ARTMENT. 
(MISS ROBERTA HERRON), 

The total circulation of books for the year 1907 was 
21,942, an average of 70 per day. The largest circulation 
in any one day was 153, and the smallest 16. Four. hun- 
dred and sixty-five children registered during the year — 109 
more than in 1906. 

A revision was made of the graded lists mentioned in the 
report of 1906 and these lists were re-printed and distributed 
to the schools at the beginning of the school year. The use 
of these lists by the schools was thoroughly systematized, 
and a certificate is now issued at the close of the year to each 
child who has read one book in each of the groups on his list. 

New titles have been added to the Children's Room to the 
number of 217, the majority of which was non-fiction men- 
tioned in the graded lists. A table showing by classes all 
new titles and duplicates added to the children's collection 
may be found on page 18. The total number of volumes 
added is 440, making the whole children's collection 3.547. 
Fairy tales and myths, books on electricity, amusements, 
American history, nature stories and school and college 
stories are the most popular books. 

Several new collections of prose and poetry have been 
added to the Reference Collection, "Days and Deeds,'* by 
B. E. and E. B. Stevenson; ''Golden Numbers," by Wiggin 
& Smith; ''Thanksgiving and Christmas," by Schauffer, and 
"Stepping Stones to Literature." Our set of St. Nicholas 
has been bound through 1906. 

The bulletins and corresponding lists of books which sup- 
plied the greatest demand were those for Hallowe'en, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

A special collection of books for little children has been 
made, including picture-books and books adapted to children 
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in the first, second and third grades of school. When a child 
cannot read and therefore cannot have a card in his own 
name, the parents may draw books for him on their cards in 
addition to their own books. 

The vacation plan was continued this year. 

The annual Christmas Exhibit of children's books was 
held from December i to January 3. Several new titles were 
added, and many beautiful new editions of the old favorites 
were included in the collection. One hundred and thirty-one 
persons visited the exhibit and used it as a basis for their 
Christmas purchases of books. 

The time limit for children's books has been changed from 
two weeks to four weeks, making it uniform with the Adult 
Department of the library. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frances L. Rathbone, 

Librarian. 
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CITY OP EAST ORANGE, 1907. 

Population (estimated), 28,000 

Number of registered borrowers at library, 12,288 

Area of city (square miles), 4 

Assessable valuation of property, $40,198,200.00 

Tax rate, per $100.00, $1.50 

Bonded indebtedness, January i, 1908 $2,140,092.67 

Less Sinking Fund, $351,287.68 

Net debt, $1,788,804.99 

Amount raised for library, $9,500.00 

Library opened, Jan, 22, 1903 

Cost of site, all subscribed by citizens, $22,182.00 

Cost of library building, Mr. Carnegie, $49»979-i5 

Cost of extra furnishings to date, $99i-3i 

Value of books to date, $22,995.82 

Number of volumes in the library, 23,227 
Number of volumes lent for home use, 1906, 

with renewals, 146,981 
Number of volumes lent for home use, 1907, 

with renewals, I59»920 

Number of public schools, with High School, 8 

Number of pupils in public schools, July, 1906-7, 4»999 

Number of teachers in public schools, 136 

Number of private schools, 5 
Expenditure for education : 

Running expenses, $160,61546 
Bonds, real estate, building, equipment, etc.,.$i48,i3o.9i 

Value of school property, $897,922.30 
City cash disbursements for maintenance and 

operation, $1 470, 1 25.44 

The East Orange Library is the center of a choice resi- 
dence district and the geographical center of the city. 

The postoffice is one block away. 

A trolley line passes the door, with Newark 20 minutes 
away. 

Four Lackawanna Railroad stations are within walking 
distance. 

The Erie Railroad station is about two miles away. 

New York City is 45 minutes and 13 cents away. 

East Orange is a suburban town, with most of the business 
interests in New York or Newark. 

There are growing sections of the city at such distances 
from the Main Library as to need better library facilities, 
and branch libraries are under consideration for these sec- 
tions. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



OF THE 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 



EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 

1908 



FORMER DIRECTORS. 

F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 27, 1903. 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C. LYON, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. DILL, 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
1908. 

JOHN FRANKLIN FORT, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

President from May 27, 1903, to date. 
ALEXANDER KING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
DAVID S. WALTON, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Treasurer from April 18, 1900, to date. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Secretary from April 18, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 
CHARLES A. STERLING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Vice-President from Jan. 21, 1905, to date. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, Appointed May 27, 1903. 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, Appointed May 27, 1903. 
OCTAVUS C. MYERS, Appointed Jan. 21, 1905. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE. 

CHARLES A. STERLING, 
ALEXANDER KING, DAVID S. WALTON. 

BOOK COMMITTEE. 

EDWARD O. STANLEY, 
ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH, JOHN FRANKLIN FORT, 

AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, 
ALBERT S. MARTEN, OCTAVUS C. MYERS. 



President of the Board, Hon. JOHN FRANKLIN FORT, 

Governor of New Jersey. 
Vice-President of the Board, ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH. 
Treasurer of the Board, DAVID S. WALTON. 
Secretary of the Board, FRANCES L. RATHBONE, Librarian. 



LIBRARY STAFF. 



FRANCES L. RATHBONE, Librarian. 
JESSIE G. SMITH, Catalogue Department. 
SARA HERRON, Delivery Department. 
CAROLINE PIDERIT, Periodical Department. 
SARAH BAYLEY, Binding and Gifts. 
ROBERTA HERRON, Children's Room. 
HELENA D. APPLETON, Assistant. 

Edward S. Moore, Janitor. Frank Stevens, Page. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1908. 



RECEIPTS. 



Balance of City Appropriation, 1907 $26.35 

City appropriation for 1908 12,000.00 

Balance of book fund in hands of Directors, 

January i, 1908 $1,604.19 

Fines, reserves, rent of hall and gifts ii349-48 $2,953.67 

$14,980.02 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Disbursements that increase permanent 
value of library property: , 

Books: new titles and duplicates.. $2,046.34 
Furniture and fixtures 347.30 $2,393.64 

Maintenance of equipment: running 
expenses : 

Books : replacements $485.78 

Magazines 286.02 

Newspapers 65.99 

Binding : periodicals 63.95 

Rebinding: books 488.28 

Library supplies 282.68 

Printing 168.95 

Telephone 64.25 

Janitor's supplies 132.13 

Coal 156.51 

Light 485.60 

Water 52.99 

Repairs 1 17.65 

Insurance 100.00 

Refunded (paid for books lost, 

afterwards found) 6.68 

Cartage and express 73.91 

Inter-library loans : car-fares 8.50 

Postage 48.02 

Miscellaneous 150.15 

Librarian and staff: salaries 4i57379 

Janitor and page : salaries 1,124.40 8,936.83 

Total disbursements for the year 11,330.47 

Balance of city appropriation $2,236.24 

Balance in the hands of Directors 1413.31 3*649.55 



$14,980.02 $14,980.02 
Examined and found correct: 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, 

ALBERT S. MARTEN, 

OCTAVUS C MYERS, 

Auditing Committee. 

Number of Number Cost per 

Active of Volumes Net Book to 

Populttion. Borrowers. in Library. Circulttiott. Cireultte. 

30,000 10,000 25,250 152*334 6H cents. 



HOURS WHEN LIBRARY IS OPEN. 

9 A. M. to 6:30 P. M. every day but Sunday. 

9 A. M. to 9 P. M. Monday, Wednesday and Saturday. 

Open 9 A. M. to i P. M. on all holidays except Thanksgiving:, 
Chnstmas and the Fourth of July. On these days the Library is 
closed. 

REGISTRATION. 

Any resident of East Orange, (temporary or permanent), may 
borrow books when he has signed an application, and been identified. 
An endorsement is required for children under eighteen years of 
age. There is no arrangement for out-of-town memberships at 
present. 

LENDING BOOKS. 

Any borrower may take one book of recent fiction that is limited 
to seven days, charged upon his borrower's card. He may take any 
needed number of other books, fiction or non-fiction, if not in de- 
mand, and may keep these four weeks. These are charged to his 
card number, but not charged upon his card. He may also take one 
periodical published during the last twelve months, not the current 
issue, for seven days. Books limited to seven days can not be re- 
newed or transferred to another card. All other books may be kept 
four weeks, and may be taken for another four weeks,^if brought 
to the library to be charged again, and if no one else wishes them. 
Books may be re-charged in this way whenever due, if desired. If 
kept overtime, two cents a day is charged for each book, Sunday ex- 
cepted. If it is known that a book or books will be wanted for 
more than a month, the borrower may give the date of return when 
having them charged, with the understanding that the books may 
be called in if needed by some one else. 

VACATION PLAN. 

The Vacation Plan extends from May ist to October ist of each 
year. During this time any person may take six books not in de- 
mand, and keep them imtil any date set by himself, up to October 
1st. If kept over the date set by the borrower two cents a day is 
charged for each book, as usual. 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS. 

All books in the Children's Room may be kept four weeks. Chil- 
dren may take one story, and as many other books as they need. 
Grown people may borrow these books as well as children. 

RESERVE NOTICES. 

Books may be reserved, and a notice that they are ready will be 
sent upon pajrment of five cents. This sum may be paid when leav- 
ing the reserve, or when calling for the book. Copies of fictibn 
having odd copy numbers can not be reserved. This allows half 
the copies of a popular novel to be placed directly on the book 
shelves. 

REFERENCE BOOKS. 

Reference books may be borrowed for over night, or over Sunday, 
as at such times no one is deprived of their use. 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 



East Orange, N. J., January 2, 1909. 

To the Honorable William Cardwell, Mayor of the City of 
East Orange: 

Dear Sir : — ^When a library is making use of all its avail- 
able space for the convenience of the public, certain advant- 
ages and certain disadvantages result. It accomplishes 
the greatest output at the least cost, but it limits the lines of 
future work that may be planned, and it stands at the verge 
of inefficient administration through the danger of conges- 
tion. This is the position in which our library has been 
placed during the year 1908 and from which it was ex- 
tricated for the present through your generous offer of part 
of the basement of the City Hall for storage purposes. In 
presenting to you our sixth annual report we have, there- 
fore, the pleasure of showing a surprising increase over a 
circulation that already attracted the attention of other 
libraries. And it has been accomplished without increase 
in the staff, and with more ease and efficiency of execution 
than in previous years. It is the high-water mark of result 
in proportion to cost, six and one-half cents per book cir- 
culated against seven and two-thirds cents in 1907, and 
could not be accomplished another year without decreasing 
the efficiency of the work. But it is hoped that the Branch 
Library will give opportunity for the necessary expansion 
long before another year has passed. During 1908 the 
number of books borrowed for home use from the 25,250 
now in the library, was 152,334, or 16,848 over the 135,486 
borrowed during 1907. This increase appears in spite of 
the liberal custom of allowing all books but recent fiction 
and magazines to be kept four weeks, and allowing a per- 
son to borrow any number of books at one time. Were 
the circulation estimated upon the basis of allowing a book 
to be kept but two weeks as in most public libraries, a cir- 
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culation of 189,631 would appear, a corresponding increase 
over the estimate made upon that basis last year. Seventy- 
seven and three-fifths per cent, of this circulation was fic- 
tion, an increase in the fiction per cent, over last year of 
two and three-fifths, while the increase in total circulation 
was over eleven per cent. It is as near the free use of a 
library by the people who support it as we know how to 
make possible. And the people seem to find great pleas- 
ure in this freedom. They take out a little more fiction, 
perhaps, but why not? It is in the library for use and is 
carefully selected. They also use the library more freely 
for reference work, for browsing, for quiet reading, for re- 
questing the purchase of special books they want to see. 
They telephone their needs and ask knotty questions which 
the members of the staff look up and answer if possible. 
During the last week reference questions included some- 
thing about: Galileo; Pictures of shoes worn in the time 
of Louis XIV.; Victor Emmanuel; The Metric System; 
the increase in population in certain wards of Boston from 
1880 to the present time ; an account of a ball in New York 
in i860 in honor of the first Japanese Embassy (this was 
found through the Newark Library, as we had not the 
Harper's Weekly for that year) ; the question, is a whale 
cold or hot-blooded ; the Chinese calendar ; interior decora- 
tions in the time of Louis XIV, XV and XVI ; pronuncia- 
tion of the name of the Chinese Empress Dowager; out- 
lawry in the time of Ivanhoe. 

There are now 9,823 persons who have used the library 
within a year, about one-third of the 30,000 people in the 
city. The total registration from the beginning of the 
library to date is 14,011, 1,723 of whom have registered 
during 1908. In a comparison of American libraries with 
those in England, a London librarian, Mr. James Duff 
Brown, called especial attention to the large number of 
borrowers in East Orange in proportion to the population. 
For such comparison it is wise to dwell upon the active bor- 
rowers alone, rather than the total registration. These 
active borrowers have read an average of fifteen books 
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apiece during the year. This represents an average use of 
every book in the library five and four-fifths times. 

The present contents of the library is as follows : — 
Total number of bound volumes in Library, Jan- 
uary I, 1908 23,227 

Additions during 1908 — 

By purchase 1,946 

By gift 754 

By binding 66 

2,766 2,766 
Deductions during 1908 — 

Taken by Board of Health, 

1908 75 

Lost and paid for, 1908 26 

Worn out, withdrawn, etc., 

1907-1908 642 

Total deductions 743 743 

Net additions after all deductions. . 2,023 2^x23 

Total bound volumes in Library 

January i, 1909 25,250 

Gifts to the library during the year have been generous : 

951 bound volumes, of which 135 were on Botany, no 

German, French and Latin textbooks. 

375 Pamphlets. 
3,265 Periodicals, of which 1,218 were technical. 
1,420 Newspapers. 

The library has also received some interesting specimens, 
now placed in the Children's Room, and gifts of money for 
special kinds of books. Special mention should be made of 
the curtains to protect the book-cases in the Assembly Room, 
which were presented by the National Lock Washer Q). of 
Newark; three photographs for the printed annual report 
from Mr. F. P. Jewett of Orange; and a valuable bronze 
group of Venus and Cupid presented by Col. Charles A. 
Sterling. This is located over the fire-place in the Refer- 
ence Room. The library is indebted to many friends for 
flowers and plants throughout the year. These are appreci- 
ated by its frequenters. The library has also had to refuse 
the offer of many valuable and interesting things for ex- 
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hibition purposes through lack of space. It is hoped that 
when the branch library is completed some of these treas- 
ures of East Orange people may be shown. The Directors 
wish to express their appreciation of the interest these 
many gifts and kind offers represent. 

The chief changes in the building were caused by the con- 
gested condition of the book stacks. In June sixty-five 
boxes about 36x20x12 inches were packed with valuable 
files of magazines and duplicate books that had been re- 
ceived as gifts, and were being held for the branch libraries. 
These were stored in the basement of the City Hall. An 
exact record was taken of the contents of these boxes, 
that they might go directly to the branch libraries when 
needed. This relieved the congestion in the basement. 
Wall book-cases were then installed in the Assembly Room, 
with the protecting curtains already mentioned. Here were 
filed over half of the reference sets of magazines indexed 
by subject in the Reader's guide to Periodical literature. 
The technical periodicals, of sufficient value to be indexed 
by subject in the Reader's guide to Periodical literature, 
filed in the room beneath the Librarian's office, and this 
room was opened as a Technical Periodical Room. Thirty 
technical magazines whose files are in varying degrees of 
completeness are filed here. This removal of the magazine 
literature from the main floor gave room to spread out the 
books in the book-stacks. Explanatory guides were placed 
in each section of the shelves listing the subjects covered 
in that section. The library has since been in better shape 
for efficient service than in three years. A bronze rail has 
been placed on the steps at the entrance to the library, and 
the brass railings near the lending desk have been so 
changed as to make the book-stacks easy of access from the 
Reference Room and Children's Room. 

The Assembly Room is steadily growing in usefulness. 
The following table shows its use : 

Attend- 
ance. 

Homeopathic Hospital Committee — 7 meetings 105 

Shakespeare Club — 10 meetings 585 

Orange Mountain Chapter, D. A. R. — 6 meetings. . . 145 
Sons of the American Revolution — i meeting 20 
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Special Committee meeting 5 

Arts and Crafts Society — 14 meetings 164 

Lecture by Mr. Solotaroff on "Trees" under the aus- 
pices of the Kindergarten Union 175 

Mrs. Federer's Musical 200 

Mr. Richardt's Musical 285 

East Orange High School Exhibit pf Mechanical and 
Free-hand Drawing and Manual Training work — 

I week 2,337 

Total attendance 4,021 

Total meetings held 43 

For the third year the graded lists of books have been re- 
printed in co-operation with the Board of Education, and 
distributed to every child in the public, private and parochial 
schools of the city. In June certificates were given by the 
principals to each child who had read one book in each of 
the six groups in his graded list. These groups include 
history, science, travel, poetry, stories and myths. Six hun- 
dred and seventy-one certificates were given. The circu- 
lation of books from the Children's Room increased 1,623 
over last year, largely through the use of these graded lists. 
Teachers as well as children are using this department more 
for program and reference work. An exhibit of drawings 
from every grade of the public schools is being shown in 
the Children's Room in a case lent by the Board of Educa- 
tion. The work of one school is shown at a time, and the 
exhibit is changed once a month. Parents and children ^re 
much interested in seeing the work of all the schools 
through this exhibit. 

After the East Orange Playground opened, a travelling 
library of 178 books was installed in the small building on 
the grounds. This was open, with a member of our staff 
in charge, two afternoons in the week from August isth to 
November ist. Ninety-one children registered and 211 
books were borrowed. This experiment will guide us in 
plans for another year. 

The number of books rebound is larger by 249 than last 
year, a total of 1,319. But the cost, $550.73, is a little less. 
Yet the condition of books throughout the library is up to 
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that of last year. Previous good rebinding is showing re- 
sults in extended wear. 

The Vacation plan of lending books is now. an annual 
feature from May to October ist, and is anticipated and 
appreciated. Not a book was lost by it this year, yet books 
were carried from one end of the United States to the 
other; one was taken to Hawaii, and a few tvere taken 
abroad. 

. Our plan of buying nearly all books, •fiction and non- 
fiction, upon approval continues to brii^.gopd and thorough 
results. Every book is read by some one, as nearly an 
expert as pri'ssible, before it is added to the library. " The 
puBlicis coKJperating in this work and seems to enjoy it. 

Books" were' borrowed from other libraries oii the Inter- 
Lifirary Iban plan as follows : 

Newark 121 

Brooklyn i 

Forbes Library, Northampton, Mass . . 5 folios of valu- 
able pictures. 

Total 127 vols. 

We cannot fully express the advanta^' such a privi- 
lege is to a library of this size. It- enables us to serve the 
special student as well as the general reader. Our thanks 
are most heartily given to these generous libraries. 

As usual, the Christmas exhibit of books occurred dur- 
ing December. But its use nearly doubled. Four hundred 
and forty-seven persons consulted it before making their 
Christmas purchases elsewhere. 

The apprentice- system- is bringing good results, as far as 
we can see, both to, the apprentices and to the library. But 
for it the library would have to increase its staff. But the 
library is of a good size, and is well organized for giving 
an apprentice course. And as those who have finished th^ 
course have no difficulty in securing positions, the system 
seems fair to all concerned. The course covers nine months, 
with thirty-six hours a week. . / 

During 1908 two apprentices completed the course ? 
Mrs. George H. Bosley and Miss Katharine Rathbun. Both 
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are now taking the Pratt Library School Course. Two 
^ere special students in preparation for the New Jersey 
Library Ownmission Summer Library School : Miss Osbom 
(four months only), and Mrs. Hugh MiUer (two months^ 
only). 

Those taking the course at present are: Miss Agnes 
McClure, who will finish in January; Miss Bessie Van- 
Gunten and Miss Amie Wildey, who will finish in June. 

The examinations of the New York Public Library are 
open to our apprentices. 

Over thirty-two columns of matter about the library 
have appeared in the East Orange Gazette, Orange Chron- 
icle, Newark Evening News and Newark Evening Star; 
besides an occasional article in the Sunday Call. For this 
interest on the part of the newspapers the Directors wish to 
express their appreciation. 

Now that the Oranges have a daily -^apbr it ii^* been 
arranged that items about the library shall appear each 
Wednesday on the page opposite the editorials. 

In March the library began printing about once a month a 
bulletin of new books for free distribution. This is now 
reduced to imiform size, and its use is increasing. The 
borrowing custcmis are given before the list, with the tele- 
phcme number 3617, and any special item of interest to bor- 
rowers. 

Use of the Men's Reading Room averages about twenty 
persons a day. But the newspaper use is developing in an 
interesting line. As all the chief New York and Newark 
papers are here, many persons take the opportunity to read 
the newspaper editorials comparatively. This has been 
called to the attention of the librarian many times and ap- 
preciation of the newspapers expressed. 

Ground has been broken for the Dodd Street Branch of 
the East Orange Library, and it is hoped that it will be in 
use before the next year has passed. 

In closing, the Board desires to mention the excellent 
administrative ability and high degree of technical knowl- 
edge of the Librarian, which contributes so much to the 
success pf the library, and also to commend the members of 
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the library staff for their efficiency; for their fine spirit of 
co-operation with each other and with the aims of the 
library ; for their never-failing courtesy and interested effort 
to make the library a pleasure and help to the community. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. Franklin Fort, 
Edward O. Stanley, 
David S. Walton, 
Alexander King, 
Robert W. Hawkesworth. 
Charles A. Sterling, 
Wilbur S. Johnson, 
Albert S. Marten, 
OcTAVUs C. Myers. 

Frances L. Rathbone, Secretary. 
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East Orange, N. J., January 2, 1909. 

To the Directors of the Free Public Library of East Orange: 

Dear Sirs : — Constant growth in the lines already started 
characterizes the past year's work. The opening of the 
Playground library from the middle of August to Novem- 
ber 1st, and the printing of a monthly bulletin of new books 
are the new undertakings. All other changes have been in 
the lines of interior adjustment to conditions. Schedules 
for the staff have become more specialized as the work has 
increased. Some methods and records have been simplified. 
All of the detail is better in hand than ever before, and 
therefore runs more easily. Still, with the increased use of 
every department of the library more assistance will be 
needed very soon. 

That library books may be more easily identified, a book- 
label was decided upon. It bears simply the words, "This 
book is from the Free Public Library of East Orange, New 
Jersey," in clear and effective type, and in small type at the 
bottom the quotation: "Stay persistently in the presence 
of the best." A suggestion for a book-plate design for the 
library has been chosen, and it is hoped that someone will 
be interested to present this design to the library to replace 
the present label. 

The Syracuse Library School and the New York Public 
Library apprentice class, as well as a number of librarians, 
have visited the library during the year. One librarian was 
from as far distant as Wellington, New Zealand. Members 
of this staff have in turn brought helpful ideas from visiting 
other libraries. One of the staff. Miss Sarah Bayley, took the 
Summer Library School Course at Asbury Park, bringing 
back a fresh impetus for herself, and many aids to the 
library. The Librarian, in May, visited the Pittsburgh 
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Library system, one of the most thoroughly organized sys- 
tems on modem lines in the country ; and the very efficient 
Utica Library, from both of which she gained ideas that 
could at once be put into practice. This trip was taken in 
place of attending the annual meeting of the American 
Library Association. During her vacation she visited the 
Qeveland Branch Libraries, with the librarian, Mr. Brett. 
Points were there gained of value for the East Orange 
branch libraries. 

During the year your Librarian was asked to give six 
lectures on library subjects and to take part in the New 
York and New Jersey State Library Association meetings. 
One gains so much from these conferences of librarians, 
that one is glad to be able to contribute a little. 

SCHEDULE FOR PROMOTIONS. 

A year ago in April the Directors decided to place this 
library under the system of examinations for promotion used 
in the New York Public Library. By arrangement with the 
Superintendent of Circulation of that library, Mr. Arthur E. 
Bostwick, their examinations are open to our staff and ap- 
prentices. By this means, outside study and the passing of 
these examinations make a member of the staff eligible for 
promotion here, and also eligible for a position in the New 
York Public Library. To reach the highest salary on the 
schedule arranged by the Directors for this library, a mem- 
ber of the staff will have passed the last required examina- 
tion for promotion in the New York Public Library, and 
with one year given for experience in that library, is eligible 
for a position as head of a branch. This plan offers as an 
inducement to study and ambition, a financial return that a 
library of this size could not offer, yet gives this library the 
benefit of the increased efficiency as long as it can offer a 
commensurate salary. 

STAFF MEETINGS. 

In the weekly staff-meetings, after regular discussion of 
library matters and details, subjects were taken up that 
would be helpful in preparation for the New York Public 
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Library examinations for promotion, in May. These were 
successfully passed for promotion by all of the staff who 
tried them. 

This fall a course of study in annotation and evaluation of 
books has been undertaken with inspiring results. Savage's 
^'Descriptive Annotation for Library Catalogues" has been 
used as a text txx^. Members of the staff in turn have 
prepared author, subject and bibliographical annotations for 
books of knowledge and bodes of power, selected to illus* 
trate the points under discussion. Greater brevity, accurr 
acy and clearness of expression have been developed in 
thinking and writing. The gain will extend far beyond the 
actual work done. Every member of the staff agrees that 
it is the most helpful course of study we have had. 

The general survey of the whole year's work has been 
covered in your report to the Mayor. The work of the 
year by departments follows. 
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REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS. 



CATALOGUING DEPARTMENT. 

Our plan of buying nearly all books on approval and hav- 
ing our borrowers assist in reviewing them, is proving more 
and more helpful. 

Books bought on request are reviewed by the persons who 
asked their purchase. From this reviewing custom has 
grown a list of local people especially well posted on various 
subjects. These persons are asked as need occurs if they 
will review books on their subject for the library. The 
response has been cordial, and the whole community has had 
the benefit of the advice of experts in our book selection. 
Co-operation is the order of the day. Why should it not 
be applied in a city's library? Over four hundred books 
have been read on approval by East Orange people during 
the year, and many more books have been purchased on the 
advice of persons who already knew them. 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS SMITH). 

There have been few radical changes made in the cata- 
loguing department this year. The new methods mentioned 
in the report for 1906 and 1907 are still in use, and are prov- 
ing satisfactory. The government documents, treatment of 
which was described in the report for 1906, are now all 
catalogued and on the shelves. The revision of the card 
catalogue is very nearly completed, and has received the 
commendation of the borrowers that use it most. 

One change in classification that grew out of a doubt as 
to whether criticism of an author's work should be placed 
with his works, or with his biography, is the bringing to- 
gether of the works, biographies and criticism of the works 
in class 821 of Dante, Milton, Tennyson and Browning. In 
other words they have been treated as Shakespeare has been 
treated without being sub-classified. These writers were 
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selected for the experiment because the library has more 

material on them than on others. If the plan proves a 

good one, others will be treated in the same way as the 

material on them increases. 

The accessions for the year have been given in the report 
of the Directors, page 9. They are analyzed as follows : 

New books added to the Adult Department 1,062 

Duplicates added to the Adult Department 766 

New books added to the Children's Room 162 

Duplicates added to the Children's Room 243 

Total number of books catalogued 2,233 

Magazines added by binding 66 

Books accessioned, not yet catalogued 29 

Books accessioned and held for branch 438 

Total number of bodes added during 1908 2,766 

Of the 1,062 books added to the Adult Department, 745 
were non-fiction and 317 fiction. In last year's report we 
gave the additions by classes, but that hardly expresses the 
actual growth in usefulness of the library. Sociology, for 
instance, covers many subjects, whereas some other classes 
cover but one, so that the same figures in two classes might 
mean a totally different amount of strength. 

Additions of Value. 

Barber and Howe Historical collection of 

New Jersey 

Blackstone Commentaries 

Boigne, Comtesse de Memoirs 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. . .Classified catalogue 

Cromer, Lord Modem Eg3rpt 

Godkin Life and Letters. 

Gordon Gazetteer and history of 

the State of New Jersey. 

Lamed Rise and Fall of Nations . . 

Lowell Government of England. . . 

Nevilly Lady Reminiscenses 

Niecks Chopin 

Rand and McNally Atlas of the World 

Schurz Reminiscences 

Stirling Coke of Norfolk 

Wickes History of the Oranges 

LENDING DEPARTMENT. 

A public library's justification in a city is the pleasure it 
gives and the information it affords. Its influence as a 
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whole on each individual should be uplifting, or it is a poor 
investment on the part of the city. 

A custom common to many libraries, but not to all, is to 
keep in one case the recent seven-day fiction. This was our 
custom until June of this year. In a revolving case easy of 
access and nearer the lending desk than the book-stacks, 
was all fiction that popularity did not allow to accumulate 
)K>6n the shelves. As soon as many copies of a recent novel 
remained on the shelves of this case, their period of lending 
was dianged from seven days to four weeks. But some 
tttfes had remained in this case for four years. The fact 
that they were there tempted people to borrow them, and, 
being borrowed, their place in the case was justified. This 
created a circle that resulted in an accent being placed upon 
this case of books out of all proportion to their value. 
Equally as good fiction that had stood the test of time, was 
also standing the test of shelf-wear only in the book-stacks. 
It seemed legitimate and wise for people to borrow from the 
public library novels they wish to read but once, and so to 
«ave their own funds for bodes of more lasting value. But 
it did not seem wise or fair for a library to so advertise the 
recent untested fiction that equally popular and often better 
told tales were never discovered. 

Another problem confronted us. The young pec^le on 
leaving the Children's Room followed the lead of their 
elders and sought only the case of recent fiction. All of the 
eflfort in the Children's Room to offer only taste-forming 
books, to create definite interests, was lost by the deliberate 
advertising of recent fiction in this revolving case. It was 
therefore decided as an experiment to remove the case, to 
have as seven-day fiction only that which had been published 
within the last two years, and to place all the fiction in one 
alphabetic order by author on the shelf next below the level 
of the eye throughout the book-stacks. This arrangement 
of fiction had long been the custom here. It scattered the 
crowd, gave every person a better chance at all fiction, and 
tended to make equally well known the library's collection 
of books on all subjects. The results of the change were : 

That people went to the book-stacks who never before «h- 
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tered them, and thanked us for forcing them to know the 
library's collection ; 

That people read more non^fiction because the line of least 
resistance was blocked, and having to look with thought 
they found interests which before had escaped them; 

That all fiction was read iriore ecjtiaily ; 
; That whatever . recent ficfion Ihc Ifbrary could afford 
ta buy was' still out in circulation, but many persons said 
they had a much better chance of finding the recent novd 
they wanted, for every one had not looked for that special 
one; 

That the young people were introduced to the best books 
that the ages had to offer, and, whether they chose them or 
not, they could not avoid knowing that they existed. 

Of course it was an unpopular move with many fiction 
readers, but when the causes that led to it were explained 
they approved the change. More persons than criticised 
expressed their belief that it was as wise a change as had 
been made in some time. Typewritten lists were mounted 
and placed at hand to assist persons who wished only recent 
fiction. And the staff were ready to help in finding a recent 
novel, if other people were not kept waiting. 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS HERRON). 

During the last three years it has been the custom to 
increase the privileges of a card holder during the summer 
months. This vacation arrangement allowed six books of 
fiction or non-fiction, not in demand, to each registered bor- 
rower, for any length of time extending from the first of 
May to the first of October, when the usual drawing of one 
book of fiction by each card holder was resumed. A year 
ago the library continued this vacation privilege and granted 
requests for extra fiction whenever made. As the library 
contains numerous duplicates in fiction, and many titles sel- 
dom called for, it was decided better to have the books 
in circulation than standing on the shelves. This was, of 
course, only an experiment, but after two months' trial it was 
decided, January, 1908, that it was fully justified by the de- 
cided satisfaction afforded readers, and was adopted as a 
permanent arrangement 
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The fact, that even with this arrangement the shelves were 
well supplied with fiction, has removed the only question 
raised. Recent fiction is still restricted to one book for each 
borrower. Naturally this arrangement has increased the per- 
centage of fiction borrowed during the year, but with a total 
increase of 1 1 per cent, in books circulated, there is only an 
increase of two and one-fourth per cent, in fiction. With 
this free policy it seemed desirable to know just what per- 
centage of the total circulation was standard fiction. 

Commencing in April a daily tabulated account was kept 
of the following authors : 

Allen, J. L. Dickens Meredith 
Auslen Dumas Norris 
Balzac Eliot Reade 
Barrie Goldsmith Sand 
Besant Hardy Scott 
Black Hawthorne Stevenson 
Blackmore Howells Thackeray- 
Bronte Hugo Trollope 
Bulwer James Turgenieff 
Cable Kingsley Ward, Mrs. H. 
Cooper Kipling 

The number of books read is shown below: 

April 670 

May 665 

June 793 

July 791 

August ']2Z 

September 744 

October 635 

November 894 

December 675 

Average of 6j4% of all fiction during the year 1908. 

This small per cent, was somewhat of a revelation as we 
had entertained the idea, perhaps common to other li- 
brarians, that a goodly per cent, of the total fiction circu- 
lated was standard and could almost figure as literature, 
and so perceptibly reduce the percentage of fiction. This 
library does not, however, consider that its per cent, of 
fiction needs justification, for it is carefully selected and fills 
a need in every person's life. But the above figures give an 
interesting angle from which to view it. 

The work with the clubs has been along the lines given 
in former reports. By request of the chairman four books 
were bought for the Literature Department of the Woman's 
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Club of Orange, and five books for the Arts and Crafts 
Society. Two sets of books for Missionary study classes, 
and the Chautauqua reading course, as usual, were also add- 
ed to the library. The groups of books at the four fire-engine 
houses have been exchanged whenever the men in charge 
have requested it. The Eastern Hose Company reported a 
circulation of 388 books; the Ashland Hose Company, of 
555. During the year the supply of reader's cards was ex- 
hausted. The ordering of new cards gave the opportunity 
of printing a few of the Library's Customs for Borrowers on 
one side of the card below the space for the reader's name 
and address. The Customs for Borrowers are g^ven in full 
on page 6 of this report. 

Special Topict. 

The placing of books on special subjects in book-cases in 
the Lending Department, has been continued during the 
year. This arrangement makes more convenient, and so 
emphasises non-fiction books on topics of current interest. 
Books on gardening, botany, sports, birds and travel are put 
in these special topic cases at the season when most in de- 
mand. This year it was decided to place on a shelf holding 
about ten books, the works of some of the best writers of 
fiction. A photograph of the author and a list of his writ- 
ings were placed on the bulletin above the shelf. Black- 
more, Kipling, Meredith and others were brought forward 
in this way. The author was changed every two weeks, for 
six months. The reading of these authors was decidedly in- 
creased. When this plan was discontinued a group of books, 
carefully selected as those "Few people would care to omit 
reading" was placed on this shelf and has proved popular. 
Only non-fiction books were included in this last collection. 

One of the Special Topic Cases has been reserved for 
"Books by East Orange Authors." 

The following authors were there represented : 

Alice Balch Abbot Mrs. James Dearborne 

Marion T. D. Barton Alden Freeman 

C. William Beebe Dr. T. N. Gray 

Archer Brown John Alexander Hill 

Rev. Arthur J. Brown Mrs. Gabrielle Jackson 

Mary Stewart Cutting Clarence Lathbury 
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Silas A. Lottridge Angus Sindatr 

James M. Ludlow Marion Couthouy Smith 

Qiarles Holbrook Mann Kate Diddnson Sweetser 

Paul Elmer More Sara King Wiley 

Winthrop Scarritt Dr. Denis Wortman 

Suggestions as to other authors who should be includied 
•will be welcomed. 

For the convenience of those living at some distance 
from the library, an arrangement for the special delivery 
of books at ten cents a trip paid the messenger was made 
in the fall of last year. Any one wishing to have bodes 
delivered or called for is requested to notify the library, 
before three o'clock, giving the name and address with the 
titles of the books desired, or the number to be called for. 
This arrangement has been much appreciated. 

The Christmas exhibit of adult books, a selection from the 
year's publications, was again held during the month of De- 
cember. A full description of this annual arrangement will 
be found in the report of 1905. Two hundred and 
fifty-five persons visited the selection. 

During the year a change was made in the schedule for 
desk work. It has been planned to have some one always at 
the slip rack during the busy hours, and to have no one at the 
desk for the entire afternoon. By rotating the staff between 
the work in the Catalogue, Reference and Lending Depart- 
ments, everyone has been relieved of the strain of long hours 
at the delivery desk, and at the same time the work of each 
department has received full attention. 

PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The chief changes made in the Periodical Department are 
given in the Directors' report to the Mayor on page 10. 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS PIDERTT). 

Owing to the growth of the Periodical Department and 
to lack of room, it was found necessary to rearrange the fil- 
ing of magazines. All magazines from A to L indexed in 
Poole's Index and the Reader's Guide to Periodical Litera- 
ture may be found alphabetically arranged in the Study 
Room, which opens from the Reference Room. Magazines 
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from L to W may be found similarly arranged in the As- 
sembly Room in the basement, where new filing cases have 
been built for that purpose. Heretofore all magazines were 
filed in alphabetical order in the Study Room, but as this 
room became too crowded it was found necessary to make 
this change in order to facilitate magazine reference work. 

The filing of Technical Magazines has been the source of 
much trouble, as the lack of space prevented the filing of 
them in one place. The public, therefore, were unable to 
find them without assistance. This has been overcome by 
utilising a room in the basement, which will be used ex- 
clusively for Technical Magazines. The Engineering Index, 
with the thirty magazines taken by this library that are in- 
dexed in it, will be found here alphabetically arranged. 
Permission to use this room is given at the Lending Desk. 

Magazines from 1900 to date, indexed in Poole's Index 
and the Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature are bound. 

The following have been added to our list of magazines : 

Hibbert Journal. 

Missionary Review of the World. 

World Today. 

Current Events Index. 

The total circulation of magazines for the year was 3,167. 

Of the 142 magazines received 13 are duplicates for the 

Men's Reading Room and 45 are gifts. 

Tabulated list of periodicals on file : 

Quarterly 6 

Monthly 96 

Bi-Monthly 4 

Weekly 34 

Bi-Weekly i 

Daily i 

Total 142 

Orerdue Books. 

The methods used to collect overdue books will be 
found on page 24 of the Report of 1907. 

BINDING AND GIFTS. 

The full list of gifts appears in the Directors* report to the 
Mayor on page 9. 
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REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS BAYLEY). 

Following the policy adopted by the library in 1905, this 
dq)artment has continued to meet our needs; the style of 
binding and quality of work has been satisfactory. 

One new feature of this year's work has been a better 
solution of the problem common to other libraries, namely : 
the shortening of the time popular fiction and non-fiction had 
to be absent from the shelves for rebinding. Special ar- 
rangements were made with our binder, Mr. Rademaekers, 
of Newark, whereby the much needed books were rebound 
in the shortest possible time and promptly returned to us 
for circulation; the time taken for rebinding has been two 
weeks. 

The scheme of buying books bound from the publishers' 
sheets by Cedric Olivers has been very satisfactory ; during 
the year 391 of these books were purchased at a cost of 
$321.11 ; about two-thirds of these replaced worn out books. 

The "Publishers' reinforced bindings" have been pur- 
chased whenever it was possible to get them ; this has proved 
another desirable way of avoiding the necessity of re-binding 
popular books at the time they were most needed. The 
slight advance in price for these is quite nominal com- 
pared to the longer life of the book. One copy circulated 50 
times in 15 months and is still in good condition. 

During the past year the number of books bound and re- 
bound was 1,309, at a total cost of $550.73. This is an in- 
crease of 249 books over last year, but is a very small num- 
ber if compared with the large increase in circulation for the 
year, which aggregated 16,848. 

A considerable amount of repair work on books has been 
done by the page, who is trained to do this work. 

Three hundred current magazines were covered and made 
ready for circulation. 

The use of book-labels for the identification of our 
books was begun this year. 

The work of discarding has been arranged on the follow- 
ing plan : 

Bodes not desirable are discarded and the records marked 
"Do not replace." Books worn beyond repairing but needed 
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in the library have their records marked "Worn out," and 
the number of copies still left in the library is noted before 
replacements are ordered. Books lost and paid for have 
their records so marked and are replaced as soon as possible ; 
while the books taken from homes of contagious diseases 
by the Board of Health are destroyed, and replacements are 
made at the library's expense. 

Gifts. 

Within the year there were received, as g^fts, 951 
volumes; 3,265 Magazines, 1,2 1 8 of these being Technical 
Magazines; 375 Pamphlets and 1,420 Newspapers, the local 
papers being given by the publishers. In these g^fts 113 
citizens of East Orange have expressed their interest in the 
library and their desire to increase its usefulness. 

The Congressmen have sent Government Publications, 
and we are indebted to many friends for flowers and plants 
throughout the year. 

Notable Gihs. 

Alison History of Europe 4 vol. 

Burke Works 9 " 

Deschanel Philosophy 4 " 

Encylopaedia Britannica 25 " 

Hume History of England 6 " 

Kemer and Oliver Natural History of Plants 2 " 

Kirkland Science and Railways ... 12 " 

Macaulay's Essays 3 " 

Nicholson Dictionary of Gardening 8 " 

Singleton History of the Universe 4 " 

CHILDREN'S ROOM. 

It is interesting to note that besides the showing given be- 
low of 23,565 books borrowed by the children from this 
library, a total of 17,033 books have been borrowed from the 
libraries in the public schools. These are all well selected. 
The graded lists mentioned below and explained in full in 
the library's report for 1906 are often used as purchase 
lists for the school libraries. 

A more cordial co-operation could scarcely be imagined 
than exists between the public, private and parochial schools 
of the city and the library in the use of these graded lists. 
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The cost of printing them is shared. Certificates as men- 
tioned below are given by the principals, and the spur thus 
created results in the supervised reading by 5,600 East 
Orange children of 40,598 books during the year. This 
reading is not required or forced, and, being spontaneous, is 
more telling in its results. 

r 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT (MISS ROBERTA HERRON). 

The increase in circulation of children's books for the 
year 1908 is largely due to the graded lists used in the 
schools. 

The total circulation for the year was 23,565, an in- 
crease of 1,623 ^ver that of 1907 ; an average of 76 books 
per day. The largest circulation for one day was 186, the 
smallest 22. 

Four hundred and fifty-eight children registered during 
the year. 

The children's collection now consists of 1,810 volumes 
of fiction and 1,232 volumes of non-fiction, a total of 3,042 
volumes. 

Two hundred and forty-three duplicates were added, the 
majority being titles in the graded lists, and several collec- 
tions of prose and poetry. Days and Deeds, by B. E. & E. 
B. Stevenson; Thanksgiving and Christmas, by Schauf- 
fler, and the complete poems of Longfellow, Whittier and 
Lowell; several books on electricity: Electricity for young 
people, by T. Jenks ; Wireless Telegraphy, by St. John ; Boy 
Craftsman, by Hall ; Scientific American Boy, by Bond ; The 
Boy's Handy Books, by Beard; and Woodworking for Be- 
ginners, by Wheeler; also several duplicates of the Blue, 
Red and Green Fairy Books, edited by Andrew Lang. 

One hundred and sixty-two new titles have been added. 
Among them are The Boy's Book of Steamships and Boy's 
Book of Locomotives, by J. R. Howden ; The Wonder Book 
of volcanoes, by E. J. Houston; Water Wonders Every 
Child Should Know, by Thompson; Music and Musicians, 
by L. C. Lillie ; Lance of Kanana, by Allen French, and Joan 
of Arc, by DeMonvel. 

three most popular books in the Children's Room are 
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Little Women, by Miss Alcott; Heidi, by Johanna Spyri, 
and Fighting a Fire, by Hill. 

Barbour's and Tomlinson's books are popular with the 
girls as well as with the boys. 

The graded lists were sent to all schools and a certificate 
was given by the principals to each child who read at least 
one book in each group. At the close of the school year 
671 of these certificates were awarded. 

The certificate reads : 

This certifies that while a 

pupil in the Grade, read at least .... 

volume. . in each of the six specified lists of ten books on 
History and Biography; Nature and AnimaJs, Poetry, 
Stories, Myths and Legends, and Stories of Many Coun- 
tries. 

School 

Date 

, Teacher. 

4 , Principal. 



Three of the children's magazines were allowed to circu- 
late during the year; St. Nicholas, Popular Mechanics, and 
Electrician and Mechanic. 

The usual vacation plan was continued, and 105 books 
were borrowed for vacation use. 

The annual C3iristmas exhibit of books suggested as 
Christmas gifts was held during the month of December. 
Several new editions of the old favorites were added, and a 
few new titles. The exhibit is becoming better known each 
year. One hundred and ninety-six people made use of it. 

The holidav bulletins have also become better known 
among the teachers and pupils. The Hallowe'en, Thanks- 
giving and Christmas bulletins were the most used. 

The graded schools now send to the library an exhibit of 
drawings, which are arranged in a case in the Children's 
Room. These drawings represent the work of one school at 
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a time, and are exchanged each month. In this way they 
afford the parei^ts and children an opportunity of seeing the 
woric of all the schools. 

Col. Charles A. Sterling presented to the Children's Room 
two fossils, a vertebra and tooth of a mastodon, an ancient 
stone axe, and the obverse and reverse of molds for medals 
of Webster and Clay. A case of mounted quail has been 
lent the Children's Room by Mr. Willigerod. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES L. RATHBONE, 

Librarian. 
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CITY OF EAST ORANGE, 1908. 

Population (estimated) 30,000 

Number of registered borrowers from the 

opening of the library to date, 14,011 

Number of borrowers who have used the 

library within a year, 10,000 

Area of city (square miles), 4 

Assessed valuation of property, $41,719,294.00 

Tax rate, per $100.00 $i-53 

Bonded indebtedness, January i, 1909, $2,286,040.95 

Less Sinking Fund, 397>6i3.24 



Net debt, $1,888,427.71 

Amount raised for main library and one 

branch, 12,000.00 

Librar}' opened, Jan. 22,1903 

Cost of site, all subscribed by citizens, $22,182.00 

Cost of library building, Mr. Carnegie, $49>979-i5 

Cost of extra furnishings to date $1,338.61 

Value of books to date, $25,042.16 

Number of volumes in the library 25,250 

Number of volumes lent for home use, 1907, 

without renewals, 135,486 

Number of volumes lent for home use, 1908, 

without renewals, 152,334 

Number of public schools, with High School, 8 

Number of pupils in public schools, July, 1907-8, 5,340 

Number of teachers in public schools, 143 

Number of private schools, 5 

Expenditure for education : 

Running expenses, $175,936.64 

Bonds, real estate, building, equipment, etc., $86,611.57 
Value of school property, $975>533-87 

City cash disbursements for maintenance and 

operation, $889,466.41 

The East Orange Library is the center of a choice resi- 
dence district and the geographical center of the city. 

The post office is one block away. 

A trolley line passes the door, with Newark 20 minutes 
away. 

Four Lackawanna Railroad stations are within walking 
distance. 

The Erie Railroad station is about two miles away. 

New York City is 45 minutes and 13 cents away. 

East Orange is a suburban town, with most of the busi- 
ness interests in New York and Newark. 

There are Rowing sections of the city at such distances 
from the Main Library as to need better library facilities, 
and branch libraries are under consideration for these sec- 
tions. One branch library is building. 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 



OF THE 



FREE PUBUC UBRARY 



EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 

1909 



FORMER DIRECTORS. 



F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 27, 1903. 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C. LYON, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. DILL, 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 

J. FRANKLIN FORT, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President from May 27, 1903, to Jan. i, 1909. 

ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, Vice-Pres. from Jan. 21, 1905, to Jan. i, 1909. 

ALBERT S. MARTEN, 
Appointed May 27, 1903, to Jan. i, 1909. 

OCTAVUS C. MYERS, 
Appointed Jan. 21, 1905, to Jan. i, 1909. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

CHARLES A. STERLING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

President from Feb. 17, 1909, to date. 
ALEXANDER KING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
DAVID S. WALTON, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Treasurer from April 18, 1900, to date. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, Appointed Jan. 22. 1900. 

Secretary from April 18, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, Appointed May 27, 1903. 
HON. WILLIAM CARDWELL, Ex-officio, Jan. i, 1909. 
VERNON L. DAVEY, Ex-officio, Jan. i, 1909. 

President of the Board, CHARLES A. STERLING. 
Treasurer of the Board, DAVID S. WALTON. 
Secretary of the Board, VERNON L. DAVEY. 



STANDING COMMITTEES, 

BUILDING COMMITTEE. 

CHARLES A. STERLING, 
ALEXANDER KING, DAVID S. WALTON. 

BOOK COMMITTEE. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, VERNON L. DAVEY. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, DAVID S. WALTON, 

EDWARD O. STANLEY, WILLIAM CARDWELL. 

AUDIT COMMITTEE. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, WILLIAM CARDWELL, 



LIBRARY STAFF. 



FRANCES L. RATHBONE, Librarian. 
JESSIE G. SMITH, Catalogue Department. 
SARA HERRON, Lending Denartment. 
SARAH BAYLEY, Binding and Gifts. 
ROBERTA HERRON, Children's Room. 
HELENA D. APPLETON, Assistant. 
AGNES McCLURE, Assistant. 

Fred Hetzel» Page Clifford Garrison^ Page. 

Edward J. Moore, Janitor. 

FRANKLIN BRANCH LIBRARY. 

CAROLINE PIDERIT, Librarian in Charge. 
Harold Weinmann, Page and Janitor. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1909. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance of City Appropriation for year 1908. . $2^36.24 

City appropriation for 1909 12,500.00 

City Appropriation towards grading site for 

Branch Library 1,000.00 

Balance of book fund in hands of 

Trustees, January i, 1909 $1413.31 

Fines, reserves, rent of hall and 

gifts 1,662.27 3»075-58 

$18,811.82 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Main Library Branch 

Books; new titles and 

duplicates $2,540.72 $1,136.73 

Furniture and fixtures 40.30 902.41 

Grading site for Branch 

Library 1,106.94 

Magazines y^'77 5949 

Newspapers 84.89 

Rebinding books 720.17 124.43 

Library supplies 491.04 19.90 

Printing 195-65 

Telephone 62.09 12.88 

Janitor's supplies 120.97 40.03 

Coal 141.90 87.75 

Light 606.44 35.50 

Water 77.01 

Repairs 296.88 

Insurance 261.25 

Refunded : books lost jifter- 

wards found 11.29 

Cartage and express 94.39 .40 

Carfares : 

Inter-library loans 9.90 

Daily Branch delivery 12,90 

Other 12.50 

Postage 80.36 .56 

Miscellaneous 97.15 17-79 

Salaries : 

Librarian and staff . . . 4,786.77 238.23 

Janitor and pages i»344-93 116.00 

$12,383.37 $3,911-94 

Total disbursements for the year.... $16,295.31 

Balance of city appropriation $814.61 

Balance of book fund in hands of 

Trustees 1,701.90 2,516.51 



$18,811.82 

Examined and found correct: 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, 
WILLIAM CARDWELL, 

Audit Committee. 



INFORMATION FOR BORROWERS. 



LIBRARY HOURS. 



Main Library, corner Main Street and Munn Avenue. 

9 A. M. to 6.30 P. M. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday. 

9 A. M. to 9 P. M. Monday, Wednesday and Saturday. 

Franklin Branch, corner Dodd Street and Fulton Avenue. 

2 to 6.30 P. M. Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

2 to 9 P. M. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

Both buildings are open as usual from 9 A. M. to i P. M. on all 
holidays except Thanksgiving, Christmas and the Fourth of July. 
On these days the buildings are closed. 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

The use of the Library for reference, and reading in the build- 
ings is free to all, residents or non-residents, and a borrower's card 
is not necessary for such use. 

There is no arrangement for out-of-town membership at present. 

Readers have access to books on the shelves, but are requested to- 
leave them on the tables and not attempt to return them to their 
places. 

If you do not readily find the books or information you wish^ 
consult some member of the Staff. Such assistance is part of the 
library's plan and free asking of aid will be appreciated. 

When you return a book, please report anything you found 
wrong with its condition. This helps the library and other bor- 
rowers. 

All books borrowed must be stamped at the Lending Desk before 
you leave the building, and discharged there upon entering it. If 
they are simply left on the desk, you are responsible if they are not 
found. 

BORROWING CUSTOMS. 

Registration. Any resident of East Orange, temporary or per- 
manent or any one having a permanent business address in the city is 
entitled to draw books from the main library or branch by signing 
the proper application and agreement, and being identified. An en- 
dorsement is required, however, for children under 18 years of. age. 

Each person entitled to draw books from the libraries will be 
supplied with a card on which is written the borrower's name, 
residence and register number. 

Each person is responsible for all books charged on his card, or 
to his card number, and for all fines which, accrue on the same^ 
theref <^e lending or loss of your card is a serious matter. 



Information for Borrowers, 



If lost, it will be replaced fourteen days after notice of such loss 
is given at the library, on payment of ten cents. 

Immediate notice of a change of residence must be given at the 
library. 

Only one borrower's card is issued to a person, but this card 
may be used at the main library. or the branch, as soon as record 
of it has been made at the branch. Books may then be borrowed 
or returned at either building. 

Number of Books and Periods of Lending. Any borrower 
may take for seven days one book of recent fiction, stamped upon 
his borrower's card, and one magazine, not the latest issue. He 
may take also any needed number of other books, fiction or non- 
fiction, and may keep these four weeks. The date of return is 
stamped inside the back cover of the book. These are charged 
to his card number, but not stamped upon his card. 

If it is known that a book or books will be wanted for more 
than a month, the borrower may give the date of return when 
having them charged, with the understanding that the books may 
be recalled if needed by someone else. 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS. 

All books in the Children's Room may be kept for four weeks 
unless temporarily limited to seven days and so marked. 

A child may take one story, stamped on his card, and as many 
books as needed of non-fiction. 

Parents may take out on their own cards extra books for chil- 
dren too young to have cards of their own. Children will often 
appreciate a book read to them whose enjoyment is spoiled if they 
labor through it themselves. For this reason mothers and fathers 
are cordially welcomed here, and grown people may borrow these 
books as well as children. The choice of books has been most 
careful and parents can do more than all others to make these 
books loved, and so establish a lasting pleasure and wide interest 
through books. 

EXTENSION OF TIME. 

The seven-day period allows of no renewal or transfer to another 
card. All other books may be renewed for another four weeks by 
telephone or postal sent to the building at which they were borrowed, 
provided they are not needed by some other borrower, and provided 
the necessary information is given. This consists of book and copy 
number, at found on the book-pocket, and the last date stamped in- 
side the back cover of the book. Books are always renewed from the 
date when the request is received. Books may be re-charged in this 
way whenever due, if desired. 
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8 The Free Public Library. 

PENALTIES FOR OVER-DUE BOOKS. 

If a book or magazine is retained beyond the date due> a fine of 
two cents a day, Sunday excepted, is charged. If through unavoid- 
able circumstances the book cannot be returned, it is best to notify 
the library at once. This will avoid the unpleasantness of over- 
due notices, and give opportunity for adjustment of the matter in 
fairness to all. When no such consideration for other borrowers is 
shown, the library must insist on the strict enforcement of the 
penalties. 

A reminder notice is sent when a book becomes seven days 
over due, but this is a courtesy only, out of consideration for other 
borrowers. A failure to receive it in no way affects the responsibility 
of the borrower for the return of the book. 

Intentional injury of books or other property of a public library 
incurs, by statute, a liability of a fine not exceeding $1,000.00 or 
imprisonment for a term of not exceeding three years, or both. 

MEANS OF SECURING DESIRED BOOKS. 

Reservation of Books. Books of fiction may be reserved and 
a notification will be sent upon payment of five cents. Copies of 
fiction having odd copy numbers cannot be reserved. This allows 
half of the copies of a popular novel to be replaced directly on the 
book shelves. 

Any books except fiction may be reserved free of charge. 

Requests for Purchase. Slips are to be found at the Lending 
Desk on which you are asked to make request for any books wanted 
and not found available. These requests will be considered and 
supplied if possible. If not already in the library and not fiction, 
a notice of the book's purchase will be sent you. A free use of 
these slips will aid in adapting the collection to the needs of the 
community. 

Books Borrowed from Larger Libraries. Books, not owned by 
this library, and wanted for special purposes, are often borrowed 
from larger libraries, the transportation being paid by the person 
needing them. 

It is hoped that persons will not fail to make their special wants 
known and that through the above means the library may serve 
efficiently even the special student. 

VACATION PLAN. 

The vacation plan extends from May ist to October ist of each 
year. During this time any person may borrow six books not in 
demand and may keep them until October ist, provided that he 
asks for this privilege when having them charged, and for the 
slip which grants it. 



Iniarmatum tar Borrowers, 



REFERENCE BOOKS. 

Reference books may be borrowed for over night or over Sunday, 
as at such times no one is deprived of their use. 

PICTURES. 

Pictures to illustrate subjects* furnish designs, co&ttunes, etc, 
may be borrowed from the library. 

TELEPHONE. 
Main Library, 3617. Franklin Branch, 348. 

Reference questions may be asked and answered over the tele- 
phone. 

Books may be renewed. 

Requests for reserving a book may be made. 

Inquiries as to whether a book is in will be answered. 

Requests for the messenger to deliver or call for books at ten 
cents per trip paid the messenger, may be given. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 



East Orange, N. J., January i, 1910. 

To the Honorable William Cardwell, Mayor of the City of 
East Orange: 

Dear Sir: — Reorganization of the Board ol Trustees of 
the East Orange Library under the new City Charter, 
should be mentioned first in presenting to you this our 
seventh annual report. As the New Jersey library law of 
1905 limits the Board of Trustees to five citizens, appointed 
by the Mayor, with the Mayor and City Superintendent of 
Public Schools full members ex-officio, not all of the nine 
former members of the board could be reappointed, and 
we understand that your reappointments were made in order 
of first appointment when the library board was organized 
in 1900. The present board therefore consists of four citi- 
zens who have been trustees from the inception of the 
library, and one, Mr. Wilbur Johnson, who was reappoimted 
when Governor Fort, his senior in office, declined reappoint- 
ment because of his duties to the state. 

As organized at the second monthly meeting of the yeaa, 
February 17, 1909, Col. Charles A. Sterling was elected 
President of the Board, David S. Walton re-elected Treas- 
urer, Vernon L. Davey, Secretary, with the Librarian, 
Frances L. Rathbone, as Assistant Secretary. 

Resolutions of regret at the loss from the board of re- 
tiring members were followed by the appointment of an 
Advisory Committee, consisting of these former members, 
ivho were asked to meet with the board as usual. 

Committees were appointed as follows : 

Finance Committee — Messrs. Johnson, Cardwell, Stanley, 
Walton. 

Audit Committee — Messrs. Johnson, Cardwell. 

Book Committee — Messrs. Stanley, Davey. 

Building Committee — Messrs. Sterling, King, Walton. 
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The chief woilc of the year has been the baOding, equip- 
ping and opening for nse of tfie Franklin Brandi Library, 
on the comer of Dodd Street and Fukon Avenue. This, 
like the main library, is a gift from Andrew Cam^e, Esq., 
the first of three branch libraries for which he has pro- 
vided $13,000.00 each, a gift which the City has accepted 
upon his usual condition of furnishing the site and main- 
tenance. The site provided by the City for this Franklin 
Branch is especially fine and well located for its purpose. 
It is nearly in the center of the First Ward, opposite the 
Franklin School, which has an enrollment of over 700 
children. It faces Dodd Street, on which is a trolley line; 
has Fulton Avenue and Franklin Street upon two other 
short sides of the irregularly shaped lot, and upon its re- 
maining long side a pretty stream, shaded by elms, called 
Second River, beyond which is the Park. So light, air 
and beauty are secured to the little library with a fine bit 
of lawn to set it off. It is an attractive little building with 
not quite 40 by 60 feet of floor space, a one-room library, 
but so arranged that one end is reserved for reading and 
reference use, and the other end for the children. Book 
stacks at the back of the room, with those around the 
walls, will accommodate 10,000 volumes. It is built upon 
the general idea presented by Mr. W. R. Eastman, of 
the New York State Library, lecturer upon library build- 
ings, modified to suit local conditions. Its architects are 
those of the main library, Messrs. Jardine, Kent and 
Jardine, of New York. It is proving not only adequate 
and convenient, but welcoming and attractive. It has 
Library Bureau furniture throughout, and although suffici- 
ently complete to administer efficiently, we believe there is 
not an unnecessary point included. The plans were criticised 
by some of the most experienced librarians in the country, 
and good points adopted from their branch library systems. 
The equipment of the librarian's office with necessary staff- 
room conveniences enclosed by doors, follows the Pittsburgh 
plan. For seats under groups of low windows the library 
is indebted to Cleveland. The experience of the Public 
Library in Buffalo demonstrated the advantage of the 
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cork carpet adopted, in securing quiet, especially in a one- 
room library. 

The methods of book-selection for it and of their prepar- 
ation for use will be discussed in the librarian's report. 
Suffice it to say that since its opening on August 3rd, 
11,950 books have been borrowed from it by 858 people, and 
the circulation has averaged 92 books a day, sometimes 
running as high as 170. It is open every day but Sunday, 
from 2 to 6.30 and on to 9 o'clock on three evenings in the 
week. It is conducted by one -member of the staff, Miss 
Caroline Piderit, and a boy who acts as page and janitor, 
and it is believed that it can be run on $2,000.00 a year, a 
small part of which may be spent in books for it. 

That librarians might have opportunity to visit this branch 
and the main library, the East Orange Library held "Open 
House" on October 14th. The trustees and their wives 
offered hospitality in a cup of tea in the Assembly Room 
of the library, and forty librarians were present. 

To turn from this account of the Franklin Branch to 
the work of the East Orange Library as a whole, we have 
an interesting showing to present. 

In spite of the general report from libraries that the in- 
crease in book-use during 1909 has been slight, and that 
the large increase during 1908 was probably due to the 
financial crisis — leisure time and little, money — ^the number 
of books borrowed from our main library during 1909 
was 157,658, an increase of 5,324 over the previous year. 
And when we add to this the 11,950 volumes borrowed 
from the Franklin Branch since its opening in August, we 
have a total of 169,608 books borrowed during the year, 
a total increase of 17,274 over the previous year. The 
percentage of fiction at the main library has not changed. 
yy.Ti but if we add the circulation of the branch which 
naturally at first has a higher proportion of fiction, the 
percentage becomes 78.1. 

Increases in the book-use of the East Orange Library 
since its opening in January, 1903, have been as follows : 
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Total Circulation Increase. 

1903, 97,642 Books lent for 2 week period. 

1904, 115,224 Books lent for 2 week period, 17,582 

1905, 117,294 Books lent for 2 week period, 2,070 

1906, 127,055 Books lent for 4 week period, 9,761 

1907, 135486 Books lent for 4 week period, 7,717 

1908, 152,334 Books lent for 4 week period, 16,848 

M-ankHn BrTnch ^^^' ^ 57,658 Books lent for 4 week period, 5,324 

e months ^^^» ii»950 Books lent for 4 week period, 11,950 

Total circulation, 1909 169,608 Total increase 1909 17,274 

Since the library opened seven years ago, 16,117 persons 
have registered as borrowers. Of this number 11,008 per- 
sons have used their cards within a year, or nearly one- 
third of the city's population, and this does not at all 
represent the number of persons who read the books, for 
one person sometimes borrows upon his card books for 
the whole family. The number of persons who have be- 
come borrowers during 1909 is 2,106, — 696 of whom regis- 
tered at the Franklin Branch. Besides these 696 persons 
who never used the East Orange Library until the Frank- 
lin Branch was opened, 162 users of the main library have 
had their cards recorded at the Franklin Branch, that they 
may use whichever building proves convenient. A total 
of 858 persons are therefore taking advantage of the Frank- 
lin Branch Library. 

As the main library and Franklin Branch are conducted 
as one library having two buildings for the use and delivery 
of books, it is proper to say that East Orange people now 
have at their disposal 29,414 volumes, over 3,000 of which 
are at the Franklin Branch. Of this number, over 7,00a 
books are now in the homes of our city, and 824 of these 
were borrowed from the Franklin Branch Library. This 
present contents of the library may be summarized as fol- 
lows: 
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Total number of bound volumes in library, 

January i, 1909 25,250 

Additions during 1909: 

By purchase 3>540 

By gift 948 

By binding 184 

4,672 

Deductions, during 1909: 

Taken by Board of Health 73 

Lost and paid for 39 

Worn out, withdrawn, etc 396 

508 



Net additions after all deductions.... 4,164 



Volumes in Library, January i, 1910. . 29,414 

Dividing the total circulation by the number of volumes we 
have an average use of each book five and two-thirds times. 

The library has been fortunate in receiving from friends 
dtiring the year, 1,375 volumes, 315 pamphlets, 2,126 maga- 
zines and 2,004 newspapers. It has also received gifts of 
money for books, and two gifts for the Franklin Branch 
from trustees. The seats and standard lamps at the en- 
trance to the branch library, were given by Col. Charles 
A. Sterling, and a fine reproduction of John Everett 
Millais' painting of the "Boyhood of Raleigh," was pur- 
chased for the Children's end of the Franklin Branch by 
Mr. Wilbur Johnson. Grateful acknowledgment is here 
made to friends of the library for the many gifts of flowers, 
plants, foliage and wild blossoms enjoyed during the year. 

The newspapers, as usual, have been generous in opening 
their columns to library news. For their courtesy in this 
matter the trustees wish to express their thanks. 

The Newark Library has continued its broad policy of 
inter-library loans, and the East Orange people have availed 
themselves of this privilege by borrowing 180 books and 
loi pictures during the year. 

Meetings in the Assembly Room of the Main Library 
have drawn 4,762 persons to the building, a larger number 
than last year. 
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Attendance. 
The following table lists its use: 

Arts and Crafts Society of New Jersey— 22 meetings. 232 

Shakespeare Qub 6 

Homeopathic Hospital Committee — 6 meetings 106 

New Jersey Librarians to visit Library and Franklin 

Branch 40 

Orange Mountain Chapter, D. A. R. — 2 meetings 36 

Mrs. Federer's Musical 250 

Mr. Richardt's Musical 200 

East Orange High School Exhibit of Mechanical and 

Free-hand Drawing and Manual Training Work 

I week 2,036 

East Orange Grammar School Exhibit of the same 

lines of work — i week 1,856 

Total attendance 4,762 

Total meetings held 36 

About 200 more volumes were re-bound this year than 
in 1908, 1,510 altogether, including 231 volumes of maga- 
zines. This includes about 400 volumes of fiction, worn 
to the point of re-binding, which had been put aside until 
needed and were re-bound for the Franklin Branch. The 
total cost of this department was $710.55 against $550.73 
last year. The amount re-bound for the main library and 
the cost were obviously much less than a year ago, which 
continues to prove that good re-binding is economy. The 
librarian's report of purchase for the Franklin Branch 
shows other expenditures in re-binding of books, bought 
secondhand, which brings the total cost up to $844.60. 

Books were again borrowed upon the Vacation Plan 
from May to October, and were returned in safety frcma 
trips to the mountains and across the seas. 

The Christmas Exhibit of books during December, was 
more largely and thoroughly used than ever before. Over 
630 persons visited it, and the member of the staff in charge 
was kept busy much of the time giving information as to 
publishers and prices, that the users might purchase the 
books elsewhere. 
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Two apprentices, Miss Elizabeth VanGunten and Miss 
Amie P. Wildey, finished their nine months' course in the 
library in June, and served as substitutes during the rest 
of the summer. Two others, Miss Marjorie S. Remer and 
Miss Olivia R. Thompson, began their course in the fall, 
and hope to take the New York Public Library examina- 
tions which are open to them, in May. 

The Monthly Bulletin of new books added to the library, 
has been continued. Above the list are given the new borrow- 
ing customs including the use of the Franklin Branch, and 
the two telephone numbers. Main Library, 3617, and Frank- 
lin Branch, 348. 

Scarcely any repairs were needed upon the main library 
during the year and the only additions to building and 
grounds were a row of poplars planted at the back of the 
lot by the Shade Tree Commission ; the placing of brackets 
in the Reference Room for exhibiting maps on rollers, and 
a new section added to the Vertical File in the Reference 
Room. 

Altogether the year shows a new distributing centre 
definitely accomplished, with steady growth and enlarged 
use for the main library. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles A. Sterling, 
David S. Walton, 
Edward O. Stanley, 
Alexander King, 
Wilbur S. Johnson, 
Vernon L. Davey, 
William Cardwell. 

Frances L. Rathbone, Assistant Secretary. 
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East Orange, N. J., January i, 1910. 

To the Trustees of the Free Public Library of East Orange : 

Dear Sirs : — The coordination of methods to secure for 
a borrower the book needed is one of the distinct accom- 
plishments of the year. In imperfect shape many of the 
ways have been long the custom of the library. Supply 
and demand have been measured more accurately through 
the use of a free postal notice to a borrower when any 
non-fiction book wanted and not available at the time is to 
be had. This book is reserved 36 hours according to the 
usual system of reserving books — ^but because there is 
no charge for the notice and because every member of the 
staff aims never to report a non-fiction book out without at 
the same time offering to reserve it free of charge, these 
reserve requests are left very freely. The number of re- 
serves left for a book throws light on the niunber of 
copies the library should supply, so this reserve list is 
closely watched and orders made out from it each month. 
This should keep the library accurately stocked with a 
sufficient supply of copies of books already possessed. 

To this plan is added our system of having a case of 
blank forms with pencil attached, conveniently placed at 
the Delivery Desk — forms large and attractive enough to 
tempt people to use them. Here the form invites one to : 

"Make request here for any books wanted and not found 
available. The library may have the book, but may need 
more copies, or it may need to buy the book. In either case 
these requests will be considered and supplied if possible. 
If not fiction, a notice of its purchase will be sent to you." 

This little case alone brings in requests for certainly 
100 books a month, and very few of them fiction. 
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To make these requests effective, it was necessary to 
arrange to have books sent on approval; that is, with the 
privilege of returning them if not needed after examina- 
tion. This was successfully accomplished through our 
agent who knows the use made of these books. Of course 
if a book is damaged the library pays for it without demur. 
However, if decision were made only by aid of the book- 
reviews, many more books would have been purchased out- 
right, which are returned after examination. We are 
therefore convinced that this system is economical. Also, 
by this plan special students may leave a request for a new 
book desired, may have as free use of it as if the library 
owned it, yet it costs the library nothing but correspondence. 
This plan places most of the new non-fiction books within 
reach of the citizens of East Orange. 

One more step is necessary to make this library the 
medium through which the special student may have the 
books he needs, and this is accomplished through the 
inter-library loan. This has now become so general a 
custom that any public library may make of itself a respon- 
sible distributing centre through which the special student 
may be served with books beyond its power of purchase. 
The whole collection of the Library of Congress is by this 
means brought to the command of East Orange people. 
The State Library, Princeton and Columbia University 
Libraries, the valuable Art Collection in folios of the Forbes 
Library, Northampton, Mass., are at command by the pay- 
ment of express, and all have been used and appreciated 
during the past year. 

Having secured the needed books for the special student 
(and by this is meant any books wanted by any reader of 
non-fiction), it remains for the library to establish such 
lending customs as will permit the free use of many books 
for not too short a time. These borrowing customs have 
gradually been made more generous until they stand today 
as given on page 6 of this report. They were printed 
for the first time as a folder for free distribution before 
the opening of the Franklin Branch in August of this year. 



20 The Free Public Library, 

THE FRANKLIN BRANCH LIBRARY. 

A description of the building may be found in the Trus- 
tee's report, page 12. The method of selecting books for the 
Children's Department is included in the report of our 
Qiildren's Librarian, Miss Roberta Herron, and the method 
of preparing them for use is given in the report of the 
head of the catalogue department, Miss Smith. It re- 
mains to give here the basis of selection of books for the 
adult collection. 

As one copy of many standard books is all that is needed 
for the whole City of East Orange, such books were not 
duplicated for the Franklin Branch, but duplicates which 
could be spared from the main library were first chosen 
in fiction and non-fiction. Then duplicate fiction that had 
been set aside to be re-bound when needed, was selected 
and put into condition. To supplement this, popular fiction 
in good editions was selected and purchased through second- 
hand dealers, and these books were ordered sent directly 
to Cedric Chivers to be permanently bound. Just before 
the time for opening the branch, a good selection of recent 
fiction was purchased in sufficient quantity to meet demand 
when the branch opened. 

In non-fiction, following the selection of duplicates from 
the main library, a selection by subject was made to be 
lent to the branch for six months. This included biography, 
history and travel. Literature and art were left especially 
strong at the main library, as, through the established 
daily delivery service, any book in the library could be at 
the branch the day after the request was received. The 
rest of the selection, which was purchased for the branch, 
was made from the cards representing books out in circu- 
lation. From these cards it could be known how constantly 
a book had been borrowed, and by their aid the most popu- 
lar, useful and needed books of non-fiction were purchased. 
When the branch opened, a notice on the front of the 
Charging Desk read: 

"The library will welcome any suggestions as to books 
wanted and will supply them if possible. Forms for making 
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requests are on the Catalogue Case," and $500.00 of the 
book-fund was reserved to purchase books upon request. 
This sum has largely been spent in children's books, books 
on cooking, chemistry, and the useful arts. Besides the 
above, the most used books for ready reference were pur- 
chased, that questions might be answered without delay. 
That this plan was not a theory but met a need is apparent 
from the reference questions which have been asked and 
answered at the Franklin Branch. A few are given here : — 
History of the Latin Language; Conditions in Europe in 
the latter part of the Fifteenth Century; The influence of 
Samuel Johnson on his times; Advantages and disadvan- 
tages of co-education; Trees of Italy; William Bradford, 
Arctic painter; Hallowe'en games; Something on animal 
psychology; The theatre in Shakespeare's time. 

It is expected that extended research in any subject will 
be made at the main library, and no books are sent to the 
branch which will weaken the main library for this use. 
It is also purposed to let the demand regulate the supply 
in each library, independently, as far as the purchase of 
new books in fiction or non-fiction is concerned. Books 
are only lent from one library to the other when not in 
demand at their own library. If needed at both, another 
copy of the book is purchased at once. 

THE MAIN LIBRARY. 

Inside the Delivery Desk a permanent flooring has been 
added, which by a gradual slope raises the floor three 
inches. This is covered with cork carpet, which is much 
less fatiguing to stand upon than the cement floor. Con- 
trary to our plan in the past, a stool is now inside the 
Delivery Desk, that a member of the staff may be seated 
whenever a rush of charging and discharging books keeps 
her in one spot. As usual, whichever member of the staflf 
is asked for assistance, gives her undivided time to the 
questioner, going with her to whatever part of the library 
the need suggests. But when there is a chance to do 
equally efficient work while seated, this is encouraged, for 
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whatever method saves physical and nerve energy, saves 
it to be put to better use elsewhere. 

Two requests for books have shown the need and desire 
for library facilities within the reach of children in the 
Elmwood section of the city. These requests have come 
from the Elmwood School, where more books are needed 
for general reading than the school can furnish and where 
the principal has offered to be responsible for books bor- 
rowed and to administer them if the library can lend a 
travelling library to the school. The same request has 
come from the Sacred Heart Parochial School. As the 
library has followed the policy of sending carefully selected 
lists of books to the children, thus tempting them to form 
the library habit with the reading habit, the trustees have 
hesitated about granting these requests. But until such 
time as East Orange citizens shall wish a branch library 
eetablished in this section of the city, it seems perhaps 
advisable to send groups of books from the main library. 
A petirion signed by citizens was presented to the Common 
Council in the course of the winter, asking that this branch 
library be built, which shows the interest of the public in 
the matter. 

THE STAFF. 

Staff meetings have been field as usual for an hour once 
a week. Their value in gaining the consensus of opinion 
about every method suggested or adopted, is increasingly 
felt. It is the time when weak points are strengthened and 
new plans perfected. Besides this use of the staff meeting, 
the study of book-reviews has been taken up this year. 
Each member of the staff has read regularly and reported 
upon one or more periodicals which review books and has 
made order-cards for books which it seemed advisable to 
see on approval. 

Words can give but an inadequate expression to my appre- 
ciation of the spirit in which the members of the staff have 
cooperated with me during my five years of librarianship. 
They have not only had at heart the interests of the 
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library, but they have taken a professional attitude towards 
those interests, making suggestions, watching for methods 
that should be changed, and doing team-work in their 
relations to each other. Their spirit has had much to do 
with the efficiency of the library and I thank them. 
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REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS. 



CATAl-OGUE DEPARTMENT (MISS SMITH) 

The most important work of the catalogue department 
during the past year was the preparation of books for 
the Franklin Branch. For this work the printed cards 
from the Library of Congress were used as far as possible. 
The books, which were mostly duplicates of those already 
in the main library, were prepared for the shelves, stamped, 
pasted, etc., by the pages, an extra boy being engaged for 
part of the time. The Library of Congress cards were 
ordered by the author and title, and in the interval, usually 
about four days, the books were accessioned and shelf- 
listed. It was deemed expedient that the shelf-list at the 
main library should represent all the books of the system, 
so the copies were added to the shelf-list with an "F" for 
Franklin Branch stamped after the copy ntmiber. In addi- 
tion to this a shelf-list was made for the branch. The 
call number and subject heading were then typewritten on 
the printed cards. The extra assistance needed was 
economically supplied by engaging a stenographer rather 
than a cataloguer. The stenographer was a resident of 
East Orange and suited her hours to the work. The 
Library of Congress headings were used unless others 
were indicated on the cards by the head cataloguer, so that 
the stenographer had nothing to do but follow copy, and 
her speed was, of course, greater than the average cata- 
loguer. In this way 3,110 Library of Congress cards were 
prepared for the branch catalogue in about six weeks, at 
a cost of $58.16 for cards and extra labor. 

As this work occupied the staff in the summer when the 
inventory is usually taken, it was omitted for this year. 

Public documents, according to methods referred to in 
previous reports, have been catalogued by Miss Appleton, 
who has also classified and catalogued the collection of maps. 
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LENDING DEPARTMENT (MISS HERRON). 

The steady increase in circulation at the main library 
during the last six years, has continued during 1909, which 
shows an increase of 5,324 books borrowed over 1908, and of 
60,016 over 1903. The percentage of fiction read in 1908 
was 77.6; in 1909, 77.7, an increase of i-io per cent. 

The library has continued its liberal policy of allowing 
any number of books, not recent fiction, to a reader, with 
sufficiently favorable results to justify its being a permanent 
custom. The only problem in this arrangement was the 
heavy drawing of the best fiction, but we have endeavored 
to meet this condition by freely duplicating the books most 
in demand. 

One of the most satisfactory measures adopted this year 
was the remitting of a charge on reserves for non-fiction. 
The change in custom was thoroughly advertised in the 
local papers and by a notice in the library to the effect that 
any book of non-fiction not found on the shelves could be 
reserved free of charge, by leaving name, address and the 
title of book desired at the delivery desk. The result has 
been a decided increase in the reserves for non-fiction, and 
has afforded the library the opportunity of knowing along 
what lines its collection was inadequate to the demand. 
This arrangement has also acted to a certain degree as a 
check on missing books, for every reserve taken must be 
thoroughly looked for in every possible place before being 
reported as missing, after which a duplicate is bought to 
meet the reserve. In this way a partial inventory is taken. 

An improvement in the desk arrangement has been 
accomplished by having a page scheduled at the slip 
rack every day from three to half-past six and on the three 
evenings the library is open from seven to nine. This 
releases the time of a member of the staff for more im- 
portant work during the rush hours. 

A selection of books was sent in June to Hose Company, 
No. 4, a new company. The following report has been 
received from those engine houses adopting the arrange- 
ment of frequent exchanges of books reported in 1908: 
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Ashland 125 

Eastern Hose Company 355 

Hose Company, No. 4 69 

549 

Books on the following subjects have proved very popu- 
lar during the year: Arctic explorations; Foreign impres- 
sions of America; Books for mothers; Turkey. For a full 
description of our method of using special topic cases, see 
report of 1908. 

The correct filing, by Friday night, of the catalogue cards 
of all books catalogued during the week, is now an accom- 
plished fact, and renders the catalogue a far more satisfac- 
tory medium for the public's use. 

Cooperation with clubs and classes has been continued 
along the same lines as in former years, and the active use 
of the library by members of these fully justifies the pur- 
chasing of special books to more adequately cover the sub- 
jects of their programs. 

For some time the library has hoped to be able to give 
instruction in the use of the catalogue to the school children 
of East Orange. After some discussion, it was decided it 
could be given more satisfactorily at the schools than at 
the library. Accordingly, the matter was referred to the 
principals of the schools having graduating classes. 
Through the hearty cooperation of the Columbian School, 
the head of the lending department was given the oppor- 
tunity to give an illustrated talk with the assistance of a 
blackboard, on the general classification and arrangement 
of books on the shelves, and the use of the card catalogue. 
By representing on the blackboard an author, subject and 
title card and drawing a diagram of the arrangement of 
book stacks and the relative position of the books on them, 
the children understood the arrangement as thoroughly as 
if the instruction had been given at the library. A briefer 
talk was given at one other school. 

A second talk will be given during the winter on the use 
of encyclopaedias, book indexes, and indexes to periodicals, 
and the use of atlases. 
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In this way we hope in time to have every boy and girl 
who enters High School familiar with all the tools necessary 
to make the library of the greatest possible assistance to 
each in the course, and to give to those who do not intend 
to go farther than the grammar schools a sufficient knowl- 
edge of the use of a library to make them at home in any 
public library in the country. 

The annual Christmas exhibit of books lent by the 
publishers was opened about the first of December, and 
continued until after the holidays. The collection included 
the best children's books, carefully selected as to editions, 
a selection of the best books of the year, not fiction, for 
adults, and a few choice editions of standard works. Six 
hundred and thirty-two persons visited the exhibit, an in- 
crease of 377 over last year, showing conclusively the grow- 
ing interest taken in this opportunity to look over at leisure 
a carefully selected collection of books. 

PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT (MISS PIDERIT), 

It has again been found necessary to make a change in 
the arrangement of magazines. All magazines whose titles 
begin with letters from A. to F., which are indexed in 
Poole's Index and the Readers' Guide to Periodical Litera- 
ture, are filed in alphabetical order in the Study Room, 
which is on the main floor, its entrance leading from the 
Reference Room. Those beginning with letters from H to 
M are filed in the Assembly Room, whch is in the base- 
ment of the building, and the remainder of the alphabet, 
letters N. to W. are in the store-room which is also in the 
basement of the building. 

Two of the three duplicate sets of magazines, indexed in 
Poole's Index and the Readers' Guide, previously filed in the 
store-room have been removed to the Franklin Branch 
Library, where they will be held for future needs. Changes 
in the filing of the reference set necessitated this removal. 

The library will appreciate gifts of the following maga- 
zines, which are needed to complete sets for binding: 



28 The Free Public Library, 

Country life in America 1901-1903 

Current literature 1900-1902 

Edinburgh review 1900-1903 

Education 1900-1903 

Educational review 1900- 1902 

Harper's Bazar 1900-1903 

International studio 1900-1903 

Lippincott 1900-1904 

Political science quarterly 1900-1903 

Quarterly journal of economics.. 1900-1903 

Westminster review 1900-1903 

The library receives currently, 152 magazines, of which 

53 are gifts, and 25 are for the Franklin Branch. 

The following have been added to our list of magazines : 

National food advocate. 

Theatre. 

American museum journal. 

Tabulated list of periodicals on file : 

Quarterlies 9 

Monthlies 100 

Bi-monthlies 7 

Weeklies 33 

Bi-weeklies 2 

Daily i 

BINDING AND GIFTS (MISS BAYLEY). 

The full report of gifts may be found in the Trustees* 
report, page 15. 

The work of this department has been continued on the 
same basis as heretofore, but one radical change having 
been made. Early in the fall, a new covering: for our cloth- 
bound books and bound magazines was adopted, namely: 
Library buckram, made by the HoUiston Mills, Norwood, 
Mass. This material has been manufactured to meet the 
physical and chemical tests required by the United States 
Bureau of Standards for the United States Government, and 
is now used at Washington for State and Territorial re- 
ports. No change has been made in the use of cowhide 
backs and Keratol sides for those books receiving hard 
wear and in constant circulation. 

Our records show 1,279 books and 231 magazines bound 
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or re-bound during the year, six volumes of newspapers, 
one large dictionary, a State atlas of New Jersey, 1872; 
Appleton's atlas of modern geography and four maps 
mounted, at a total cost of $844.60. This increase over last 
year in the expenditure for this department includes also 
the binding done for the Franklin Branch, and books 
of extra large size, newspapers and magazines. 

Three pages have been trained this year in various lines 
of usefulness at the library; one is now the janitor-in- 
charge and page at the Franklin Branch; another has been 
specially trained for the mending and repairing of books. 
A continuous part of their work has been the pasting of 
book-labels into the front of all books in the library. This 
work has been accomplished in spare moments and although 
begun one year ago is now nearing completion. Three- 
fourths of the books in the main library and all of those 
in the Franklin Branch have received this attention. 

CHILDREN'S ROOM (MISS ROBERTA HERRON). 

Six hundred and twenty-one children have registered 
during the year of 1909, an increase of 163 over that of 
last year. This is, of course, largely due to opening of 
the Franklin Branch Library and to the fact that the graded 
lists were again re-printed and distributed to all the grammar 
grades from the fourth to the eighth in public and private 
schools. Each child who had read at least one book in each 
group of books on his list was given a certificate at the 
end of the school year by the principal. Eight hundred and 
eleven certificates were awarded. For a full description of 
these lists see the report for 1908. The consequent demand 
for these special books has necessitated duplicating the ma- 
jority of them. 

The children's collection now consists of 2,017 volumes 
of fiction and 1,496 volumes of non-fiction, a total of 3,513 
volumes. 

One hundred and sixty-four new titles were added, the 
majority of which were new fiction, fairy tales, nature 
stories and history. One new reference book was added 
— Lincoln's Birthday, by Schauffler. 
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The circulation for the year was 22ffj\, The average 
daily circulation was 75. The largest circulation for one 
day was 176, the smallest 11. 

Three of the children's most popular magazines have 
been bound for reference use: "St. Nicholas," "Popular 
Mechanics," and "Electrician and Mechanic." The "Chil- 
dren's Magazine" is to be added for the younger children. 

The most successful bulletins of the year were those 
for Hallowe'en, the Hudson-Fulton Celebration, one on 
Holland, and the Bird bulletin, which was greatly enjoyed 
by the children. A picture of any bird seen and accurately 
described by a child, was placed on the bulletin board and 
the child's name added. Sixty-three children reported. 

The annual Christmas exhibit of books was held during 
the month of December. Many beautiful editions of the 
old favorites were added to the selection of children's books. 

In the summer of 1908, we sent by request 178 books to 
the East Orange Playground, for reference use and home 
circulation. One of our staff was in charge from 2 to 5 
P. M. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The use of the books 
did not justify the time spent by the assistant and so this 
year the plan of sending 60 books for reading, but not for 
circulation, was adopted, the responsibility of their care 
being assumed by one of the instructors of the playground. 
Some of the most popular books were: Red and Green 
fairy books, by Lang; Peterkin papers, by Hale; Anderson's 
fairy tales; Lady Hollyhock, by Walker; Black Beauty, by 
Sewall; Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Twain, and 
Adventures of a Brownie, by Miss Mulock. 

The method of selection of books for the Children's Room 

of the Franklin Branch was first: Standard classics, then 

the most popular books on the graded lists and those in 

non-fiction most in demand. To this collection were added 

all duplicates that could be spared from the Children's 

Room at the main library. Later were added those books 

necessary to complete the graded li^ts. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES L. RATHBONE, 

Librarian. 
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CITY OF EAST ORANGE 1909. 

Population (estimated) 35>ooo 
Number of registered borrowers from the 

opening of the library to date, 16,117 
Number of borrowers who have used the 

library within a year 11,008 

Area of city (square miles), 4 

Assessed valuation of property, $44^339528.00 

Tax rate, per $100.00, $1.62 

Bonded indebtedness, January i, 1910, $2,223,635.07 

Less Sinking Fund, 382,877.7 



Net debt, $1,840,757.33 

Amount raised for main library and one 

branch, $12,500.00 

Library opened, Jan. 22, 1903 

Cost of sites, $25,088.94 

Cost of library buildings, Mr. Carnegie, $62,979.15 

Cost of extra furnishings to date, $2,281.32 

Value of books to date $28,719.61 

Number of volumes in the library 29414 

Number of volumes lent for home use, 1908, 

without renewals, 152,334 

Number of volumes lent for home use, 1909, 

without renewals, 169,608 

Number of public schools, with High School, 9 

Number of pupils in public schools, July, 1909 5,646 

Number of teachers in public schools, 157 

Number of private schools, 5 

Expenditure for education : 

Running expenses, $195,769.83 

Bonds, real estate, building, equipment, etc., $68,171.64 
Value of school property, $1,037,705.51 

City cash disbursements for maintenance and 

operation, $1,001,891.26 

The East Orange Library is the center of a choice resi- 
dence district and the geographical center of the city. 
The post office is one block away. 

A trolley line passes the door, with Newark 20 minutes 
away. 

Four Lackawanna Railroad stations are within walking 
distance. 
The Erie Railroad station is about two miles away. 
New York City is 45 minutes and 13 cents away. 
East Orange is a suburban town, with most of the busi- 
ness interests in New York and Newark. 

There are growing sections of the city at such distances 
from the Main Library as to need better library facilities, 
and branch libraries are under consideration for these sec- 
tions. One branch library is built and open. 
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FORMER DIRECTORS. 



F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 27, 1903. 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C. LYON, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. Dim 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 

J. FRANKLIN FORT, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President from May 27, 1903, to Jan. i, 1909. 

ROBERT W, HAWKESWORTH, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, Vice-Pres. from Jan. 21, 1905, to Jan. i, 1909. 

ALBERT S. MARTEN, 
Appointed May 27, 1903, to Jan. i, 1909. 

OCTAVUS C. MYERS, 
Appointed Jan. 21, 1905, to Jan. i, 1909. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

CHARLES A. STERLING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

President from Feb. 17, 1909, to date. 
ALEXANDER KING, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 
DAVID S. WALTON, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Treasurer from April 18, 1900, to date. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, Appointed Jan. 22, 1900. 

Secretary from April 18, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, Appointed May 27, 1903. 
HON. WILLIAM CARDWELL, Ex-Officio, Jan. i, 1909. 
VERNON L. DAVEY, Ex-Officio, Jan. i, 1909. 

President of the Board, CHARLES A. STERLING. 
Treasurer of the Board, DAVID S. WALTON. 
Secretary of the Board, VERNON L. DAVEY. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 

BUILDING CX>MMnTEE. 

CHARLES A. STERLING, 
ALEXANDER KING, DAVID S. WALTON. 

BOOK COMMITTEE. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, VERNON L. DAVEY. 

FINANCE COMMITTFE. 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON, DAVID S. WiALTON, 

EDWARD O. STANLEY, WILLIAM CARDWELL. 

AUDIT COMMITTEE. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, WILLIAM CARDWELL. 



UBRARY STAFF. 

MAIN LIBRARY. 

LOUISE GRAHAM HINSDALE, Librarian. 
JESSIE G. SMITH, Head of Catalogue Department. 
SARA HERRON, Head of Lending Department 
SARAH BAYLEY, in charge of Binding and Repairs. 
ROBERTA HERRON, in charge of Children's Room. 
HELENA D. APPLETON, Secretary and Assistant 
AGNES McCLURE, Assistant. 
AMIE P. WILDEY, Assistant 
BIETTA OSTRANDER, Assistant 

Sarah Chedister, Assistant in book mending. 

ClxfforI) Garrison, Page. 

Edward J. Moore, Janitor. 

FRANKLIN BRANCH LIBRARY. 

CAROLINE PIDERIT, Branch Librarian. 
WiixiAM Walters, Page and Janitor. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1910. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance of City appropriation for 1909 $ 814.61 

City appropriation for 1910 13,000.00 

Balance of book fund in hands of trustees 

January i, 1910 $1,701.90 

Fines, reserving books, rent of hall and gifts.. 1,601.08 3,302.98 

$17,117.59 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Books $3,726.29 

Furniture and fixtures 239.76 

Periodicals and newspapers 411.66 

Book binding 815.10 

Printing, stationery and library supplies 607.90 

Janitor's supplies 182.22 

Telephone 73.41 

Light 732.14 

Coal 241.10 

Water 44.19 

Repairs 51.32 

Transportation charges (express, 

freight, cartage) 60.28 

Carfare (including daily branch de- 
livery) 44.10 

Postage 55.95 

Refunded for books lost and paid for, 

afterwards found 13.58 

Miscellaneous 242.96 

Salaries : Librarian and staff 5304.15 

Janitor and pages 1,560.09 

Total disbursements for 191 14,906.20 

Balance of book fund in hands of 

trustees, December 31, 1910 2,211.39 2,211.39 

$17,117.59 
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LIBRARY HOURS 



Main Librasy^ comer Main Street and Munn Avenue. 

9 A. M. to 6.30 P. M. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday. 

9 A. M. to 9 P. M. Monday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
FsANKLiN Branch^ comer Dodd Street and Fulton Avenue. 

2 to 6.30 P. M. Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

2 to 9 P. M. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Both buildings are closed on Sundays, and on Thanksgiving Day,. 
Christmas and the Fourth of July. On other holidays they are 
open for half the day only, from 9 A. M. to i P. M. 

TELEPHONK 
Main Library, 3617. Franklin Branch, 348. 

HOW TO USE THE LIBRARY. 

The use of the reading and reference rooms is free to residents 
and non-residents alike, and a borrower's card is not required for 
such use. 

Other use of the library is at present restricted to residents or 
taxpayers in East Orange. 

It is both the duty and pleasure of the staff to give assistance 
when desired, and it is earnestly requested that no one leave the 
library unsatisfied, without having first asked help in finding the 
books or information needed. 

REGISTRATION AND BORROWERS' CARDS. 

Any resident or taxpayer of East Orange, or anyone having a 
permanent business address in the town, is entitled to borrow 
books from the main library or branch, after filling out the usual 
application, giving proper identification, and signing the register. 

An endorsement by parent or guardian is required for children 
under 16 years of age. 

Each applicant is supplied with a reader's card, which should be 
presented whenever books are borrowed or returned. 

Each borrower is responsible for all books charged on his card 
(or to his card number), and for all fines which accrue on it, 
whether the card has been used only by its owner, or has been 
loaned to another penon. 
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If lost, a card will be replaced, on payment of a fine of ten cents, 
fourteen days after such loss has been reported to the library. 

Immediate notice of a change of residence should be given at th« 
library. 

Only one reader's card is issued to a person. This card may be 
used at the branch as well as the main library, after record of it 
has been made at the branch. Books may then be borrowed or 
returned at either building. 

LENDING DEPARTMENT. 

Any reasonable number of books may be borrowed, several of 
which may be fiction. Only one recent or "seven-day^ novel, how- 
ever, may be taken on one card, and but one magazine, not the 
current issue. 

With the exception of seven-day fiction, all books are charged 
for four weeks from the date of issue. The date when the book 
will become due is stamped on the dating-slip inside of the back 
cover of each book drawn. 

All books borrowed must be stamped at the lending desk before 
they are taken from the building, and should be handed to an 
assistant at that desk when returned to the library. The reader's 
card should be presented with the books. 

BOOKS DELIVERED. 

The library messenger will deliver or call for books, at the rate 
of ten cents a trip for five volumes, to be paid to the messenger. 
To take effect on the same day, request by telephone should be 
made not later than eleven o'dodc in tiie morning. 

RENEWALS. 

The seven-day period allows of no renewal or transfer to an- 
other card. All "four-week books" may be renewed for another 
period of four weeks, unless needed by another borrower. 

Request for renewal may be made in person, by mail, or by 
telephone. Renewal takes effect from the date on which the request 
is received. 

In asking for renewal, it is necessary to give the full call-number 
of the book (if not fiction), the author and title, the date due, 
(stamped at the back of the book), and if possible the number of 
the borrower's card. 

A book may be renewed more than once when needed for serious 
use, but is subject to recall at the discretion of the librarian. 

FINES. 

A fine of two cents a day for each day overdue (Sundays and 
holidays excepted), must be paid on each book kept overtime with- 



8 Free Public Library. 

out renewal. If it is impossible for any reason to return a book 
on time, the library should be notified at once, when the book 
may, as a usual thing, be renewed. 

Reminder notices are sent for books a week or more overdue, 
but this is done merely as a matter of courtesy. Failure to receive 
such notices in no way affects the responsibility of the borrower 
for the return of the book. 

The borrower is held responsible for a book lost or missing 
while charged to his number, and if the book is not found within 
a reasonable time, a bill is sent. If at any time after payment of 
this bill the book appears from any source, the money is promptly 
refunded. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

The Board of Health reports at the library all cases of contagious 
desease, and removes all books which are in a quarantined house, 
disposing of them without returning them to the library. The 
library bears all losses incurred by destruction of infected books, 
and no fines are charged for detention of books under sudi cir- 
cumstances. 

RESERVING BOOKS. 

Any book which is not fiction may be reserved free of charge. 
The borrower will be notified by postcard that the book is being 
held for him. 

Books of fiction will be reserved, and postcard notice sent, on 
payment of five cents. Only half the copies of a popular novel 
owned by the library are subject to reserve; the other copies must 
be placed on their regular shelves when returned to the library, 
before they may be taken out again. If but one copy of a new 
novel is bought by the library, it will not be reserved for two 
months from date added. 

REQUESTS FOR PURCHASE. 

Slips will be found at the lending desk on which readers are 
asked to make request for any book wanted and not found. These 
requests will be given careful consideration, and if the book desired 
is not bought, it will be borrowed when possible from another 
library. Notice of the purchase of a book will be sent to the person 
who has asked for it, except in case of fiction. 

INTER-LIBRARY LOANS. 

A book not owned by this library, and wanted for a special 
purpose, is often borrowed from a larger library, the transporta- 
tion, except when borrowed from Newark, being paid by the 
person for whom the book is borrowed. By this means the library 
hopes to serve efficiently even the special student 
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PICTURES. 

The library's own picture collection is still in its infancy, but 
pictures to illustrate special topics, designs, costumes, etc., may 
often be borrowed through the inter-library loan system. 

THE VACATION PRIVILEGE. 

The vacation privilege extends from May first to October first 
of each year. During this time anyone who is going beyond reach 
of the library, may borrow six books which are not in demand, and 
may keep them until October first, upon request made to that effect 
at the lending desk. 

CHILDREN'S ROOM. 

The children's room is open from 9 A. M. to 6.30 P. M. It is not 
open in the evening. 

All books in the children's room may be kept for four weeks, 
unless temporarily limited to seven days and so marked. 

More than one book may be taken on a children's room card, 
but only one may be a story book. 

New story books are never reserved until they have been in the 
children's library for a year. 

Parents and teachers, or others interested in children's reading, 
may take books from the children's room, as well as any child 
under fourteen who can read. 

Vacation books may be taken from July ist, or after school 
closes, to October ist, by any child who is going away for a 
vacation. 

Children over fourteen years of age, who are well advanced in 
school and can read intelligently books from the main shelves, may 
be transferred to the adult department, but only with the permission 
of the children's librarian. 

READING AND REFERENCE ROOM. 

Reference books may be borrowed for over night or over Sunday, 
as at such times no one is deprived of their use. 

Books and periodical articles on any topic will be collected and 
reserved, upon request, for special study by individuals or classes. 

// is earnestly requested that conversation be absolutely avoided 
in this room, except such as is necessary at the desk. There are 
special study rooms where class or debate work, requiring con- 
sultation, may be done. 
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AND OF THE UBRARIAN. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 



January i8, 191 i. 

To the Honorable Julian A, Gregory, Mayor of the City 
of East Orange : 

Dear Sir: — ^Wc present to you herewith the report of 
the library for the year 1910— the eighth annual report of 
the East Orange Free Public Library — as submitted to the 
Board by the Librarian, Louise G. Hinsdale. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles A. Sterling, President. 
David S. Walton, Treasurer, 
Alexander King, 
Edward O. Stanley, 
Wilbur S. Johnson, 
William Cardwell. 
Vernon L. Davey, Secretary. 
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To :k£ Board of TrmsUes of the Emtt Ormmge Free PmbHc 



Gebttixxex: — I faaTe the booor to sidmit to the Board 

a rq>on of the jear s vork, ooij a port ol wliidi has been 

txndcr mv directioD, When in Mardi Miss Frances L. 

Radibone gave t:p her vork as Librarian, and a few wedcs 

afterward was icarried to the Rev. Reginald Heber Coe, of 

Behnont, Ma^s., the loss of so capable a Librarian was 

universa lly regretted. The Ubrarr, however, was so ex- 

crilently organized, and bad received so stroi^ an inq>ettis 

both from Miss Oddie, its first cxecothre, and from her 

stKxessor, Miss Rathbone, as to give rise to the hope that 

no serious chedc to its progress will occur through another 

chaise in administration. 

The library presents some tnrasaal feattires to a new 
incumbent. Situated in a stibnrb almost ptudy residential 

in character, it serves a coomnmity of readers, but of 

readers rather than of students. A popular institution, 

cordially supported by the audxMities of the town, as well 

as by the dwellers therein, the library needs little general 

advertising. 

The number of books loaned (188,887 in 1910) is very 
large in proportion to the size of the town. Out of a 
population of 34,371 (census of 19 10), we have 17,902 bor- 
rowers registered. Of these about 12,800 have used their 
cards within the year. 

We have about 7,000 bodes in circulation at a time; an 
average of one to every five citizens, or, to state it in an- 
other way, of one bode to each family. This estimate also 
represents nearly one-fourth of the books belonging to the 
lending department in circulation at once. 

We have turned over our whole stock, so to speak, nearly 
•ix times during the year; that is, the number of loans is 
ai if each book had been taken out six times. To look at it 
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from another side, the number of loans is as if five or six 
books apiece had been borrowed in the course of the year 
by each resident of East Orange, or fifteen bodes apiece by 
each active member of the library. 

The recent census showed a ten years' growth for the 
town of 59.8 per cent; while the use of the library has 
more than kept pace with it by increasing in the seven years 
of its existence about 85 per cent. 

While our city apprc^riation is large in proportion to 
the size of the town, both amount of appropriation and size 
of staff are below the average of libraries carrying so large 
a circulation ; a fact which speaks much for the efficiency of 
the staff, both in personnel and in organization. 

All these facts constitute a somewhat remarkable record, 
in view of which we feel nO anxiety to increase our main 
library circulation beyond its present proportions, but rather 
to deepen, broaden and enrich its character. Our resources 
are still limited, but we are adding thousands of books toch 
year; we shall build up our reference department; and we 
intend to make greater efforts to discover and meet the 
needs of technical and other workers. For the general 
reader we shall continue to provide, in all classes of litera- 
ture, the best of the new books and the most desiraUe 
editions of the old. 

There is one point to which we should like to call the 
attention of our borrowers, asking their patience with the 
situation. The freedom with which out fictidin is dis- 
tributed results in a constant pressure for duplication and 
replacement which must be resisted to some extent, or we 
should spend an appalling proportion of our bode fund in 
that one channel ; a course which, as a moment's reflection 
will show, would defeat the ends of the public library. The 
recreational function of the library, Intimate and even im- 
portant as it is, must not be allowed to infringe upon its 
educational and other work. 

IMPORTANT EVENTS. 

Besides the change of administration the important events 
of the library year were : 
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1. The purchase by the city of a site loo feet square on 
the comer of Elmwood avenue and Clinton street, in the 
Third Ward, for the Ebnwood Branch Library. The plans 
for the new branch are crystalizing as rapidly as circum- 
stances permit, and they have been furthered by the interest 
and public spirit shown by the residents of the Third 
Ward, over thirty of whom appeared before the May meet- 
ing of the Library Trustees to plead their cause. 

2. The other event of consequence was the application 
of the public Civil Service regulations to library affairs, 
which went into effect on December 24, too late in the year 
to bring in any results for a report. The library had al- 
ways been governed on Civil Service principles ; the change 
makes us dependent upon the Civil Service Commission of 
New Jersey for examinations, and for lists of eligible can- 
didates for appointment, instead of upon our own examina- 
tions and our own training class. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Improvements in the building include new shelving in the 
assembly room for from* 1,200 to 1,500 volumes, and the 
addition to the charging desk equipment of an extension 
telephone, where messages relating purely to lending de- 
partment matters are now received. 

The library has long been outgrowing its quarters. The 
crowded condition of the shelves is shown by the fact that 
the new shelving downstairs was immediately filled by the 
removal of nearly 1,200 volumes from the regular stacks 
without leaving any perceptible space after necessary shift- 
ing had been done. We were able, however, to take away 
most of the shelves on the floor level, where books could 
scarcely be seen. Books placed downstairs are public docu- 
ments, serial publications, proceedings of societies, pamph- 
lets, and others not often called for. More floor space for 
our visitors is needed almost as sorely as shelf room for 
books. 

The men's reading room has not been used enough to 
warrant its being reserved for that ptupose at the expense 
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of greater needs, and it may in the future be necessary to 
abandon it. 

CHRISTMAS EXHIBITION. 

The Christmas exhibit of 600 books suitable for gifts 
was di^layed as usual, and was examined by more than 
450 visitors. Judging from the number of those who took 
notes, we may infer that the suggestions were helpful. 

The assembly hall was used 21 times for 7 different 
purposes, with a total attendance of 4,000. 

THE NEW GRADED LISTS. 

The lists of books suggested for reading by the different 
school grades — ^lists which had been in use for several 
years, having originally been compiled by Miss Wildman 
of the Madison Public Library — seemed to need revision 
to suit changed conditions, and requests for such revision 
came from several sources. Through a change of plan, 
however, practically new lists, in a tentative form, were 
compiled with the collaboration of Miss Agnes Cowing, 
children's librarian at the Pratt Institute Free Library. 

It was impossible to publish the lists in time for the be- 
ginning of the current school year, but they will be printed 
and distributed early in 191 1. Criticism of these lists by 
the schools and libraries using them is invited, so that when 
issued in their permanent form, with annotations, in the 
spring, they may be as nearly satisfactory as such lists can be. 
The permanent lists will be distributed to some extent in the 
Brooklyn schools as well as in our own, and the opportunity 
of collaboration with the Pratt Institute Library is of great 
advantage to us. As requests for copies of the old lists 
were often received from librarians in different parts of the 
country, it has seemed desirable to make the new lists as far 
as possible suitable for general use, as well as for distribu- 
tion in our own schools. 

APPRENTICE CLASS. 

Two apprentices finished their nine months course last 
summer, and two others are in training now, with a third 
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just entering. The present class will be admitted to the New 
York examinations again this year, but possibly a different 
arrangement may be necessary in future. 

Five members of the staff took examinations for promo- 
tion with the New York Public Library staff in May. 

puBucrrv. 

The library authorities take this opportunity to express 
their sincere thanks to the daily papers which have printed 
library news and reported library events. It is planned to 
send frequently to the papers this year brief annotated lists 
of new books and of books on special topics. 

LENDING DEPARTMENT. 

The total number of books loaned during 1910 was 
188,887, of which 79.5 per cent, were fiction, (for the main 
library alone, 77.6 per cent.) This is an increase of 19,279 
over the total for 1909, but most of this is due to the Frank- 
lin Branch circulation. The increase reported last year 
was 17,274. 

The net increase at the main library was only 1,744; the 
adult department, however, gives an increase of 3,173 (in 
1909 it was 5,918). 

The children's room reports a decrease of 1,429, larger 
than the decrease reported last year. The strength of our 
children's work will in the future be centered in our 
branches. At the main library it is only a little over a 
tenth part of the whole circulation, while at Franklin 
Branch it is four times that proportion. 

The number of books loaned through traveling libraries 
has increased by one-third. 

The largest monthly circulation was 17,454 (in January), 
and the largest number of books loaned in a single day was 

1,485. 
The total number of new borrowers registered was 1,260, 

373 of these at the branch. 

Books were loaned to the fire companies as in former 

years, and a traveling library was sent, by request, to the 
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city water department workers at Oak Ridge. The circu- 
lation of these books from their centers was reported as 
numbering 728, a total one-third larger than last year. 
The playground also received a traveling library. This 
was principally for the use of the supervisor in reading 
aloud and story-telling; there seemed to be no demand for 
books for use by the children, especially as a great many of 
the children who use the playground drew books them- 
selves from the library. 

The vacation privilege, by which books may be kept until 
October i, was taken advantage of as usual. 

Miss Herron, head of the lending department, says in her 
report, speaking of the reduced increase in circulation from 
the main library: 

"While the reference use of the central library will con- 
tinue to increase, we must expect to look to our present and 
future branches for a decided increase in circulation, and 
not to the main library. 

"A record of the occupations of new bwrowers, entered 
when they register, will be kept during the coming year. 
This will enable us to determine more definitely the various 
interests represented by the card holders. 

"Brief talks on the use of the card catalogue, reference 
books, and periodical and other indexes have been given to 
eighth grade pupils of the public schools in their class- 
rooms. It is too early to judge how effective these talks 
have been, but a number of pupils have shown that they 
have grasped the subject sufficiently to apply the informa- 
tion at the library." These talks, begun by Miss Herron 
last year, will be carried on through the current year, in each 
eighth grade school. 

INTER.UBRARY LOANS. 

We have been able, through the courtesy of larger li- 
braries, to supply books and pictures asked for which were 
not on our own shelves. The Newark Library continues 
to be especially kind in allowing us to send weekly for 
books. We have also drawn upon the Pratt Institute Free 
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Library in Brooklyn, the Columbia and Clark Univer- 
sity Libraries and the Library of Congress. To each of 
these we are grateful for their generous response to our 
requests. From Newark we have borrowed 146 books, 
from the Pratt Institute Library 23, and from other li- 
braries 10 volumes. 

INVEhrrORY. 

The inventory taken last summer, and followed up by 
repeated search, resulted in 648 books missing, 24 of them 
belonging to the branch. Of these 397 are fiction. Of 
books missing on the previous inventory (1908) no less than 
79 were found during the present search, and doubtless 
some of this year's list will come to light in time. 

OVERDUE BOOKS. 

Miss McClure, who has charge of this branch of lending 
department work, reports that more than 5,200 reminder 
notices have been mailed for overdue books, resulting in the 
return of all but 27 books, which are regarded as lost; 
while 17 other cases remain unsettled. She adds : 

"It is interesting to note, in view of the total circulation, 
that the number of books lost through negligence of bor- 
rowers is remarkably small.'' 

COX>PERATION OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Although the unremitting care taken to avoid the 
spread of contagion is generally known, it may be well to 
draw attention to it once more. Miss McClure says in her 
report: 

"Reports are received from the Board of Health of all 
cases of diphtheria, scarlet fever and tuberculosis in East 
Orange. 

"Residents of a quarantined house are denied the privileges 
of the library until seven days after the house has been dis- 
infected, and all books in their possession belonging to the 
library are removed and disposed of by the Board of 
Health. 
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"The expense involved in the replacement of these books 
is borne entirely by the library, and no fines are charged for 
the period of detention. During the year 19 10 eighty-six 
books were lost from this cause at the main library, and 28 
at the branch, a total of 114. 

"Measles has been added to the list of diseases reported 
by the Board of Health. All books that have been ex- 
posed to that disease and all bodes under suspicion of any 
minor infection are fumigated in a plant which has been 
installed for that purpose in the basement of the library 
building." 

This is a simple contrivance consisting of an ordinary 
ice-chest fitted up with wire shelving and made air-tight. 
The books are opened wide and placed standing up on the 
wire shelf, with a formaldehyde generator beneath them. 
The chest is left undisturbed for twelve hours or more, 
while the books are exposed to the formaldehyde vapor. 

BINDING AND REPAIRS. 

Miss Bayley, in charge of this department, reports that 
"the total number of books sent to the binder, including 
magazines and newspapers, was 1,681, at an average cost of 
48 cents apiece, against a total last year of 1,516 volumes 
costing 55.7 cents apiece. The total cost for the year was 
$29.50 less than in 1909. The difference in cost is due 
principally to the fact that fewer volumes of periodicals 
were bound." 

The physical condition of the books on the shelves has 
improved very much. Re-labelling after a uniform method 
gives a neater appearance to the shelves and makes it pos- 
sible to put up books and revise shelves more rapidly. A 
smooth bookbinder's cloth known to the trade as "art vel- 
lum" makes a clean, durable and attractive cover for books 
which are not to be rebound. The cost amounts to a little 
over three cents a book. Pamphlets and magazines are 
covered by a simple method, with heavy gi:een manila 
paper. 

The proper mending of books requires a skilled hand. 
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and for this work we have secured the services of Miss 
Sarah Chedister, formerly with William H. Rademaekers, 
the bodd>inder. 

CHILOREN^ ROOM. 

Miss Roberta Herron says in her report: 

"The number of books loaned from the children's room 
during the year 1910 was 21,542, a decrease of 1429. 
This may be due partly to die fact that a large number of 
children have been transferred to the adult department; 
and partly to the unavoidable delay in providing the schools 
with the graded reading lists. 

"The average daily circulation was 68.5, the largest cir- 
culation for one day 201. 

"New members of the children's room numbered 278, 16 
of whom were colored children. 

"The usual bulletins were posted for the holidays and 
other special topics. The bulletin on the Boy Scouts of 
America has proved the most popular. 

"The use of the children's room for reference work has 
greatly increased. Such questions as these have been 
brought : What was the name of the Greek runner who took 
the message from Marathon to Sparta before the battle? 
Where does the word tariff come ixooii Who was the 
fire god? How many knights of the Round Table? 

"The children's collection now consists of 3,720 volumes, 
1,610 of which are non-fiction." 

REFERENCE AND READING ROOM. 

Owing to the impossibility of keeping accurate statistics 
of our reading room attendance and reference use, either 
separately or together, no attempt is made to record the at- 
tendance. The xoQxci is fully occupied for several hours of 
every pleasant day. The reference work demands more 
time and systematic attention than it can receive without 
a special assistant, and next season we expect to have a 
head of the reference departmient. 

Bo(4cs and periodical articles on special topics have fre- 
'quently been collected and reserved for students and others. 
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A number of lists have been compiled, on such subjects 
as Socialism, the Passicm Play, Halley's comet, Tolstoi. 

Questions brought to the department include the follow- 
ing, chosen at random from hundreds which might be listed : 

The five genuflections of the Mohammedan daily prayers. 

The honor system as applied to the High School. 

Legend of the "Pilgrim Bell.'' 

"The Masque of Venice." 

Who was the "Sage of Princeton?" 

The battle of Springfield, N. J., and its strategic import- 
ance in the Revolution. 

Carpet weaving. 

Ancient Hebrew marriage nuisic. 

Historical events occurring on Christmas Day. 

The Children's Theatre and why discontinued. 

Interior decoration — period of the Italian Renaissance. 

The North American Indians — ^their music. 

The Moore electric light. 

The Gunnison tunnel. 

The library subscription list numbers 140 periodicals, of 
which 42 are gifts. New subscriptions this year are as fol- 
lows : 

Blackwood's Magazine. 

The Farm Journal. 

The Illustrated London News. 

The Kindergarten Review. 

The Playground. 

The School Arts Book. 

We are glad to have gifts of magazines. As we are 
gradually completing and binding our sets of the better 
magazines, and wish as soon as possible to have duplicate 
:sets for circulation, any volumes will be acceptable. 
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GIFTS RECEIVED. 

Miss Wildey, who is responsible for recording and ac- 
knowledging gifts, reports the following received during 
the year: 

1,174 books. 

431 pamphlets. 

2^65 periodicals. 

1,876 newspapers. 
Among the many gifts worthy of mention are the fol- 
lowing: 

57 volumes of the Century Magazine. 

21 volumes of the Century Magazine. 

Messages and papers of the presidents, 11 volumes. 

National cyclopaedia of American biography, 13 
volumes. 
Besides books and periodicals, the library has received 
gifts of pictures, of money, and of plants and flowers. 
Several very large plants, offered to us by different friends 
of the library, we were obliged to refuse for lack of space. 
To all these generous givers we express our cordial thanks. 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Smith, the head of the catalogue department, re- 
ports that "the department has prepared for the shelves 
3,157 books during the year. Besides these there are about 
400 books in the building which, owing to the pressure of 
Christmas business, were not received in time to be included 
with accessions of 19 10. Of the books added, 2,699 ^^^^ 
added by purchase, 351 by gift, and 107 by binding. The 
total amount spent for books during the year was $3,679.09 ; 
an average of $1.03 per volume. Among these books, 
1,232 were new to the library. Partial use has been made, 
in cataloguing, of the Library of Congress printed cards. 

'The books have been classified as follows: 

New Dup. Total 

General Works 108 108 

Philosophy 30 26 56 
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Religion 34 8 42 

Sociology 103 40 143 

Philology 7 X 8 

Science 43 77 120 

Useful Arts 85 66 151 

Fine Arts 85 72 157 

Literature 95 86 181 

Travel 57 52 id^ 

Biography 82 51 133 

History 85 55 140 

Fiction 401 952 1353 

Reference Books 17 51 68 

Mai^^MM mmmmmmmm m^m^i^^m 

1232 1537 2769 

''Among the notable accessions of the year may be men- 
tioned the following: 

Bailey. Cyclopaedia of American agriculture. 
Bailey. Cyclopaedia of American horticulture. 
Hough. The trees. 

McMaster. History of the people of the United States. 
Muther. History of ntodem painting. 
Pollock. History of English law. 
"Total number of bound volumes in the library^ 

January i^ ig|io 29^14 

"Voltmies added during 1910: 

By purchase ^1699 

By gift 351 

By binding 107 

3,157 

"Volumes withdrawn during 1910: 

Taken by Board of Health. 114 

Lost and paid for 41 

Lost and not paid for 27 

Worn out, etc 453 635 

Net gain 2,522 

"Total number of bound volumes in the library, 

January i, 1911 Zh9Z^'* 
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TREATMENT OF PAMPHLETS. 

Pamphlets having permanent value, and whose subject 
matter is of general interest and importance, are either 
bound in heavy green manila paper for the shelves, or are 
placed in the pamphlet boxes which gather such material 
by subject. Each is assigned a class number, and a subject 
heading for entry in the catalogue. Author entry is occa- 
sionally made, but not in every case. 

If a pamphlet received is of temporary or slight value, or 
on an obscure topic, it is simply placed in the vertical file of 
reference material, and will be weeded out in course of time, 
when its usefulness is past. 

FRANKUN BRANCH. 

The branch has fully justified its existence in a year and 
a half, by carrying nearly i6 per cent, of the whole library 
circulation for the year, and by the fact that of the 493 new 
names added to the branch register, only 53 were trans- 
ferred from the main library, showing that the branch draws 
chiefly new readers from its own neighborhood, who would 
otherwise not come to the library at all. 

The following excellent report by Miss Piderit, the as- 
sistant in charge, is of especial interest at the close of this 
the first complete year of the branch : 

"It is now more than a year since the Franklin Branch 
opened its doors to the public. The library has proved 
popular among adults as well as children, and although it is 
not what might be called a busy branch, its use increases 
slowly but steadily. It has been well patronized for refer- 
ence and reading room purposes. 

"The registration of 19 10 includes 348 adults and 145 
children, a total of 493, of whom 53 were transferred from 
the main library. The total number of borrowers is 1,283. 
Only 288 of these hold cards transferred from the main 
library. 

"The total number of books loaned during the past year 
was 29485; 12,188 of these were children's bocte. The 
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largest circulation for one day was 212. The fiction per- 
centage was 814. 

"During the year 872 books have been added to the col- 
lection, of which nearly 200 were children's books. The 
total number of volumes owned by the branch is 3,884, 
about one-third of which are children's books. In addition 
to these, we have nearly 900 books on long loan from the 
main library. Among the notable reference accessions 
were Harper's Encyclopaedia of United States History, 
Warner's library of the world's best literature, the A. L. A. 
index to literature, the American and Victorian anthologies. 

"The branch receives 30 magazines, of which 3 are g^fts. 
The following periodicals have just been added to the list 
owing to constant demand: 
The Craftsman. 
Harper's Weekly. 
The Review of Reviews. 
The Travel Magazine. 

"When the branch opened in August, 1909, it was de- 
cided to allow but one book of fiction on a card and as many 
books of non-fiction as needed. Later, when the supply of 
books was found large enough, more fiction was allowed, 
the usage in that respect being made uniform with the main 
library. 

"A daily trip is made to the miain library by the branch 
page so that all requests for books not available in the 
branch may be answered within twenty-four hours, if 
possible. Nearly 700 of these requests have been an- 
swered by the main library, and 14 by the Newark 
library. We borrow freely from the main library of 
everything but seven-day fiction, which may be borrowed 
by any applicant on the reservation plan only, the branch 
having sufiicient copies of all new fiction which is worth 
while or in demand. 

"Books on special topics were placed on a shelf reserved 
for this purpose, among which were books on Travel, 
Sports, Gardening, The Home, Helpful Books, George 
Meredith, and other topics. Pictures to correspond with 
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the hocks were mounted and put on the bulletin board above 
the shelf. These collections were changed each month. 

''In the spring a bird bulletin was used for the children's 
room, as heretofore in the main library. Any child who 
could name and describe a certain bird and say where he 
saw it, had his name placed on the bulletin with a picture of 
the bird seen. The bulletin was too small for all descrip- 
tions reported each day. Other bulletins and corresponding 
lists of books greatly used were those on Hallowe'en, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and George Washington. 

"The branch is indebted to many friends for gifts re- 
ceived, which included 38 books and 1 19 periodicals, besides 
flowers, goldfish and a rubber plant" 

More than one-fourth of the total number of books added 
to the library this year were for the branch. Books in- 
tended for the branch are catalogued at the main library by 
Miss Appleton. The statement for this year follows: 
Nmnber of volumes at the branch, January i, 1910. 3,070 

Volumes added: 

By purchase 834 

By gift 38 872 

Volumes withdrawn: 

Board of Health 28 

Lost and paid for 6 

Worn out 24 58 

Net gain 814 

Total number of volumes now on 

branch shelves 39884 

In closing, your new librarian wishes to express her ap- 
preciation of the cordial spirit in which she was welcomed 
and in which her first year's administration was received 
by the staff, and her thanks for the courtesy and considera- 
tion which she has received at the hands of the library 
directors and of the city authorities. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Louise Graham Hinsdale, 

Librarian. 
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY. 

Opening of the library January, 22 1903 

Opening of the Franklin Branch August i, 1909 

Cost of sites $25,088.94 

Cost of buildings, gift of Mr. Carnegie 62,979.15 

Cost of books to date 32,398.71 -'J 

Total number of volumes added by gift and pur- . = :f 

chase from opening of the library to date. . . . 36,466 ^1 

Total number of volumes discarded 4»530 

Actual number of volumes now in the library. . . 31*936 

Number of borrowers registered from opening of 

library to date I7»9C>2 

Present number of active borrowers 12,800 

Growth of circulation: 

1903 total 97*642 

1904 total 115,224 increase 17,582 

1905 total 117,294 increase 2,070 

1906 total 127,055 increase 9,761 

1907 total 135,486 increase 7>7^7 

1908 total 152,334 increase 16,848 

1909 total 169,608 increase 17,274 

1910 total 188,887 increase 19,279 
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EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 

V 

1912 



FORMER DIRECTORS 



F. M. SHEPARD, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, President to May 27, 1903. 

HARRY T. AMBROSE, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to June 11, 1900. 

JOHN C. LYON, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900, to Jan. 21, 1905. 

JAMES B. DILL, 
Appointed June 11, 1900, to July 2, 1902. 

J. FRANKLIN FORT, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900; President from May 27, 1903, to Jan. i. 1909. 

ROBERT W. HAWKESWORTH, 
Appointed Jan 22, 1900 ; Vice-Pres. from Jan. 21, 1905, to Jan. i, 1909. 

ALBERT S. MARTEN, 
Appointed May 27, 1903, to Jan. i, 1909. 

OCTAVUS C. MYERS, 
Appointed Jan. 21, 1903, to Jan. i, 1909. 

DAVID S. WALTON, 
Appointed Jan. 22, 1900; Treas. from April 18, 1900, to Jan. i, 191 1. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 



CHARLES A. STERLING, Appointed January 22, 1900; 

Term expires January, 1912. 

President from February 17, 1909, to date. 
ALEXANDER KING, Appointed January 22, 1900; 

Term expires January, 1914. 
EDWARD O. STANLEY, Appointed January 22, 1900; 

Term expires January, 1915. 

Secretary from April 18, 1900, to January 21, 1905. 
WILBUR S. JOHNSON, Appointed May 27, 1903; 

Term expires January, 1913. 

Treasurer from January i, 191 1, to date. 
ERNEST C. KLIPSTEIN, Appointed January i, 191 1; 

Term expires January, 1916. 
HON. JULIAN A. GREGORY, Mayor, Ex-Officio. 
VERNON L. DAVEY, Superintendent of Schools, Ex-Officio. 

President of the Board, CHARLES A. STERLING. 
Treasurer of the Board, WILBUR S. JOHNSON. 
Secretary of the Board, VERNON L. DAVEY. 



STANDING COMMITTEES 



BUILDING COMMITTEE 

CHARLES A. STERLING 
ALEXANDER KING WILBUR S. JOHNSON 

BOOK COMMITTEE 
EDWARD O. STANLEY VERNON L. DAVEY 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

WILBUR S. JOHNSON 
EDWARD O. STANLEY ERNEST C. KLIPSTEIN 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 
ALEXANDER KING ERNEST C. KLIPSTEIN 



UBRARY STAFF 



MAIN LIBRARY 

LOUISE GRAHAM HINSDALE, Libraman. 

JESSIE G. SMITH, Head of Catalogue Department 

SARA HERROX, Head of Lending Department, to Oct. i, 191 1. 

ALICE WILLIGEROD, Head of Lending Depart, from Oct i/ii. 
I HELENA D. APPLETON, Secretary and Assistant 

I SARAH BAYLEY, Book Repairs and Rebinding. 

] ROBERTA HERRON, in charge of Children's Room. 

♦AGNES McCLURE, Assistant 
! AMIE P. WILDEY, Assistant 

i BIETTA OSTRANDER, Assistant 

ANNETTE M. REYNAUD, Assistant. (Appointed Aug. i.) 

MARJORY VERNOL, Typist 

SARAH CHEDISTER, Assistant in Book Mending. 

TRAIh4ING CLASS. I9IM9I2 
Muriel Baldwin, 
Mary Sherry, 
Ethel Stewart. 

Clifford Garrison, Page. 
Edward J. Moore, Janitor. 



FRANKLIN BRANCH UBRARY 

CAROLINE PIDERIT, Branch Librarian. 
P. NoRRis Sherry, Page and Janitor. 



ELMWOOD BRANCH UBRARY 

SARA HERRON, Branch Librarian. 
Frederick Metz, Page and Janitor. 



•Absent on leave from September 15; substitute, Ellen W. Peckham. 



HNANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1911 



• • 



RECEIPTS 

City appropriation for 1911 $18,500.00 

Cash refund S-SO 

Andrew Carnegie for Elmwood Bch. bldg., on acct. 10,061.00 

Bal. of book fund in hands of trustees, Jan. i,* 11. $2,21 1.39 

Fines and book reserves, bank interest, etc 1,591.51 3,802.90 



$32,369.40 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Books $4,134.23 

Furniture and fixtures 855.40 

Buildings and grounds 763.00 

Elmwood Branch building 10,061.00 

Periodicals and newspapers 446.27 

Rebinding of books 1430.76 

Printing, stationery and library supplies 878.22 

Janitor's supplies 177-76 

Telephone 76.42 

Light 559.76 

Coal 369.00 

Water 20.52 

Repairs and maintenance of grounds 97-38 

Transportation (express, freight, cartage) 74-15 

Carfare (including branch delivery) 41-85 ^ 

Postage 76.89 

Refunded for books lost and paid for, afterwards 

found 9.16 

Miscellaneous 229.58 

Salaries ; librarian and staff (including substitutes) 7,299.59 

Janitor and pages i>770.59 

Total disbursements for 191 1 29,371.53 

Balance of City appropriation, Dec. 31, 191 1 993.o6 

Bal. of book fund in hands of trustees, Dec. 3, '11 2,004.81 

$32,369.40 



UBRARY HOURS 



Main Library, comer Main Street and Munn Avenue. 
9 A. M. to 6.30 P. M. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday. 
9 A. M. to 9.00 P. M. Monday, Wednesday, Saturday. 

The Main Library is closed on Sundays, on Thanksgiving Day, 
Qiristmas Day and the Fourth of July. On other legal holidays 
it is open for half the day only, from 9 A. M. to i P. M. 

T'ranklin Branch, comer Dodd Street and Fulton Avenue. 

Elmwood Branch, comer Elmwood Avenue and Clmton Street. 

Branch Hours; 
2 to 6.30 P. M. Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 
2 to 9.00 P. M. Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday. 

The branches are also closed on Sundays, and after March i, 1912, 
zuill be closed all day on all legal holidays, by decision of the 
Board of Trustees. 

TELEPHONE 

Main Library, 3617. Franklin Branch, 348. Elmwood Branch, 3395. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES AND OF 

THE UBRARIAN 



RFPORT OF TRUSTEES 



To the Honorable Julian A, Gregory, Mayor of the City of 
East Orange: 

Dear Sir: — ^We present to you herewith the report of 
the library for the year 191 1 — ^the ninth annual report of the 
East Orange Free Public Library — as submitted to the 
Board by the Librarian, Louise G. Hinsdale. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles A. Sterling^ President, 

Alexander King, 

Edward O. Stanley, 

Wilbur S. Johnson, Treasurer, 

Ernest C. Kupstein, 

Julian A. Gregory, 

Vernon L. Davey, Secretary. 
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To the Board of Trustees of the East Orange Free Public 
Library: 

Gentlemen : — The ninth annual report of the library is 
herewith submitted for your consideration. 

Except for the opening of a new branch, the woric of 
the year has been intensive, rather than extensive in char- 
acter. Last year's report stated that in view of the already 
large circulation, we felt no anxiety to increase our main 
library circulation beyond its present proportions, but rather 
to give it greater breadth and depth, — in short, quality, 
rather than quantity, was to be our object. Accordingly this 
has formed, together with systematizing and organizing the 
work more closely, the chief aim of the past year, and it has 
met with some measure of success. 

A glance over the circulation report shows that the 
total number of books loaned, exclusive of traveling libraries, 
was 187,561, or practically the same as last year; the total 
a trifle less, the daily average (because 191 1 had one less 
working day than 1910) a trifle more. 

The use of traveling libraries has lessened scxnewhat, 
so that our full total, 188,765, is smaller by 122 than the 
total circulation for 191 1. 

In short, the library as a whole has held its own in 
total of circulation, while an analysis brings out some inter- 
esting facts regarding the character of the books borrowed. 
In the adult department, the number borrowed of books other 
than fiction has increased 9 per cent., the slight decrease in 
total reported being wholly in the circulation of fiction. Like 
many other libraries, it seems to us a sensible habit 
to keep the standard of quality of our fiction high, 
rather than to worry about percentages. It is, how- 
ever, gratifying to find that the demand for bodes 
on serious topics is growing. In sociology, a class hitherto 
not popular, we find a 24 per cent, increase, in history 25 per 
cent, in biography and travel 20 per cent. Books in both 
fine arts and useful arts were much called for, while books- 
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of philosophy, science and literature were less used than in 
1910. 

It is a sigfnificant fact that the class of sociology shows 
so large an increase. As that class, in library usage, includes, 
besides general works on social science, a wide variety of 
subjects, (political science, economics, education and others), 
this increase can only mean a wider interest in present-day 
problems and public questions, in educational, economic and 
civic affairs, an interest which we have directly tried to 
anticipate by buying and exhibiting books of vital interest 
and importance on these topics. 

The children's room has a large increase to report, with 
a low fiction percentage — 59.3. 

At Franklin Branch, on the other hand, the adult cir- 
culation shows over a thousand increase, while the children's 
loans have lessened considerably in number, causing a total 
decrease of 570. 

Some comparisons may be of interest. The Franklin 
Branch circulation amoimted to 15 per cent, of the total 
circulation of both libraries, and the number of volumes 
added to the branch bears about the same proportion to the 
total number of additions. 

The circulation of children's books at Franklin Branch 
was 26 per cent, of the whole number loaned at the branch, 
while at the main library the children's room loaned only 
13 per cent., of the main library total. 

Franklin Branch loaned 17 books to each of its regis- 
tered borrowers, on an average, while the average at the 
main library was 13 to each active borrower. 

The total circulation represents an average of 5J^ books 
loaned per capita of population during the year. Looking 
at it from the side of the total book .collection, instead of 
the total population, we find that the circulation represents an 
average of 5J4 loans to each book. 

A recent count of the total number of volumes in cir- 
culation on a single day showed that nearly 6,400 library 
books were in the homes of borrowers, one to every five or 
six citizens. 
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ELMWOOD BRANCH 

The great event of the year, absorbing many weeks of 
preparation, was the opening of the new Ehnwood Branchy 
although the delays usually attending the completion of a 
new building postponed the date of opening until January 
II, 1912. Since the unlocking of the doors was the culmin- 
ation of plans laid and work done during the year 19 11, the 
story of the opening has a rightful place in the report of the 
year. 

Ground was broken for the new building in the early 
summer, and in July the first purchase of books was made. 
The selection of books was carefully planned to form the 
ccxnplete framework of subjects on which to build up a live 
working collection in future. Extra assistance was engaged 
in the autumn for cataloguing, and both typewriting ma- 
chines were kept busy. The branch librarian, Miss Sara 
Herron, took up her work in October, assisting with the cata- 
loguing, and collecting and preparing supplies and equipment. 

The branch opened with 2,632 books of its own on the 
shelves, and about 1,000 more loaned from the main library; 
13,185 catalogue and shelf-list cards were written. The total 
cost of the initial purchase of books was $2,072.04, or an 
average of 78 cents per volume, and the other expenses 
connected with the routine and equipment amounted to 
$1,591.69, a total of $3,663.73, exclusive of building and 
furniture. 

The building itself, of practically the same dimensions 
as the Franklin Branch, is somewhat different in design 
and interior arrangement. It is exceedingly attractive as 
well as convenient, and the successful result of the plans 
designed by Mr. Hobart A. Walker, the architect, is due 
largely, as in the case of both the other library buildings, 
to the skillful and untiring oversight of Colonel Charles A. 
Sterling, president of the board. 

When the doors were at last opened, on January 11, 
for the regular work of the branch, the neighborhood flocked 
to see the new library, from 350 to 400 persons coming in 
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during the afternoon and evening. Enthusiastic comments 
were heard on every side, expressions of delight and satis- 
faction with building and books, and representative citizens 
of the Elmwood district, who had worked and waited for 
that day, expressed themselves as fully repaid with the out- 
come. 

On that first day, sixty-nine transfers from the main 

library and sixty-two new applications were filed, scores of 

others being carried home for endorsement; and no hocks 

were loaned to grown people. The children were not allowed 

to take books until their cards were ready, but they were on 

hand to look the place over, 150 of them at least, and more 

boys and girls than the room was meant to accommodate 

settled down to read and look at pictures until they were 

sent home at half past six o'clock. They behaved well, too. 

On the following day, 120 children came ; and on the third 

day, a Saturday afternoon, an extra table and 25 chairs 

from the assembly room had to be placed in the rear of the 

children's room. During the first weeks the munber of 
tables, chairs and books in the children's room proved utterly 

inadequate to the demand, yet discipline was maintained 
and emergency measures relieved the situation. The chil- 
dren are dismissed at six o'clock and the room kept quiet in 
the evening for their elders. For the evenings Miss Herron 

reports a normal attendance, the tables comfortably filled 
with quiet readers who seemed thoroughly to enjoy the new 
privilege offered them. 

The first month continued this interesting record; 
4,600 books were borrowed, (a daily average of 170), with 
a registration of 820 readers, almost evenly divided between 
new applicants and readers transferred from the main library. 
The estimate of 200 per day average of reading room attend- 
ance is a conservative one. The average number of books 
taken by each member of the new branch in the four weeks 
was 5J^. 

Later in the season a story hour was held every Sat- 
urday afternoon, attended by from thirty to sixty children. 
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The building proves more and more, as time passes, its 
adaptability to the requirements of the situation. 

In short, the Eknwood Branch, after careful preparation, 
has had a most successful beginning, and the prospects for 
continued success in usefulness and pc^ularity are very 
bright. Much credit is due to the branch librarian for her 
efficient handling of the preliminary work, for the tact and 
ability shown in the arrangement of the library, and the 
management of its affairs on the first days of its history. 
The work of the cataloguing department, too, is worthy of 
special mention, in adding the careful planning, supervision 
and revision of the Elmwood catalogue to its already suf- 
ciently heavy burden. 

A PLAYGROUND STORY HOUR 

Another progressive step of the year was a weekly 
story hour at the Grove Street playground conducted by 
the members of the library staff. As most of the staff had 
had neither training nor experience in the art of story 
telling, Miss Hassler, chief of the department of children's 
work in the Queensborough Library system, kindly con- 
sented at the request of the librarian, to give a talk on the 
subject to our own and neighboring library assistants in our 
assembly room. The playground story telling was a fairly 
successful experiment. During the coming year, we expect 
to have a story hour at one or both of the branches, and 
this factor in the children's department, hitherto undeveloped 
with us, will, we hope, become part of our regular work. 

THE GRADED READING USTS 

The new edition of the graded reading lists, described 
in last year's report, was issued during the summer in its 
final form, with the co-operation of Miss Cowing, the chil- 
dren's librarian of the Pratt Institute Free Library of Brook- 
lyn. The lists are attractive in appearance and were compiled 
with much care, and with the help of expert advice and 
criticism. They were distributed to the schools in October. 
Although they are very unpretentious and practical in char- 
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acter, there are no other available lists of just the same 
scope, and consequently sample sets of these have been sent 
for from all over the country by librarians, and occasionally 
by public school boards and superintendents as well. Nearly 
150 sample sets have been mailed in response to requests. 

SYSTEMATIZING DEPARTMENT WORK 

That part of the work of the library which goes on 
behind the scenes, and on which much of the usefulness of 
the library depends, has occupied much time and thought. 
The work of the cataloguing department especially, and of 
other departments as well, has been systematized and organ- 
ized more closely ; the discarding and replacement of books 
has been reduced to a system for the first time, a careful 
count has been made of the books in each class in the library 
and a monthly record of books added to and withdrawn from 
each class is kept. Some revision of shelf-list and catalogue 
has become necessary, and is well under way, and the com- 
plete official shelf-list of books in all departments and 
branches has been finished. 

With the opening of a second branch, uniformity of 
method becomes essential to efficiency, and some additions 
to branch routine have been judged advisable. A new system 
of records, both for main library and branches, has been 
planned and carried into effect. Each branch librarian will 
hereafter keep her own statistics in her own record book, 
filling out a monthly report blank to be submitted to the 
librarian on the first of each month. The main library 
statistics book will be both more condensed and more com- 
plete than hitherto, so that a glance at the book will at once 
give ordinary information desired regarding statistics of 
any department. 

CHANGES IN STAFF 

Some changes in the staff have been necessary. Miss 
Sara Herron was appointed branch librarian for Elmwood 
Branch on October ist, and Miss Alice Willigerod followed 
Miss Herron as head of the lending department. Miss 
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WilHgerod served her apprenticeship here some years ago^ 
afterward had valuable experience in one of the New York 
Public Library branches, and last June finished her year of 
training at the Pratt Institute School of Library Science. 
She therefore came to us well equipped for her work. Miss- 
McQure was granted leave of absence this year to take the 
training course in the new library school connected with the 
New York Public Library. Miss Ellen W. Peckham has 
been acting as temporary substitute for Miss McClure. 
Miss Annette Reynaud, an apprentice of last year, was ap- 
pointed to the regular staff in December, 1910, the appoint- 
ment taking effect August i, 191 1. 

CIVIL SERVICE 

Three civil service examinations have been held for us 
during the year. One, for the position of general assistant 
in this library, was given to furnish us with an eligible list 
from which to choose a substitute for nine months. Two 
examinations for branch pages were held, one in June for 
Franklin Branch, and one in December for Elmwood. The 
position of library page has been transferred to the non- 
competitive class of the Civil Service, and tests for that 
position will in future be given under direction of the 
librarian. 

The officers of the Civil Service Commission have been 
unfailingly courteous and considerate of our needs, so far 
as the civil service law permitted such consideration. The 
law, however, is framed to fit conditions which in many cases 
are totally unlike library conditions, and therefore it fre-^ 
quently threatens, as has been the experience in other local- 
ities, to interfere with efficiency in library appointments^ 
rather than to further it. 

TRAVEUNG UBRARIES AND OTHER MATTERS 

The Fire Department stations have made less use of the 
traveling library privilege this year than last. The Water 
Department station at White Oak Ridge has not sent in a 
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complete report. Besides the two playground libraries (at 
Grove Street and Elmwood playgrounds), a collection of 
books was loaned by request to Miss Thatcher's class room 
at Calvary Methodist Church. 

The vacation privilege was appreciated as usual, and 
nearly a thousand books were borrowed for the summer 
holidays. 

The Christmas exhibition was only half as large as last 
year, but it had nearly 400 visitors. 

REGISTRATION 

The number of new registrations was 1,059. We now 
have nearly 20,000 names on our register. Of these, 14, 391 
have used their cards within the year, — ^41 per cent, of the 
population. 

A record of occupations of new adult borrowers was 
kept this year for the first time. Of the wage-earning occu- 
pations recorded, persons engaged in business pursuits of 
various kinds are most in evidence. The order is as follows : 

Business. 

Technical occupations and trades. 

Teaching. 

Professions (other than teaching.) 

Stenography. 

Nursing and massage. 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

The same care has been exercised as in past years to 
avoid any danger of contagion from the loaning of books. 
Reports are regularly received from the Board of Health of 
all cases of scarlet fever, diphtheria and tuberculosis in East 
Orange. Residents of a quarantined house are denied the 
privilege of the library until seven days after the house has 
been officially disinfected, and any books in their possession, 
belonging to the library, are removed and disposed of by the 
Board of Health, the library bearing all the loss involved. 
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Books that have been exposed to measles, or to any 
minor infection, are fimiigated at the library. 

Where a case of tuberculosis exists, no member of the 
household may draw a book from> the library until the case 
is released by the Board of Health. 

GIFTS 

Over 500 books were given to the library, among which 
were 22 bound volumes of the Century magazine, 50 un- 
bound volumes of the Century and Harper's, and a set of the 
works of Daniel Webster; also 435 old newspapers of his- 
torical value. A very welcome gift of an unusual nature 
is six hours a week of the time of a young girl who is paid 
for her work by a friend of the library. This has enabled 
us to do a great deal of collating and indexing files of maga- 
zines, and classifying pictures for the picture collection, 
which we sadly need, but never have time to arrange. One 
or two gifts of money have also been received, a few pictures,, 
and many flowers. We wish to express here our grateful 
appreciation of the kindness of the givers. 

INTERLIBRARY LOANS 

We are, as always, indebted to the Newark Public 
Library for weekly loans, and to the Library of Congress, 
the Pratt Institute Free Library, the Brooklyn Public Library 
and Columbia University Library for occasional assistance. 
The total number of volumes borrowed was 218, of which 
210 came from Newark. 

PUBUCITY 

Our cordial thanks are also extended to the local papers, 
especially the Orange Chronicle and the Nezvark Evening 
News for promptly printing our notices and lists. 

READING ROOM 

The library received regularly 139 periodicals, of which 
38 are gifts; and 13 newspapers, of which 5 are gifts. We 
have added to our subscription list for 1912 the following: 
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Musical America 
Pedagogical seminary 
Strand magazine 
Travel 

The total number of magazines loaned from the library 
was 4,564, (included in the total count of circulation.) 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 

The reference work has continued to be done from the 
desk, under the general direction of the head of the lending 
department. The desk in the reference room is Miss Willi- 
gerod's, and she is there a part of every day, to attend to 
reference inquiries and prepare lists, etc. The most im- 
portant addition to the reference department and to the 
library at large is the new edition (the nth) of the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica. 

CHILDREN'S ROOM 

The children's librarian. Miss Roberta Herron, has an 
excellent report to make this year. The total number of 
books loaned was 23,628; on increase of 2,986 over the 
circulation of 1910. The proportion of fiction was only 59.3 
per cent., although this has little significance, as the line 
between fiction and non-fiction is not closely drawn in the 
children's room. 

The registration was also large ; 564 new boys and g^rls, 
including 35 colored children, applied for cards. Miss 
Herron thinks that the increased circulation and registration 
was largely due to the new graded lists. 

The use of the children's reference collection steadily 
increases, and several new reference books have been added, 
including The World's Commercial Products, by Freeman 
and Chandler, Appleton's new practical cyclopedia, and 
others. Fine editions of the children's classics are so often 
inquired about by grown people, and the best illustrations 
are so constantly sought for, that we shall collect, by degrees. 
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copies of such books to be kept in the children's reference 
collecti< n, not for home use. 

The number of volumes added to the children's shelves 
was 648. The total number of books in the children's room 
i^ 3792. 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT 

The work of this department for the year has been 
heavy, and often discouraging because of the difficulty of 
obtaining experienced assistance. The Elmwood work has, 
of course, occupied a large share of. time and attention. 
In addition to the cataloguing of 5,838 new books for main 
library and branches, some needed revision and systematizing 
has been done, to which allusion has already been made, 
including the union official shelf-list for library and branches, 
the count of all books in the library by classes and depart- 
ments, to be in future kept up to date, — and the pamphlet 
shelf-list. 

FRANKUN BRANCH 

Miss Piderit reports that, in addition to the increase 
of over a thousand in the adult department, there is an 
increase in reading room and reference use, and she notices 
that more men are coming to the librar}- than hitherto. 

A new departure this year was the placing of bulletin 
boards in two stores and one factory within walking distance 
of the branch. These each contain a standing notice of 
the library days and hours, and lists, which are changed from 
time to time, of boc^s on special topics or of interesting 
books for the general reader. The request for permission 
to hang these boards, and to post our notices and lists, was 
in each case received with the utmost courtesy and cordi- 
ality and granted at once. We once more express our thanks 
for this favor to the proprietors of Rixtine's and Menagh's 
drug stores and of the Seabury & Johnson laboratories. 

Whether there is any connection between this plan and 
the increased adult use of the branch library, we have no 
means of knowing, but it seems fair to conclude that these 
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bulletin boards have had something to do with the wider 
interest shown. 

The branch librarian notes that a number of Bloomfield 
applicants have been disappointed at not being able to obtain 
cards in the Franklin Branch library. 

The decrease in the total number of books borrowed at 
this branch is due to a loss in the children's room circulation, 
which Miss Piderit is unable wholly to account for. In 
some measure it may be due to the fact that a number of 
children have gjown up to the age for adult cards and a 
smaller number of little children have come in. 

Picture bulletins and lists are popular and useful at 
the Franklin Branch and distinctly influence the reading of 
its users. The fiction percentage was 80 for the year. The 
branch now has 4,600 books of its own, (1,600 are children's 
books), and finds it necessary to call upon the main library 
for help in fewer cases than formerly. Miss Piderit adds, 
^The branch is indebted to many for gifts received, includ- 
ing 73 books, 40 periodicals, flowers supplied daily during 
the summer, one or two geological specimens and a stuffed 
owl given by one of the children." The library thanks all 
these thoughtful friends, and assures them that their gifts 
are appreciated. 



It gives me pleasure cordially to commend and to thank 
the staff for their faithful work and the spirit in which it is 
done. To the members of the Board of Trustees, I wish 
to express my sincere thanks for their kindness and their 
support throughout the year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Louise Graham Hinsdale, 

Librarian. 
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SUMMARY OF BOOK LOANS DURING THE YEAR 191 1— 

Adult department, Main Library: 

Periodicals and general works 4,564 

Philosophy 1,682 

Religion 1,182 

Sociology 2,094 

Philology 121 

Science 1,395 

Useful arts 2,195 

Fine arts 2,425 

Literature 4,324 

History 2,540 

Travel 2,843 

Biography 2,850 

Fiction 105,247 

Books in French, German, and other languages 1,556 

Total 135,018 

Children's room, total 23,628 

Total, Main Library circulation 158,646 

Franklin Branch, total 28,915 

187,561 

Circulation of books in Playgrounds, Fire Department and 

Water Department stations 907 

Number of volumes read on approval, before purchase^ by 

registered borrowers 297 

Total circulatioii for 1911 188,765 
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Main Franklin 
Library Branch Total 

Largiest monthly circulation (March) 15,553 

Average monthly circulation I3>220 

Largest daily circulation 1,231 

Average daily circulation 513 

Percentage of fiction 75 

Comparison With Previous Year 

Total circulation, 1910 188^887 

Total circulation, 1911 188,765 



2,908 


18,461 


2409 


15,630 


211 


1433 


94 


607 


80 


75.8 



Decrease 122 

Main Library circulation, 1910 158^100 

Main Library circulation, 191 1 158,646 



Increase 546 

Children's room circulation, 1910 21,542 

Children's room circulation, 191 1 23,628 



Increase 2,086 

Franklin Branch circulation, 1910 29,485 

Franklin Branch circulation, 1911 ^,915 



Decrease 570 

Days open, 1910 310 

Days open, 1911 309 

Average daily circulation, 1910 605 

Average daily circulation, 1911 607 

Record circulation for i month, (March, 1911) 18461 

Record circulation for i day 1,485 
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CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT 

Total number of bound volumes in the library Jan i, 191 1. . 31,936 
Accessions for the year 191 1 : 

By purchase 4,728 

By gift 472 

By binding 212 



Total S412 



Volumes withdrawn during 191 1 : 

Taken by the Board of Health 

Lost and paid for 

Lost and not paid for 

Worn out, etc 



r 1449 



Net gain 3i963 



Total number of bound volumes in the library, Jan. i. 1912. . 35i899 

Total number of books catalogued in 191 1 S1838 

Total number catalogue cards written, about 25,000 
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OTHER STATISTICS 

Inventory 

Adult department, Main Library 404 

Children's room, Main Library 94 

Franklin Branch 22 

Fiction 3" 

Total volumes missing 520 

Books found (missing, 1910) 22 

Overdue and Lost Books 

Number for which mail notices were sent 4,827 

Cases still unsettled 19 

Number of volumes never returned 45 

Books lost and paid for 32 

Books confiscated by the Board of Health in houses 

quarantined for disease , 74 

Total loss for the year 151 

Binding and Repairs 

Total number volumes sent to binder, (including 140 volumes 

periodicals and 10 volumes newspapers 2,865 

Average cost per volume, nearly 50 cents. 

Books mended or covered, approximately 1,300 

Magazines mended or covered, approximately 600 

Pamphlets mended or covered, approximately 300 

Gifts 

Books S19 

Pamphlets 171 

Magazines 2^96 

Newspapers 2,114 
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY 



Board organized and Carnegie offer made Jantiaxy, 1900 

OiK'niiiK of the library January 22, 1903 

OpniiiiK of the I*>anklin Branch August i, 1909 

Opening of the Ehnwood Branch January 11, 1912 

Cost of sites $29,088.94 

Cost of buildings, gift of Mr. Carnegie 77,304.10 

Cost of books to date 36,387.25 

Total number of volumes added by gift and purchase from 

the opening of the library to date 41,878 

Total number of volumes discarded S»979 

Actual number of volumes now in the library 35,899 

Xinnber of borrowers registered from the opening of the 

library to date 19,879 

Present number of active borrowers 14,391 

Growth of circulation : 



1903 

1904 

1905 
1906 

1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
191 1 



total 97,642 

total 115,224 

total 117,294 

total 127,055 

total 135*486 

total 152,334 

total 169,608 

total 188,887 

total 188,765 



increase 17,582 

increase 2,070 

increase 9,761 

increase 7,7i7 

increase i6,8Lf8 

increase 17*274 

increase 19,279 






